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PREFACE. 



The national utilisation of Meteorology in forewarning of storms, and the increasing 
employment of instroments as weather indicators, render a knowledge of their 
constmction, principles, and practical nses necessary to every well-informed person. 
Impressed with the idea that we shall he supplying an existing want, and aiding 
materially the cause of Meteorological Science, in giving a plain description of the 
various instruments now in use, we have endeavoured, in the present volume, 
to condense such information as is generally required regarding the instruments 
used in Meteorology ; the description of many of which could only he found in 
elahorate scientific works, and then only hriefly touched upon. Every Meteor- 
ological Instrument now in use heing fully described, with adequate directions for 
using, the uninitiated will be enabled to select those which seem to them best 
•adapted to their requirements. With accounts of old or obsolete instruments we 
have avoided troubling the reader ; on the other hand, we were unwilling to neglect 
those which, though of no great practical importance, are still deserving of notice 
from their being either novel or ingenious, or which, without being strictiy scientific, 
are in great demand as simple weather-glasses and articles of trade. 

We trust, therefore, that the work (however imperfect), bearing in mind the 
importance of the subject, will be acceptable to general readers, as well as to those 
for whose requirements it has been prepared. 

The rapid progress made in the introduction of new apparatus of acknowledged 

superiority has rendered the publication of some description absolutely necessary. 

The Report of the Jurors for Class XIII. of the International Exhibition, 1862, on 

Meteorological Instruments, fully bears out our assertion, as shown by the following 

extract : — 
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" The progress in the English department has been very great; — ^in baro- 
meters, thermometers, anemometers, and in every class of instrnments. At the 
close of the Exhibition of 1851, there seemed to have arisen a general anxiety 
among the majority of makers to pay every attention to all the essentials necessary 
for philosophical instrnments, not only in their old forms, bnt also with the view of 
obtaining other and better forms. This desire has never ceased ; and no better idea 
can be given of the continued activity in these respects, than the number of patents 
taken out for improvements in meteorological instruments in the interval between 
the recent and preceding exhibitions, which amount to no less than forty-two." 
« « « « Jq addition to numerous improvements patented by Messrs. N^etti 
and Zambra, there is another of great importance, which they did not patent, viz. 
enamelling the tubes of thermometers, enabling the makers to use finer threads of 
mercury in the construction of all thermometers ; for the contrast between the 
opaque mercury and the enamel back of the tubes is so great, that the finest bore 
or thread of mercury, which at one time could not be seen without the greatest 
difficulty, is now seen with fisicility; and throughout the British and Foreign 
departments, the makers have availed themselves of this invention, the tubes of all 
being made with enamelled backs. It is to be hoped that the recent exhibition will 
give a firesh stimulus to the desire of improvement, and that the same rate of 
progress will be continued." 

To fulfil the desire of the International Jury in the latter portion of the above 
extract will be the constant study of 

NEGBETTI & ZAMBRA. 
lit Jcmuary^ 1864. 
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METEOROLOGICAL INSTRUMENTS. 



In the pnrsnitB and investigations of the Bcience of Ueteorology, which is eseentially 
It gcience of obBerration and eiperiment, instnunents are required for Bscertwning, 
1. the pieranTO of the atmosphere at any time or phu» ; 2. the temperature of the 
air ; 8. the absorption and ladiation of the son's heat by the earth's snr&ce ; 4. the 
hnmiditrf of the air; 6. the amoimt and dnralion of rain&ll; 6. the direction, 
the horizontal pressure, and the velocity of winds; 7. the electric condition of the 
atmosphere, and the prevalenoe and adirity of ozone. 



INSntTTHBHTS FOE ASCEBTAININQ THE ATHOSFHEEIC PBESBOEB. 

1. Friadpl* of the Barometer. — The £ret ingtrament which gave the exact 
measure of the pressure of the atmosphere was invented by ToiriceUi, in 1648. It 
is constmcted as follows: — ^A. glass tube, CD 
(fig. 1), abont 84 inches long, and from two to 
fonr-tenths of an inch in diameter of bore, having 
one end closed, is filled with mercury. In a < 
B, a quantity of mercury is also poured. Then, ' 
placing a filler securely over the open end, C, 1 
vert the tnbe vertically over the cup, and remove 
the finger when the end of the tube dips into the 
mercnry. The mercm^ in the tube then partly 
lolls ont, bat a colnmn, AB, abont 80 inches in 
height, remains supported. This column is a 
weight of mercury, the pressure of which upon 
the snr&ce of that in the cnp is precisely equiva- 
lent to the corresponding pressure of the atmo- 
sphere which would be exerted in its place if the 
tube were removed. As the atmospheric pressure 
varies, the length of this mercurial column also 
changes. It is by no meuis constant in its height ; 
in fact, it is very seldom stationary, but is con- 
stantly rising or &l]ing thiou^ a certain extent of 
the tube, at the level of the sea, near which the above experiment is supposed to be per- 
fbimed. It iS| therefore, an instrument by which the fluctuations takii^ place in the 




2 IfETEOROLOGICAL INSTRtTMENTS. 

pressure of the atmosphere, arising from changes in its weight and elasticity, can be 
shown and measured. It has obtained the name Barometer, or mea8m*er of heaviness,— — 
a word certainly not happily ezpressiye of the utility of the invention. If the bore 
of the barometer tube be uniform throughout its length, and have its sectional area 
equal to a square inch, it is evident that the length of the column, which is supported 
by the pressure of the air, expresses the number of cubic inches of mercury which 
compose it. The weight of this mercury, therefore, represents the statical pres- 
sure of the atmosphere upon a square inch of surface. In England the annual mean 
height of the barometric column, reduced to the sea- level and to the temperature of 
82*' Fahrenheit, is about 29*95 inches. A cubic inch of mercury at this temperature 
has been ascertained to weigh 0*48967 lbs. avoirdupois. Hence, 29*95 X 0*48967= 
14*67 tbs., is the mean value of the pressure of the atmosphere on each square inch 
of surflEtce, near the sea-level, about the latitude of 50 degrees. Nearer the equator 
this mean pressure is somewhat greater; nearer the poles, somewhat less. For 
common practical calculations 'it is assumed to be 15 tbs. on the square inch. 
When it became apparent that the movements of the barometric column furnished 
indications of the probable coming changes in the weather, an attempt was made to 
deduce from recorded observations the barometric height corresponding to the most 
notable characteristics of weather. It was found that for fine dry weather the 
mercury in the barometer at the sea-level generally stood above 80 inches ; change- 
able weather happened when it ranged from 80 to 29 inches, and when rainy or 
stormy weather occurred it was even lower. Hence, it became the practice to place 
upon barometer scales words indicatory of the weather likely to accompany, or 
follow, the movements of the mercury; whence the instruments bearing them 
obtained the name '' Weather Glasses." 

9* Oonstniotion of Barometers. — In order that the instrument may be portable, 
it must be made a fixture and mounted on a support; and, further, to render it 
scientifically or even practically useful, many precautions are required in its con- 
struction. The following remarks apply to the construction of all barometers : — 
Mercury is universally employed, because it is the heaviest of fluids, and therefore 
measures the atmospheric pressure by the shortest column. Water barometers have 
been constructed, and they require to be at least 84 feet long. Oil, or other fluids, 
might be used. Mercury, however, has other advantages : it has feeble volatility, 
and does not adhere to glass, if pure. Oxidised, or otherwise impure mercury, may 
adhere to glass ; moreover, such mercury would not have the density of the pure 
metal, and therefore the barometric column would be either greater or less than it 
should be. The mercury of commerce generally contains lead ; sometimes traces 
of iron and sulphur. It is necessary, therefore, for the manufacturer to purify the 
mercury; and this is done by washing it with diluted acetic, or sulphuric acid, 
which dissolves the impurities. No better test can be found for ascertaining if the 
marenry be pure than that of filling a delicate thermometer tube; if, on exhausting 
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the air from thu thermomei^r, the meicniy will freely mn ap and down Ha hon, 
yiidch w probably one thonsondUi of an inch in diameter, the merctuy from which 
this thermometer was made will he found fit for anj pnrpoae, and with it a tube 
may be filled and boiled, not only of one inch, bnt even of two inches diameter. 
In all barometeis it is requisite that the space above the mercnrial colnmn should 
be completely void of air and aqaeons vapour, because these gases, by virtne 
of their elasticity, wonld depress the column. To ezdade these the mercuiy is 
introduced, and boiled in the tube, over a charcoal fire, kept np for the 
purpose. In this manner the air and vapour which adhere to the glass are 
expanded, and escape away. One can tell whether a barometer has been properly 
" boiled," as it is termed, by simply holding the tube in a slanting direction and 
aUowing the mercury to strike the top. If the boiling has been well performed, the 
mercuiy will ^ve a clear, metallic sound ; if not, a dull, flat sound, showing some 
air to be present. 

'When the mercury in a barometer tube rises or taHs, the level of the mercury 
in the cup, or eutem, as it is generally termed, falls or rises by a proportionata 
quantity, which depends upon the relative areas of the interior of the tube and of 
the cistern. It is necessary that this should be taken into consideration in 
ascertaining the exact height of the column. If a fixed scale is applied to the tube, 
the correct height may be obtained by applying a correction for capaeity, A certain 
height of the meroniy is ascertained to be accurately measured by the scale, and 
should be marked on the instrument as the iteutral pcmtt. Above this point the 
heights measured are all less, and below, all more, than they should be. The 
ratio between the internal diameters of the tube and cistern (which should also ha 
stated on the instrument, as, for instance, capac. 1/60) supplies the data for finding 
the correction to be appHed. This correction is obviated by constructing the cistern 
BO as to allow of the surface of the mercury in it being adjustable to the commence- 
ment of the fixed scale, as by Fortin'a or Negrettj's plan. It is also unnecessaiy in 
barometers coustmcted on what is now called the " Eew method." These will all 
be detailed in their proper place. The tube, being fixed to the cistern, may have a 
moveable scale applied to it. But such an arrangement requires the utmost ci 
skill in observing, and is seldom seen except in first-class Observatories. 

3. Portin's Barometer. — Fortin'splanof constructing a baro- 
meter oistem is shown in fig. 2. The cistern is formed of a glass 
cylinder, which allows of the level of the mercury within being seen. 
The bottom of the cylinder is made of sheep'skin or leather, like a 
bag, so as to allow of being pushed up or lowered by means of a 
screw, DB, worked irota beneath. This screw moves through the 
bottom of a brass cylinder, CC, which is fixed outside, and protects 
the glass cylinder containing the mercury. At the top of tiie interior 
of the eistetv is fixed a email piece of ivoiy, A, the point of which 
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J exactly coincides with the zero of the Bcale. This screw 
I and moveable cistem-bottom serve also to render the baro- 
U meter portable, by confining the mercury in the tube, aad 
I preventing its coming into the cistern, which is thus made 
I too small to receive it. 



4, STANDARD BABOMETER. 
Fig. 8 represents a Standard Baromoi«r on Fortin's prin- 
ciple. The barometer tube is enclosed and protected by a 
I tttbe of brass eztendmg throughout its whole length ; the 

I upper portion of the brass tube has two longitudinal open- 
ings opposite each other ; on one side of the front opening 

s the barometrical scale of English inches, divided to show, 

II by means of a vernier, ^j nth of an inch; on the opposite 
is sometimes divided a scale of French milUmetrea, 

reading also by a vernier to Vti^ of a millimetre (see 
II directions for reading the vernier, page 7). A tliermo- 
meter, C, is attached to the frame, and divided to degrees, 
I which can be read to tenths ; it is necessary for aBCertaining 
I the temperature of the instrument, in order to correct ths 
I observed height of the barometer. 

As received by tJio observer, the barometer will consist 
I of two parts, packed separately for safety in carriage, — 
1st, the barometer tube and cistern, filled with mercnry, 
the brass tube, with its divided scale and thermometer ; 
and 2Dd, a mahogany board, with bracket at top, and brass 
ring with three adjosting screws at bottom. 

Directiont for fixing the Barometer, — In selecting a poai- 

I tion for a barometer, care shonld be taken to place it so 

I that the sun cannot shine apon it, and that it is not affected 

by direct heat from a fire. The cistern ehould be from 

two to three feet above the groond, whidi will give a height 

for observing convenient to moat persona. A standard 

I barometer shonld be compared with an observatory standard 

I of acknowledged accoracy, to determine its index error ; 

which, as such instruments are graduated by micrometrical 

apparatus of great exactitude, will be constant for all parts 

of the scale. It shonld be capable of turning im its axis 

by a. movement of the hand, so that little difficulty can ever 

be experienced In obtaining a good light for observation. 

Having detennined upon the position in which to place the 

i instrument, fix the mahogany board as nearly vertical as 

19 possible, and ascertain if the barometer is perfect and fr«s 



THE STANDABD BABOMETEB. 6 

from air, in the following manner : — lower the screw at the bottom of the cistern 
several tarns, so that the mercury in the tube, when held npright, may &11 
two or three inches from the top ; then slightly incline the instrument from the 
vertical position, and if the mercury in striking the top elicit a sharp tap, the 
instrument is perfect. Supposing the barometer to be in perfect condition, as it 
is ahnost sure to be, it is next suspended on the brass bracket, its cistern passing 
through the ring at bottom, and allowed to find its vertical position, after which it 
is firmly clamped by means of the three thumb-screws. 

To Eemove the Instrument when fixed to another PosiHon, — If it should be 
necessary to remove the barometer, — first, by means of the adjusting screw, drive 
the mercury to the top of the tube, turning it gently when it is approaching the top, 
and cease directly any resistance is experienced; next, remove from the upper 
bracket or socket ; lift the instrument and invert it, canying it with its lower end 
upwards. 

Directions for taking an Observation. — ^Before making an observation, the mer- 
cury in the cistern must be raised or lowered by means of the thumb-screw, F, until 
the ivory point, E, and its reflected image in the mercury, D, are just in contact ; 
the vernier is then moved by means of the milled head, until its lower termination 
just excludes the light from the top of the mercurial column ; the reading is then 
taken by means of the scale on the limb and the vernier. The vernier should be 
made to read upward in all barometers, unless for a special object, as this arrange- 
ment admits of the most exact setting. In observing, the eye should be placed in a 
right line with the fore and back edges of the lower termination of the vernier ; and 
this line should be made to form a tangent to the apex of the mercurial column. A 
small reflector placed behind the vernier and moving with it, so as to assist in 
throwing the light through the back slit of the brass frame on to the glass tube, is 
advantageous ; and the observer's vision may be further assisted by the aid of a 
reading lens. The object is, in these Standard Barometers, to obtain an exact 
reading, which can only be done by having the eye, the fore part of the zero edge 
of the vernier, the top of the mercurial column, and the back of the vernier, in the 
same horizontal plane. 

Uniformity of Calibre.'^The diameter of that part of the tube through which 
the oscillations of the mercury will take place is very carefully examined to insure 
uniformity of calibre, and only those tubes are used which are as nearly as possible of 
the same diameter throughout. The size of the bore should be marked on the fnme 
of the barometer in tenths and hundredths of an inch. A correction due to capillary 
action, and depending on the size of the tube, must be applied to the readings. 

6. Correotion due to Capillarityi — When an open tube of small bore is plunged 
into mercury, the fluid will not rise to the same level inside as it has outside. 
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Hence, the effect of capillary action is to depress the mercnrial column ; and the 

more so the smaller the tube. The following table gives the correction for tubes in 

ordinary use : — 

Depression, in 
boiled tubes. 



Diameter of 
tube. 

INCH. 

0-60 
0-55 
0-60 
0-45 
0-40 
0-85 
0-80 
0-25 
0-20 
0-16 
0-10 



INCH. 

0-002 
0-008 
0-008 
0-005 
0-007 
0-010 
0-014 
0020 
0-029 
0044 
0-070 



Depression^ m 
unboiled tubes, 

INCH. 

^0-004 
0006 
0-007 
0010 
0-015 
0021 
0-029 
0-041 
0-058 
0-086 
0140 



This correction is always additive to the observed reading of the barometer. 

6. Correotion due to Temperature. — ^In all kinds of mercurial barometers atten- 
tion must be given to the temperature of the mercury. As this metal expands and 
contracts very much for variations of temperature, its density alters correspondingly, 
and in consequence the height of the barometric column also varies. To ascertain 
the temperature of the mercury, a thermometer is placed near the tube, and is some- 
times made to dip into the mercury in the cistern. The freezing point of water, 82°F., 
is the temperature to which all readings of barometers must be reduced, in order to 
make them fjEurly comparable. The reduction may be effected by calculation, but the 
practical method is by tables for the purpose ; and for these tables we refer the 
reader to the works mentioned at the end of this book. 

7. Correction due to Height above the Half-tide Level. — Further, in order 
that barometrical observations generally may be made under similar circumstances, 
the readings, corrected for capacity, capillarity, and temperature, should be reduced 
to what they would be at the sea-level, by adding a correction corresponding to the 
height above the mean level of the sea, or of half-tide. For practical purposes of 
comparison with barometric pressure at other localities, add one-tenth of an inch to 
the reading for each hundred feet of elevation above the sea. For scientific accuracy 
this will not suffice, but a correction must be obtained by means of Schuckburg's 
formula, or tables computed therefrom. 

8. The Barometer Vernier. — The vender, an invaluable contrivance for 
measuring small spaces, was invented by Peter Vernier, about the year 1680. The 
barometer scale is divided into inches and tenths. The vernier enables us to 
accurately subdivide the tenths into hundredths, and, in firtst-class instruments, even 



A 



2^ 



b 

a 

ILO 



d\-\ 
o 



^h 



30 



29 




THE BABOMETEB VERNIEB. 

to thousandths of an inch. It consists of a 
short scale made to pass along the graduated 
fixed scale by a sliding motion, or preferably 
by a rack-and-pinion motion, the vernier being 
fixed on the rack, which is moved by turning 
the milled head of the pinion. The principle 
of the vernier, to whatever instrumental scale 
applied, is that the divisions of the moveable 
scale are to those in an equal length of the 
fixed scale in the proportion of two numbers 
which differ from each other by unity. 

The scales of standard barometers are usually 
divided into half-tenths, or -05, of an inch, as 
represented, in fig. 5, by AB. The vernier, CD, 
is made equal in length to twenty-four of these 
divisions, and divided into twenty-five equal | 
parts ; consequently one space on the scale is 
larger than one on the vernier by the twenty' 
fifth part of -05, which is *002 inch, so that 
such a vernier shows differences of -002 inch. 
The vernier of the figure reading upwards, the 
lower edge, D, vnU deno^ the top of the baro- 
meter column ; and is the zero of the vernier 
scale. In fig. 4, the zero being in line exactly 
^ with 29 inches and five-tenths of the fixed scale, 

the barometer reading would be 29*500 inches. It will be seen that the vernier 
line, a, fidls short of a division of the scale by, as we have explained, -002 inch ; b, 
by -004 ; c, by *006 ; d, by -008 ; and the next line by one hundredth. If, then, the 
vernier be moved so as to make a coincide with Zj on the scale, it will have moved 
through '002 inch ; and if 1 on the vernier be moved into line with y on the scale, 
the space measured will be -010. Hence, the figures 1, 2, 8, 4, 5 on the vernier 
measure hundredths, and the intermediate lines even thousandths of an inch. In 
fig. 5, the zero of the vernier is intermediate 29*65 and 29*70 on the scale. Pass- 
ing the eye up the vernier and scale, the second line above 8 is perceived to lie 
evenly with a line of the scale. This gives '08 and -004 to add to 29-65, so that 
the actual reading is 29*684 inches. It may happen that no line on the vernier 
accurately lies in the same straight line with one on the scale ; in such a case a 
doubt will arise as to the selection of one from two equally coincident, and the inter- 
mediate thousandth of an inch should be taken. 

For the ordinary purposes of the barometer as a '' weather-glass," such minute 
measurement is not required. Hence, in household and marine barometers the 
scale need only be divided to tenths, and the vernier constructed to measure hun- 
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dredtbs of on inch. This is done h; making the Termer either 9 or ll-lOUis of ta 
inch long, and dividing it into ten eqnal parts. The lines above the zero line are 
Elc. 6. then nombered from I to 10 ; sometimes the alternate divisionB 

only are nnmbered, the intermediate numbers being veiy readily 
inferred. Hence, if the first line of the vernier ftgrees vith one 
D the scale, the next must be oat one-tenth of a tenth, or *01 of 
an inch from agreement mth the next teaJe line ; the following 
vernier line mnst be '02 out, and so on. Consaqoently, when tlie 
vernier ia set to the mercurial column, the difference shown by 
the vernier from the ienth on the scale is the handredths to be 
added to the inches and tenths of the scale. 

A little practice will aecnstom a person to set and read any baro- 
meter quickly ; an important matter where accuracy is required, as 
the heat of the body, or the hand, is veiy rapidly commmiicated to 
the instrmnent, and may vitiate, to some extent, the obserration. 

9. BELF-COMPENSATma BTANDABD BABOMETEE. 

This barometer has been snggest«d to Messrs. Negretti and 
Zambra by Wentwortb Erk, Esq. It consists of a regular baro- 
meter ; bnt attached to the vernier is a doable rack worked with 
one pinion, bo that in setting or adjusting the vernier in one 
position, the second rack moves in directly the opposite directioD, 
carrying along with it a plug or plunger ike exact size of the 
internal diameter of the tube dippiog in the cistern, so that what- 
ever tile displacement that has taken place in tlie cistern, owing 
to the rise or &U of the mercury, it is exactly compensated by the 
ping being more ot less immersed in the mercury, so that no 
capacity correction is required. 

A barometer on this principle is, however, no novel^, for at the 
Boyal Society's room a very old instrument may be seen reading 
somewbat after the same manner. 

Fig. 6 is an illastration of the appearance of this instrument. 
The cistern is so constrocted that the greatest amonnt of light 
is admitted to the surface of the mercary. 

10. BAEOMETEK WITH ELECTRICAL ADJUSTMENT. 
This barometer is usetul to persons whose eyesight may be defective ; and is 
capable of being read off to great«r accuracy than ordinary barometers, as vriU 
be seen by the following description : — The barometer consists of an upright tube 
dipping into a cistern, so contrived, that an up-and-down movement, by means of a 
screw, can be imparted to it. In the top of the tube a piece of platina wire is her- 
metically sealed. The cistern also hae a metallic connection, bo that by means of 
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eoTered copper wires (in the bock of the frame) a circuit is establiBbed; another 
conneotion also ezista by meana of a metallic point dipping into the cistern. The 
circuit, however, can be cut off &om this by means of a switch placed about midway 
up the frune ; on one dde of the tube is placed a scale of inches ; a small circnlar 
vernier, divided into 100 parts, is connected with the dipping point, and works at 
right angles with this scale. 

To set the instnunent in adion for taking an observation, a small battery is 
connected by means of two smt^ binding screws at the bottom of the frame. The 
switch is tnmed npwards, thereby disconnecting the dipping point ; the cistem is thai 
screwed np, so that the mercniy in the tabe is bionght into contact with the platina 
wire at the top ; the instant Qua is efiect«d the magnetic needle seen on the barometer 
will be deflected. The switch Is now tamed down ; by so doing the conneotion with 
the upper wire or ^tina is cat off, and established instead only between the dipping 
point carrying the drcolar vernier and the bottom of the cistem ; the point is now 
screwed by means of the milled head nntil tiie needle is agun deflected. We may 
now be snre that the line on the circnlar vernier that cute the division on the scale 
is the exact height of the barometer. Althongh the description here given may seem 
somewhat lengthy, the operation itself isperformed in less time than would be taken 
in reading off an ordinary instrument. 

11. PEDIMENT BAROMETERS. 
These Barometers, generallyfbr household pnrpoaes, ore iUnstrated by figs. 7 to 11. 
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They are intended chiefly for ** weather glasses," and are mannfikctnied to serve 
not only a useful, hut an ornamental purpose as well. They are usually framed in 
wood, such as mahogany, rosewood, ehony, oak or walnut, and can he obtained 
either plain or handsomely and elaborately carved and embellished, in a variety of 
designs, so as to be suitable for private rooms, large halls, or public buildings. The 
scales to the barometer and its attached thermometer may be ivoiy, porcelain, or 
silvered metal. It is not desirable that the vernier should read nearer than one- 
hundredth of an inch. Two verniers and scales may be fitted one on either side 
of the mercurial column, so that one can denote the last reading, and thus show at 
a glance the extent of rise or ML in the interval. The scale and thermometer should 
be covered with plate glass. A cheap instrument has an open face and plain frame, 
with sliding vernier instead of rack-and-pinion motion. The barometer may or may 
not have a moveable bottom to the cistern, with screw for the purpose of securing 
the mercury for portability. The cistern should not, however, require adjustment 
to a zero or fiducial point. It should be large enough to contain the mercury, which 
fsdls from 81 to 27 inches, without any appreciable error on the height read off on 
the scale. 

12. The Words on the Scale. — ^The following words are usually engraved on 
the scales of these barometers, although they are not now considered of so much 
importance as formerly: — 

At 81 inches Very dry. 



80-6 

80 

29-5 

29 

28-6 

28 



»> 



99 



>» 



yi 



»y 



>> 



Settled fair. 

Fair. 

Changeable. 

Bain. 

Much rain. 

Stormy. 



The French place upon their barometers a similar formula : — 
At 785 millimetres ... ... Tres-sec. 
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>> 



>> 



99 



>> 



>> 



776 
767 
758 
749 
740 
781 



9> 



>> 



>> 



»> 



>» 



»> 



Beau-fixe. 
Beau temps. 
Variable. 
Pluie ou vent. 
Grande pluie. 
Tempete. 

Manufacturers of barometers have uniformly adopted these indications for all 
countries, without regard to the elevation above the sea, or the different geographical 
conditions ; and as it can readily be shown that the height and variations of the 
barometer are dependent on these, it follows that barometers have furnished indica- 
tions which, under many circumstances, have been completely false. Even in this 
country, and near the sea-level, storms are frequent with the barometer not below 
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29 ; rain is not uncommon with the glass at 80 ; even fine weather sometimes occurs 
with a low pressnre ; while it is evident that at an elevation of a few thousand feet the 
mercnry would never rise to 80 inches ; hence, according to the scale, there should 
never he £ur weather there. If tempests happened as seldom in our latitude as the 
harometer gets down to 28 inches, the maritime portion of the community at least 
would he happy indeed. These words have long heen ridiculed hy persons acquainted 
with the causes of the harometric fluctuations ; nevertheless opticians continue to place 
them on the scales, evidently only because they appear to add to the importance of 
the instrument in the eyes of those who have not learned their general inutility. In 
different regions of the world, the indications of the barometer are modified by the 
conditions peculiar to the geographical position and elevation above the sea, and it 
is necessary to take account of these in any attempt to found rules of general utility 
in connection with the barometer as a weather guide. All that can be said in favour 
of these words is, that within a few hundred feet of the sea-level, when the column 
rises or falls gradually during two or three days towards '' Fair'' or '< Rain,'' the 
indications they a£ford of the coming weather are generally extremely probable ; but 
when the variations are quick, upward or downward, they presage unsettled or 
stormy weather. 

Admiral FitzRoy writes : — " The words on the scales of barometers should not 
be so much regarded, for weather indications, as the rising or falling of the mercury ; 
for if it stands at Changeable^ and then rises a little towards Fair, it presages a 
change of wind or weather, though not so great as if the mercury had risen higher ; 
and, on the contrary, if the mercury stands above Fair and falls, it presages a 
change, though not to so great a degree as if it had stood lower ; besides which, 
the direction and force of wind are not in any way noticed. It is not from the 
point at which the mercury stands that we are alone to form a judgment of the state 
of the weather, but firom its rising or faUmg ; and from the movements of imme- 
diately preceding days as well as hours, keeping in mind effects of change of direction 
and dryness, or moisture, as well as alteration of force or strength of wind."* 

13. Correction due to Capacity of Cistern.— These barometers, having no ad- 
justment for the zero of the scale, require a correction for the varying level of the 
mercury in the cistern, when the observations are required for strict comparison 
with other barometric observations, or when they are registered for scientific pur- 
poses ; but for the common purpose of predicting the weather, this correction is 
unnecessaiy. The neutral point, and the ratio of the bore of the tube to the 
diameter of the cistern, must be known (see p. 8). Then the capacity correction, 
as it is termed, is found as follows : — Take the fractional part, expressed by the 
capacity ratio, of the difference between the observed reading and the height of the 
neutral point ; then, if the mercury stand below the neutral point, subtract this result 
from the reading ; if it stand above, add it to the reading. 
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For example, suppose the neutral point to be 29'96 inches, and the capacity 
ratio j*o> reqnJMd the correction when the barometer reads 80-78. 



Here 

Correction 
Scale reading 
Correct reading 



29-95 = 0-88 

: — gj = + 0-02neariy. 

80-78 

80-80 



Of course the correction conld as easily be fonsd to three decimal places, 
Tiff. 13. if desir^le. It is evident that the correction is more important 
the greater the distance of the top of the mercnry from the 
^^•■'^Mk neatral point. 

14. PUBLIC BABOMETBES. 

Since the increased attention paid to the signs of forthcoming 
weather of late years, and the good which has resulted therefrom to 
fiumers, gardeners, ciyil engineers, miners, fishermen, and mariners 
generally, by forewarning of impending wet or stormy weather, the 
desirabUity of having good barometers exposed in pnbUc localities 
has become evident. 

Barometers may now be seen attached to drinking fountains, 
properly protected, and are frequently consulted by tiie passers- 
by. But it is among those whose lives are endangered by 
sudden changes in the weather, fiaheimen especially, that the 
warning monitor is most urgently required. Many poor fishing 
villages and towns have therefore been provided by the Board 
of Trade, at the pnbhc expense, and through the humane effort 
of Admiral FitzRoy, with first-class barometers, each fixed In 
a conspicQons position, so as to be easily accessible to all 
who desire to consult it. Following this example, the Royal 
National Life Boat Institution has supplied each of its stations 
with a similar storm wamer ; the Duke of Northnmberlasd and 
the British Meteorological Society have erected several on the 
coast of Northumberland ; and many other individuals have 
presented barometers to maritime places witii which they are 
connected. 

These barometers have all been mann&ctnred by Messrs. 
N^retti & Zambra. The form given to the inBtroment seems 
I well adapted for public purposes. 

16. Fishery or Sea-ooast Bu-ometen.— Fig. 12 gives arepre- 

sentatioQ of these coast and fishery barometers. The irame is of 
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solid oak, firmly screwed together. The scales are very l^bly engraved on 
porcelain by Negretti and Zambra*s patent process. The thermometer is large, 
and easily read; and as this instrument is exposed, it will indicate the actual 
temperature sufficiently for practical purposes. The barometer tube is three-tenths 
of an inch in diameter of bore, exhibiting a good column of mercury; and the 
cistern is of such capacity, in relation to the tube, that the change of height in the 
surface of the mercury in the cistern corresponding to a change of height of three 
inches of mercury in the tube, is less than one-hundredth of an inch, and therefore, 
as the readings are only to be made to this degree of accuracy, this small error 
is of no importance. The cistern is made of boxwood, which is sufficiently porous 
to allow the atmosphere to influence the mercurial column ; but the top is plugged 
with porous cane, to admit of free and certain play. 

16. Adnural FitsBoy's Scale Words. — ^The directions given on the scales of 
these barometers were drawn up by Admiral FitzBoy, F.B.S. They appear to be 
founded on the following considerations : — 

Supposing a compass diagram, with the principal points laid down, the N.E. is 
the wind for which the barometer stands highest; for the S.W. wind it is lowest. 
This is found to be so in the great majority of cases; but there are exceptions to 
this, as to all rules. The N.E. and S.W. may therefore be regarded as the poles of 
the winds, being opposite each other. When the wind veers from the S.W. through 
W. and N. to N.E., the barometer gradually rises; on the contrary, when the wind 
veers from N.E. and E. to S.E., S. and S.W., the mercury falls. A similar curious 
law exists in relation to the veering of the wind, and the action of the thermometer. 
As the wind veers from the S.W. to W. and N., the thermometer falls ; as it veers from 
N.E. to E. and S., it rises, because the wind gets from a colder to a warmer quarter. 
The polar winds are cold, dry, and heavy. Those from the equatorial regions are 
warm, moist, and comparatively light. 

These laws have been clearly developed and expressed by Professor Dove in his 
work on the ''Law of Storms." The warm winds of Europe are those which bring 
the greatest quantity of rain, as they blow from the ocean, and come heavily laden 
with moisture. The cold winds, besides containing less moisture, blow more from 
the land. The weight of the vapour of the warm winds tends to raise the barometric 
column ; but, at the same time, the increased dilatation of the air tends to lower it. 
This latter influence being the stronger, the barometer always falls for these winds ; 
and in regions where they traverse a large extent of land, retain their heat, and 
become necessarily very dry, the fiEdl in the barometer will be greater. Admiral 
FitzBoy's words for the scales of barometers for use in northern latitudes, then, are 
as follows:— 
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RISE. FALL. 

FOB FOB 

N. Ely. S. Wlt. 

NW.~N.— B. SB.— S.--W. 

DRY WET 

OB OB 

LESS MOKE 

WIND. WIND. 



EXCEPT EXCEPT 

WET FBOM WET FBOM 

N. Ed. N. Ed. 



Long foretold, long last ; First rise after low, 

Short notice, soon past. Foretells stronger blow. 

It will be perceived that the exception in each case applies to N.E. winds. 
The barometer may ML with north-easterly winds, but they will be violent and 
accompanied with rain, hail, or snow ; again, it will rise with these winds accom- 
panied with rain, when they are light, and bring only little rain. It rises, however, 
highest with the dry and light N.E. winds. 

These directions are veiy practically useful ; they provide for geograjMcal 
position — also for elevation above the sea — since they are not appended to any par- 
ticular height of the column. They are suited to the northern hemisphere gene- 
rally, as well as around the British Isles. The same directions are adapted to the 
southern hemisphere, by simply substituting for the letter N the letter S, reading 
south for north, and vice versa. South of the equator the cold winds come from the 
south ; the wann, from the north. The S.E. wind in the southern hemisphere 
corresponds to the N.E. in the northern. The laws there are, while the wind veers 
from S.E. through E. to N. and N.W.', the barometer fisdls and the thermometer 
rises. As the wind veers from N.W. through W. and S. to S.E., the barometer 
rises and the thermometer fteJls. 

17. Instniotions for fhe Sea^soast Barometer. — The directions for fixing the 
barometer, and making it portable when it has to be removed, should be attended 
to carefully. The barometer should be suspended against a frame or piece of wood, 
so that light may be seen through the tube. Otherwise a piece of paper, or a white 
placey should be behind the upper or scale part of the tvhe. 

When suspended on a hook, or stout nail, apply the milled-head key (which will 
be found just below the scales) to the square brass pin at the lower end of the instru- 
ment, and turn gently toward the left hand till the screw stops ; then take off the 
key and replace it for use, near the scale, as it was before. The cistern bottom 
being thus let doum, the mercury will sink to its proper level quickly. 

In removing this barometer it is necessary to slope it gradually, till the mercury 
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is at tbe top of the tabe, and then, vith the instmment reveTsed, to screw np the 
dstani bottom, or bsg, by the key, nsed gerdly, till it Btope. It will then be 
portable, and maj be carried with the eut^m end vpKords, or lying flat ; but it mnst 
not be jarred, or recelTe a concussion. 

16. Pmieli Sea-ooaat Barometor. — ^Tbe French have iimtal«d this form of 
barometer far coast service, and have translated Admiral FitzBoj's indications for Qia 
scale w follows : — 



HAUSSE 


BAIBSE 


iNDHitrB. 


WDIiUJE. 


ms YXHTS DE u 


DE8 TemTO DE LA 


fUtTIBSQ 

N.E. 
^Dn N.O. 4 rB\ 
V FAB LB NORD./ 


FABHESn 
S.O. 

y-av S.E. k Y0.\ 
I. PAB lb SUD. / 


DE lA 

S£CHERESSE. 


. L'HDMrDirfi. 


TIM VENT 


cnTENT 


PLUB FAIBLE 


PLCS FORT 


EXCBPTt B'n. PLBTJT 


EXOEPTt B'n. PLKCT 


4tb;o db toetes bbihbs 

DUNJI. 


AVBC DB PBTITEB BBISES 
DUNJl. 


Temps dnrable. 


Le commencement 
de la hanase, 

apres nne grande 
baisae presage 

nn Vent violent. 


Temps Tariable. 



UABINE BAItOMETEBS. 
19. Ilu Oomnion Fonn.— The barometer is of great 
ose to the mariner, who, by using it as a " weather glaas," 
is enabled to foresee and prepare for sndden changes in 
the weather. Far marine pnrposes, the lower portion 
of the glass tnbe of the barometer most be contracted 
to a fine bore, to prevent oscillation in the mercorial 
column, which would otherwise be occasioned by the move- 
ments of the ship. This tabe is cemented to the ciBtem, 
which is made of boxwood, and has a moveable leathern 
bottom, for the purpose of rendering the instrument portable. 
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by screwing np the mercnrj compactly in the tube. The tube is enclosed in a 
mahogany frame, which admits of a variety of style in shape, finish, and display, 
to meet the different fEuicies and means of purchasers. The frame is generally 
enlarged at the upper part to receive the scales and the attached thermometer, 
which are covered by plate glass. The cistern is encased in brass for protection, 
the bottom portion unscrewing to give access to the portable screw beneath the 
cistern. Figs. 18 and 14 illustrate this form of barometer. Marine barometers 
require to be suspended, so that they may remain in a vertical position under 
the changeable positions of a vessel at sea. To effect this they are suspended in 
gimbals by a brass arm. The gimbals consist of a loose ring fiistened by thumb- 
screws to the middle part of the frame of the barometer, in front and back. Tho 
forked end of the arm supports this ring at the sides, also by the aid of thumb- 
screws. Hence the superior weight of the cistern end is always sufficient to 
cause the instrument to move on its bearing screws, so as always to maintain a per- 
pendicular position; in fact, it is so delicately held that it yields to the sli^test 
disturbance in any direction. The other end of the arm is attached to a stout plate, 
having holes for screws, or fitted to slip into a staple or bracket, by which it may be 
fixed to any part of the cabin of a ship; the arm is hinged to the plate, for the pur- 
pose of turning the arm and barometer up whenever it is desirable. 

Other forms of barometer (to be immediately described) have superseded this 
in the British Marine, but the French still give the preference to the wooden frames. 
They think the barometer can be more securely mounted in wood, is more portable, 
and less liable to be broken by a sudden concussion than if fitted in a metal firame. 
The English deem the ordinary wooden barometers not sufficiently accurate, owing 
to the irregular expansion of wood, arising from its hygrometric properties. Some of 
the English opticians have shown that very portable, and really accurate barometers 
can be made in brass firames, and therefore the preference is now given to this latter 
material. 

SO, The Kew Karine Barometer. — The fcnm of barometer so-called, is that 
recommended by the Congress of Brussels, held in 1858, for the purpose of devising 
a systematic plan of promoting meteorological observations at sea. 

The materials employed in its construction are mercury, glass, iron, and brass. 
The upper part of the tube is carefully calibrated to ensure uniformity of bore, as 
this is a point upon which the accuracy of the instrument to some extent depends. 
At sea, the barometer has never been known to stand above 81 inches, nor below 
27. These extremes have been attained with instruments of undoubted accuracy, 
but they are quite exceptional. It is not necessary, therefore, to carry the scales of 
marine barometers beyond these limits, but they should not be made shorter. If 
thp vernier is acljusted to read upward, the scale should extend to 82 inches, to allow 
room for the vernier to be set to 81 inches at least. Cases have occurred in which 
this could not be done, and rare, but valuable observations have been lost in conse- 
quence. If the scale part of the tube be not uniform in bore, the index error 
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will be irr^[al&r tbrongboat the acale. Whether the bore of the rest of the tahe 
T&riea in diameter, is of no moment. From two to three inches below the measured 
part, the bore is contracted vei; mnobv to prevent the pnlsations in the mercurial 
column — called "pnmping" — which, otherwiee, would occor at eea from the motion 
of the ship. In ordinarj' marine barometers, this contraction extends to the end of 
the tnbe. Below the contracted part is inserted a pipette — or Gay Lussac air-trap 
— which is a little elongated fimnel with the point downwards. Its object is to 
arrest any air that may work in between the glass and the mercni?. The babble of 
tur lodges at the shoulder, and can go op no fiirther. It is one of those simple 
contrivancea which torn out remarkably useful. If any air gets into the tnbe, it 
does not get to the top, and therefore does not vitiate the performance of the 
barometer; for Hie mercoiy itself works np and down through the funnel. Below 
this, the tube should not be unnecessarily contracted. 

The open end of the tube is fixed into an iron cylinder, which forms the cistern 
of the barometer. Iron has no action npon mercury, and is therefore used instead 
of any other metal. One or two holes are made in the top 
of the cistern, which are covered on the inside with strong "»• ">■ 

sfaeep-skin leather, so as to be impervious to mercury, but 
sufficiently porous for the outer air to act upon the column. 
The cistern is of capacity sufficient to receive the mercury 
which &11b out of the tnbe until the column stands lower than 
the scale reads ; and when the tube is completely full, there is 
enough mercury to cover the extremity so as te prevent access 
of air. There is no screw required for screwing up the 
mercury. 

The glass tube thus secured to the cistern is protected by 
a brass tnbnlar frame, into which the iron cistern fits and screws 
compactly. Cork is used to form bearings for the tube. A 
few inches above the cistern is placed the attached thermometer. ( lilljllllil'!''! 

Its bulb is enclosed in the frame, so as to be equally affected 
by heat with the barometric column. The npper end of the iiiiri'ti 

frame is fitted with a cap which screws on, and embraces a glass |j I ' 

shield which rests in a gallery formed on the frame below the 
scale, and serves to protect the silvered scale, as well as the 
mner tube, from dust and damp. A ring, moveable in a 
collar filed on the frame above the centre of gravity of the 
instrument, is attached to gimbals, and the whole is sup- 
ported by a brass arm in the usual manner; so that the instrument can be moved 
round its axis to bring any source of light upon it, and will remain vertical in all 
positions of the ship. The vernier reads to five- hundredths of an inch. No 
words are placed upon the scale, as tiie old formulary was deemed misleading. The 
vernier can be set wiUi great exactness, as light is admitted to the top of the 
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mercury by a jfront and a back slit in the frame. The lower edge of the vernier 
should be brought to the top of the mercury, so as just to shut out the light. 

It is evident that this form of barometer must be more reliable in its indications 
than those in wooden frames. The graduations* can be accurately made, and they 
will be affected only by well-known alterations due to temperature. Some think the 
tube is too firmly held, and therefore liable to be broken by concussion more readily 
than that of an inferior instrument. This, however, appears a necessary conse- 
quence of greater exactness. It is an exceedingly good portable instrument, and 
can be put up and taken down very readily. These barometers are preferred to 
marine barometers in wood, wherever they have been used. In merchant ships, 
and under careful treatment, they have been found very durable. They may be 
sent with safety by nulway, packed carefully in a wooden box. 

Directions for Packing. — ^In removing this barometer it is necessary to slope it 
gradually till the mercury reaches the top of the tube. It is then portable, if 
carried cistern end upwards or lying flat. If carried otherwise, it will very probably 
be broken by the jerking motion of the heavy mercuiy in the glass tube. Of course 
it must not be jarred, or receive concussion. 

Position for Marine Barometer, — ^Admiral FitzRoy, to whose valuable papers we 
are much indebted, writes in his ''Barometer Manual" : — " It is desirable to place 
the barometer in such a position as not to be in danger of a side blow, and also 
sufficiently far from the deck above to allow for the spring of the metal arm in cases 
of sudden movements of the ship. 

" If there is risk of the instrument striking anywhere when the vessel is much 
heeled, it will be desirable to put some soft padding on that place, or to check 
movement in that direction by a light elastic cord; in fixing which, attention must 
be paid to have it acting only where risk of a blow begins, not interfering otherwise 
with the free swing of the instrument : a very light cord attached above, when 
possible, will be least likely to interfere injuriously.*' 

21. Method of verifying Marine and other Barometers. — " In nearly all 
the barometers which had been employed at sea tiU recently the index correction 
varied through the range of scale readings, in proportion to the difference of capacity 
between the cistern and the tube. To find the index correction for a land barometer, 
comparison with a standard, at any part of the scale at which the mercury may happen 
to be, is generally considered sufficient. To test the marine barometer is a work of 
much more time, since it is necessary to find the correction for scale readings at 
about each half inch throughout the range of atmospheric pressure to which it may be 
exposed ; and it becomes necessaiy to have recourse to artificial means of changing 
the pressure of the atmosphere on the surface of the mercury in the cistern. 

" The barometers to be thus tested are placed, together with a standard, in an 
air-tight chamber, to which an air-pump is applied, so that, by partially exhausting 
the air, the standard can be made to read much lower than the lowest pressure to 
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which marine barometers are likely to be exposed ; and by compressing the air it 
can be made to read higher than the mercnry ever stands at the level of the sea. 
The tube of the standard is contracted similarly to that of the marine barometer, 
bnt a provision is made for adjusting the mercnry in its cistern to the zero point. 
Glass windows are inserted in the upper part of the iron air-chamber, through which 
the scales of the barometers may be seen ; but as the verniers cannot be moved in 
the usual way from outside the chamber, a provision is made for reading the height 
of the mercury independent of the verniers attached to the scales of the respective 
barometers. At a distance of some five or six feet from the air-tight chamber a 
vertical scale is fixed. The divisions on this scale correspond exactly with those on 
the tube of the standard barometer. A vernier and telescope are made to slide on the 
scale by means of a rack and pinion. The telescope has two horizontal wires, one fixed 
and the other moveable by a micrometer screw, so that the difference between the 
height of the column of mercury and the nearest division on the scale of the stan- 
dard, and also of all the other barometers placed by the side of it for comparison, 
can be measured either with the vertical scale and vernier or the micrometer wire. 
The means are thus possessed of testing barometers for index error in any part of 
the scale, through the whole range of atmospheric pressure to which they are likely 
to be exposed ; and the usual practice is to test them at eveiy half inch from 27'5 
to 81 inches. 

'' In this way barometers of various other descriptions have been tested, and 
B6me errors found to be so large that a few barometers read half an inch and 
upwards too high, while others read as much too low. In some cases those which 
were correct in one part of the scale were found to be from half an inch to an inch 
vnrong in other parts. These barometers were of an old and ordinary, not to say 
inferior, construction. In some the mercury would not descend lower than about 
29 inches, owing to a fault very general in the construction of many common 
barometers till lately in frequent use : — ^the dstem was not large enough to hold the 
mercury which descended firom the tube in a low atmosplieric pressure, 

<< When used on shore, this contraction of the tube causes the marine barometer 
to be sometimes a Little behind an ordinary land barometer, the tube of which is not 
contracted. The amount varies according to the rate at which the mercury is rising 
or falling, and ranges from 0*00 to 0*02 of an inch. As the motion of the ship at 
sea causes the mercury to pass more rapidly through the contracted tube, the read- 
ings are almost the same there as they would be if the tube were not contracted, 
and in no case do they differ enough to be of importance in maritime use." 

The cistern of this marine barometer is generally made an inch and a quarter 
in diameter, and the scale part of the tube a quarter of an inch in bore. The 
inches on the scale, instead of being true, are shortened by '04 of an inch, in order 
to avoid the necessity of applying a correction due to the difference of capacity of 
the tube and cistern. This is done with much perfection, and the errors of the 
instruments, when compared with a standard by the apparatus used at Kew and 
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liiyerpool Observatories, are determined to the thonsandth of an inch, and are 
invariably veiy nniform and small. The error so determined includes the eorrection 
due to capillarity, capacity, and error of graduation, and forms a constant correc- 
tion, so that only one variable correction, that due to temperature, need be applied, 
when the barometer is suspended near the water line of the ship, to make the obser- 
vations comparable with others. With all the advantages of this barometer, 
however, it has recently been superseded, to some extent, because it was found to 
require more care than could ordinarily be expected to be given to it by the com- 
mander of a ship. Seamen do not exactly understand the value of such nice accuracy 
as the thousandth part of an inch, but prefer an instrument that reads only to a 
hundredth part. 

22. THE FITZROY MARINE BAROMETER. 

Admiral FitzRoy deemed it desirable to construct a form of barometer as practi- 
cally useful as possible for marine pxu-poses. One that should be less delicate in 
structure than the Eew barometer, and not so finely graduated. One that could be 
set at a glance and read easily ; that would be more likely to bear the common shocks 
unavoidable in a ship of war. Accordingly, the Admiral has devised a barometer, 
which he has thus described : — 

^* This marine barometer, for Her Majesty's service, is adapted to general. 
purposes. 

** It differs from barometers hitherto made in points of detail, rather than prin- 
ciple: — 1. The glass tube is packed with vulcanised india-rubber, which checks 
vibration from concussion; but does not hold it rigidly, or prevent expansion. 
2. It does not oscillate (or pump), though extremely sensitive. 8. The scale is 
porcelain, very legible j and not liable to change. 4. There is no iron anywhere 
(to rust). 6. Every part can be unscrewed, examined, or cleaned, by any careful 
person. 6. There is a spare tube, fixed in a cistern, filled with boiled mercuiy, and 
marked for adjustment in this, or any similar instrument. 

*^ These barometers are graduated to hundredths, and they will be found 
accurate to that degree, namely the second decimal of an inch. 

'' They are packed with vulcanised caoutchouc, in order that (by this, and by 
a peculiar strength of glass tube) guns may be fired near these instruments without 
causing injury to them by ordinary concussion. 

<< It is hoped that all such instruments, for the public service at sea, vriU be 
quite similar, so that any spare tube will fit any barometer. 

" To Shift a Tvbe. — Incline the barometer slowly, and then take it down, after 
allowing the mercury to fill the upper part. Lay the instrument on a table, unscrew 
the outer cap at the joining just below the cistern swell, then unscrew the tube and 
cistern, by turning the cistern gently, against the sun, or to the left, and draw out 
the tube very carefully witJuna bending it in the least, turning it a little, if required, 
as moved. Then insert the new tube veiy cautiously, screw in, and acljust to the 
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diamond-cut mark for 27 inches. Attach the cap, and saepend Uie barometer 
tax nse. 

" If the mercQi7 doea not immediately quit the top of the tube, tap the cistern 
end rather sharply. In a well-boiled tube, mth a good vacuum, the mercury hangs, 
at times, so adhesively aa to deceive, by canaing a anppositiou of some 
defect. 

' ' In about ten minutee the meroorial column should be nearly right ; 
but as local temperature affects the brass, as well as the mercury, slowly 
and unequally, it may be well to defer any exact camparwona vriPi. other 
iuntrumenti for some few hoars." 

Messrs. Negretti and Zambra are the makers of these barometers 
for the Royal Navy. Fig. 18 is an illustration. 

The tobe is fixed to a boxwood cistern, which is plugged willi very 
porous cane at the t«p, to allow of the ready influence of a variation in 
atmospheric pressure upon tbe mercury. Round the neck of the cistern 
is formed a brass ring, with a screw thread on its circumference. This 
screws into the frame, and a mark on the tnbe is to be adjusted to 27 
inches on the scale, the cistern covering screwed on, and the instrument 
is ready to suspend. The frame and all the fittings are brass, without 
any iron whatever ; because the contact of the two metals produces a 
galvanic action, which is objectionable. The spare tube is fitted with 
india-rubber, and ready at any time to replace the one in the frame. 
The ease with which a tnbe can be replaced when broken is an excellent 
feature of the instrument. The spare tube is carefully stowed in a box, 
which can also receive the complete instrument when not in use. All 
the parts are made to a definite gange ; the fiames are, therefore, all as 
nearly as possible similar to each other, and the tabes — like rifle bnllets — 
are a4}Qstible to any frame. If, then, the tube in use gets broken, the 
captain can replace it by the other ; but, as it is securely packed with 
india-rubber, there is very little liability of its being broken by fair 
usage. Every person who Imows the importance of the barometer on 
board ship, will acknowledge that the supplementary tnbe is a decided 
improvement. Many instromente of this description are afloat in the 
Royal Navy, and in a short time it may be expected that all the frames B.^ 
and tnbes of barometers in the public service at sea will be similar in size 
and character; so that should a captain have the misfortune to get both his tubes 
broken, he would be able to borrow another from any ship he fell in vrith that had 
one to spare, which would be perfectly accurate, because it would have been verified 
before it was sent ont. 



23. Admiral FitzRoT'i Words for the Scale. — The graduation of inches and 
decimals are placed in this barometer on the right-hand side of the tube; and on a 
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similar piece of porcelain, on the left-hand, are engraved, as l^bly as ihey are 
expressed succinctly, the following words, of universal application in the interpretation 
of the barometer movements : — 

RISE FALL 

FOR FOR 

COLD WAKM 

DRY WET 

OR 'OB 

LESS MORE 

WIND. WIND. 



EXOEPT EXCEPT 

WET FROM WET FBOH 

COOLEB SIDE. GOOLEB SIDE. 

Reverting to the explanation of the words on the <* Coast*' barometers 
(at page 14), and comparing and considering them as given for northern latitudes, 
and as they must be altered for southern latitudes, it will be perceived, that for all 
cold winds the barometer rises ; and falls for warm winds. The mercury also falls 
for increased strength of wind ; and rises as the wind hdla. Likewise before or with 
rain the column of mercury falls ; but it rises with fine dry weather. Putting these 
facts together, and substituting for the points of the compass the terms " cold** and 
*' warm," the appropriateness of the words on the scale of this barometer is readily 
perceived. These concise and practical indications of the movements in the baro- 
meter are applicable for instruments intended for use in any region of the w(M-ld, 
and are in perfect accordance with the laws of winds and weather deduced by Dove 
and other meteorologists. There is nothing objectionable in them, and being 
founded upon experience and the deductions made from numerous recorded observa- 
tions of the weather in all parts of the world, as well as confirmed by the theories 
of science, they may consequently be considered as generally reliable. They involve 
no coDJecture, but express succinctly scientific principles. 

24. Trials of the FitzBoy Marine Barometer under Fire of Guxui. — 

Some of the first barometers made by Messrs. Negretti and Zambra on Admiral 
FitzRoy's principle were severely tried under the heaviest naval gun firing, on board 
H.M.S. Excellent; and under all the circumstances, they withstood the concussion. 
The purpose of the trials was ** to ascertain whether the vulcanized india-rvJbher 
packing round the glass tube of a new marine barcmieter did check the vibration 
caused by firing, and whether guns might be fired close to these instruments 
without causing injury to them." ' In the first and second series of experi- 
ments, a marine barometer on Admiral FitzRoy's plan was tried against a 
marine barometer on the Kew principle, both instruments being new, and treated 
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in all respeots similarly. Thej were *' hung over the gnn, under the gun, and by 
the side of the gun, the latter both inside and outside a buDdiead, — in isjit, in all 
ways that they would be tried in action with the bulkheads cleared away.'* The 
result was that the Eew barometer was broken and rendered useless, while the new 
pattern barometer was not injured in the least. In a third series of experiments, Mr. 
Negretti being present, five of the new pattern barometers were subjected to the concus- 
sion produced by firing a 68-pounder gun with shot, and 16 tbs. charge of powder. 
They were suspended from a beam immediately under the gun, then from a beam im- 
mediately over the gun, and finally they were suspended by the arm to a bulkhead, at 
a distance of only 8 ft. 6 in. from the axis of the gun ; and the result was, 
according to the official report, ''that all these barometers, however suspended, 
would stand, without the slightest injury, the most severe concussion that they 
would ever be likely to experience in any sea-going man-of-war." These trials 
were conducted under the superintendence of Captain Hewlett, C.B., and the guns 
were fired in the course of his tmud instructions. His reports to Admiral FitzBoy, 
giving all the particulars of the trials, are published in the '< Ninth Number of 
Meteorological Papers," issued by the Board of Trade.* s 

25. NEGRETTI AND ZAMBRA'S FARMERS BAROMETER AND 

DOMESTIC WEATHER-GLASS. 

It is a well-known fact that the barometer is as much, or even more affected by 
a change of wind as it is by rain ; and the objection raised against a simple barometer 
reading, as leaving the observer in doubt whether to expect wind or rain, is removed 
by the addition of the Hygrometer, an instrument indicating the comparative degree 
of dryness or dampness of the air; — a most important item in the determination of 
the coming weather. 

The &rmer should not be content to let his crops He at the mercy, so to speak, 
of the weather, when he has within his command instruments which may be the 
means of preventing damage to, and in cases total loss of, his crops. 

The fEirmer hitherto has had to depend for his prognostication of the weather 
on his own unassisted "Weather Wisdom;" and it is perfectly marvellous how 
expert he has become in its use. Science now steps in, not to ignore this experience, 
but on the contrary, to give it most valuable assistance by extending it, and enabling 
it to predict, with an accuracy hitherto unknown, the various changes that take 
place in this most variable of climates. 

To the invalid, the importance of predicting with tolerable accuracy the changes 



• Wltb reference to these iMurometere, we haye receiyed the sabjoined testimonial, with permiraion to use 

it BM we please* 

" Meteorohgie OJIce, I2th Jtme, 1863. 
*' Missis. Niokrtx ft Zambra, 

"The barometers which yon have lately supplied to Her Majesty's ships through this 
Office are much approred, being good for general sertioe, afloat or on land. 

"(Signed) R. FITZROT." 
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that are likely to occur in the weather, cannot be over-rsted. Uanj colds would b« 
prevented, if we conld know that the moming so balmy and bright, wonld subside 
into a cold and cheerless afternoon. Even to tlie robnst, mnch inconveniflnc« may 
be prevented by a due respect to the indicatiooe of the hygrometer and the barometer, 
and the delicate in heattb will da well to r^;ard its warnings. 

Description of the Instrummit, — The fanner's barometer, aa 
fignied in the mai^, consists of an upright tnbe of meTcnrj 
inverted in a cistern of the same fluid ; this is secured against 
a strong frame of wood, at the upper end of which is fiied the 
scale, divided into inches and tenths of an inch. On either 
side of the barometer, or centre tabe, are two thermometers — 
that on the left hand has its bulb uncovered and freely exposed, 
and indicates the temperature of the air at the place of obser- 
vation ; that on the right hand has its bulb covered with a piece 
of muslin, from which depend a few threads of soil lamp cotton ; 
this cotton is immersed in the small cap situated just nnder 
the thermometer, this vessel being foil of water ; the water rises 
by capiUaiy attraction to the mnsUn-covered bulb, and keeps 
it in a constantly moist state. 

These two thermometers, which we distingnish by the names 
"Wet Bulb" and " Dry Bulb," form the Hygrometer; and it 
is by (he simnltaneons reading of these two thermometers, and 
noting the difference that exists between their indications, that 
the humidity in the atmosphere is determined. 

Admiral FitzRoy's words (see p. 22) are placed upon the 
scale of the barometer, as the value of a reading depends, not 
BO much on the actual height of the mercury in the tube, as it 
does on whether the column is rising, steady, or foiling. 

The moveable screw at the bottom of the ciatern is for the 

purpose of forcing the mercury to the top of the tube when the 

instrument is being carried from place to place, and it mnst 

always be unscrewed to its utmost limit when the barometer is 

hung in its proper place. Alter this it should never be touched. 

The manner in which the Hygrometer acts is as follows : 

It is a pretty well-known fact that water or wine is often cooled 

by a wet cloth being tjed round the bottle, and then being 

placed in a current of air. The evaporation that takes ploee 

in the progressive drying of the cloth causes the temperature 

to fall considerably below that of the surrounding atmosphere, 

anil the contents of the bottle are thus cooled. In the same manner, then, the 

covered wet bulh thermometer will be found mrnriaUij to read lower than the nn- 

covei-cd one ; and the greater the dryness of the air, the greater will he the difference 
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between the indications of the two thennometers ; and the more moisture that 
exists in the air, the more nearly they will read alike. 

The cnp must be kept filled with pure water, and occasionally cleaned out, to 
remove any dirt. The muslin, or cotton-wick, should also be renewed every few 
weeks. The hygrometer may be had separate from the barometer, if the combined 
instruments cannot be sufficiently exposed to the external air, this being essential 
for the successful use of the hygrometer. 

This £Emner's weather-glass, then, consists of three distinct instruments: the 
barometer, the thermometer, and the hygrometer. He has thus at command the three 
instrumental data necessary for the prediction of the weather. And now to describe-^ 

How to Use the Instrument, — The observations should be taken twice a day, 
say at 9 a.m. and 8 p.m. ; and should be entered on a slip of paper, or a slate hung 
up by the barometer. The observer will then be able to see the different values of 
the readings firom time to time, and to draw his conclusions therefrom. 

The thermometer on the left hand should first be read, and a note made of its 
indication, which is the temperature of the air. The wet bulb thermometer should 
now be read, and also noted ; and the difference should be taken of these two 
readings. Next read the barometer by moving the small index at the side of the 
tube until it is on a level with the top of the mercury. Having noted the number 
of inches at which the column stands, compare with the last observation, and see 
immediately whether the barometer is rising, steady, or falling. 

Now, having taken the observations as above, we naturally ask the question, 
Whctt are we to predict from them ? 

And, probably, the best way of answering this queiy will be by giving an 
example. We will suppose that our readings yesterday were as follows : — ^Tempera- 
ture, 70*; Wet Bulb, 69"; Difference, l'*;=very moist air. Barometer, 29-5, and 
that ndn has fallen. 

To-day, we read: — Temperature, 60°; Wet Bulb, 55**; Difference, 5**;=dryer 
air. Barometer, 80. We may safely predict that the rain will cease, and probably 
we may have wind from the northward. 

In spring or autumn, if the barometric height be steady any where between 
29*6 and 80 inches, with the temperature about 60°, fresh to moderate south-westerly 
winds, with cloudy sky, will probably characterize the weather ; the indications of 
the hygrometer being then specially serviceable in enabling us to foretell rain; but 
if the mercury become steady at about 80*5 inches, with temperature about 40", 
north-easterly winds, dry air, and clear sky, may be confidently expected. 

Many cases will doubtless suggest themselves to the observer where these figures 
do not occur, and where he might find a difficulty in interpreting the indications of 
his instruments. We have, therefore, drawn up some concise rules for his guidance ; 
and although they will not prove absolutely infallible guides to this acknowledged 
most difficult problem, still, they will be found of much service in foretelling the 
weather, when added to an intelligent ob8er>'ation of ordinary atmospheric phe- 
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nomena, as force and direction of wind, nature of any particnlar season, and the 
time of year. 

26. RULES FOR FORETELLING THE WEATHER. 

A BISINO BABOMBTEB. 

A *' Rapid " rise indicates unsettled weather. 

A << Gradual" rise indicates settled weather. 

A ** Rise," with dry air, and cold increasing in summer, indicates wind from north- 
ward; and if rain has &llen, better weather is to be expected. 

A ** Rise," with moist air and a low temperature, indicates wind and rain from 
northward. 

A " Rise/' with southerly wind, indicates fine weather. 

A STEADY BABOMBTEB, 

With dry air and a seasonable temperature, indicates a continuance of yeiy fine 
weather. 

A FALLINO BABOMBTEB. 

A ** Rapid " fall indicates stormy weather. 

A '' Rapid " fall, with westerly wind, indicates stormy weather from northward. 

A " Fall," with a northerly wind, indicates storm, with rain and hail in summer, 

and snow in winter. 
A '* Fall," with increased moisture in the air, and the heat increasing, indicates 

wind and rain from southward. 
A '' Fall," with dry air, and cold increasing (in winter), indicates snow. 
A *' Fall," after very cahn and warm weather, indicates rain with squally weather. 

27. Causes which may bring about a Fall or a Bise in the Barometer.*— 

As heat produces rarefaction, a sudden rise of temperature in a distant quarter may 
affect the wei^t of the atmosphere over our heads, by producing an aerial current 
outwards, to supply the place of the lighter air which has moved from its former 
position; in which case the barometer will flail. Now such a movement in the 
atmosphere is likely to bring about an intermixture of currents of air of different 
temperatures, and from this intermixture rain is likely to result. 

On the other hand, as cold produces condensation, any sudden &1I of tempera- 
ture causes the column of air over the locality to contract and sink to a lower level, 
whilst other air rashes in from above to supply the void; and, accordingly, the baro- 
m3ter rises. Should this air, as often happens, proceed from the north, it will 
contain in general but little moisture ; and hence, on reaching a warmer latitude, 
wil take up the vapour of the air, so that dry weather will result. 

It is generally observed, that wind causes a fiEill in the instrument; and, indeed, 
in those greater movements of the atmosphere which we denominate storms or 

• ruk C. Daabeny, F.B.S., "On Climate." 
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horricaneSy the depression is so considerable as to forewarn the navigator of his 
impending danger. It is evident, that a draught of air in any direction must diminish 
the weight of the column overhead, and consequently cause the mercury in the 
barometer to sink. 

The connection, therefore, of a sinking of the barometric column with rain is 
frequently owing to the wind causing an intermixture of the aerial cxurents which, by 
their motion, diminish the weight of the atmosphere over our heads; whilst a steady 
rise in the column indicates the absence of any great atmospheric changes in the 
neighbourhood, and a general exemption from those causes which are apt to bring 
about a precipitation of vapour. 

28. ITse of the Barometer in the management of Hine8.--The inflammable 
and suffocating gases, known to coal-miners as fire-damp and choke-damp, are 
specifically heavier than air; and as they issue from the fissures of the mine, or are 
released from the coal, the atmospheric pressure tends to drive them into the lowest 
and least ventilated galleries. Consequently a greatly reduced atmospheric pressure 
will favour a sudden outflow or advance of gas ; whence may result cases of explo- 
sion or suffocation. It has been found that these accidents occur for the most part 
about the time of a low barometric column. A reliable barometer should, therefore, 
be systematically consulted by those entrusted with the management or. control of 
coal-mines, so that greater vigilance and caution may be enjoined on the miners 
whenever the mercury falls low, especially after it has been unusually high for some 
days. 

29. ITse of the Barometer is estimating the Height of Tides.— The pressure 
of the atmosphere affects the height of the tide, the water being in general higher 
as the barometer is lower. The expressions of seamen, that ** frost nips the tide," 
and ''fog nips the tide,'* are explained by the high barometer which usually accom- 
panies frost and fog. M. Danssy, Sir J. C. Ross, and others, have established that 
a rise of one inch in the barometer will have a corresponding fall in the tide of 
about one foot. Therefore navigators and pilots will appreciate the following sug- 
gestion of Admiral FitzEoy : — 

** Vessels sometimes enter docks, or even harbours, where they have scarcely a 
foot of water more than their draught ; and as docking, as well as launching large 
ships, requires a close calculation of height of water, the state of the barometer 
becomes of additional importance on such occasions.'* 
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CHAPTER n. 

SYPHON TUBE BAROMETERS. 

80. Principle of- — If some mercury, or any other^uid, be poured into a tube of 
glass, bent in the form of U) and open at both ends, it will rise to the same height in 
both limbs, the tube being held vertically. If mercury be poured in first, and then 
water upon it at one end, these liquids will not come to the same level ; the water 
will stand much higher than the mercury. If the height of the mercury, above the 
line of meeting of the fluids, be one inch, that of the water will be about thirteen-and- 
a-half inches. The explanation of this is, that the two columns balance each other. 
The pressure of the atmosphere in each limb is precisely similar ; but the one 
column stands so much higher than the other, because the fluid of which it is 
composed is so much lighter, bulk for bulk, than the other. If one end of the 
tube be hermetically closed, the other limb be cut off within a few inches of the 
bend, and the tube carefully filled with mercury ; by placing it in a vertical position, 
the mercury will fall, if the closed limb be long enough, until it is About thirty 
inches higher than that in the exposed limb, where it will remain. Here the 
atmosphere presses upon the short column; but not upon the long one. It is 
this pressure, therefore, which maintains the difference of level. In fact, it forms 
a barometer without a cistern, the short limb answering the purpose of a cistern. 
The first barometers on this principle were devised by the celebrated philosopher, 
Dr. Hook, as described in the next section. 

81. DIAL, OR WHEEL BAHOMETERS. 

The familiar household '' Weather Glasses" are barometers on the syphon 
principle. The portions of the two limbs through which the mercury will rise and 
fall with the varying pressure of the atmosphere are made of precisely the same 
diameter; while the part between them is contracted. On the mercury, in the 
exposed limb, rests a round float of ivory or glass ; to this a string is attached and 
passed over and around a brass pulley, the other end carrying another lighter weight. 
The weight resting on the mercury rises and falls with it. On the spindle of the 
pulley, which passes through the frame and centre of the dial-plate, is fixed a light 
steel hand, which revolves as the pulley turns round. When the mercury falls for 
a decrease of atmospheric pressure, it rises by the same quantity in the short tube, 
and pushes up the float, the counterpoise falls, and thus moves the hand or pointer 
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to the left. When the presBttre increases, the pointer is drawn in a similar manner 
to the right. 

viK. 19. rui. so. 



fil 






The dials are generally made of metal silvered over or enamelled, bnt por- 
celain maybe nsed. If the circmnfereni;e of the pnlley,or "wheel," be two inches, 
it will revolve once for an alteration of level amounting to two inches in each tube, 
or four inches in the height of the barometric colnmn ; and as the dial may be from 
twenty to thirty-sii inches in circnmference, five to nine inches on the graduated 
scale corresponds to one inch of the column ; and hence the snb-divieions are 
distinctly perceptible, and a vernier is not necessaiy. 

The motion of the pointer alone ia visible ; and a mahogany, or rosewood, 
frame, snppc«ts, covers, and renders the instroment ornamental and portable. In 
the back of the frame Is a hinged door, which covers the cavity containing the tube 
and fixtures. The dial is covered by a glass in a brass rim, similar to a clock &ce. 
A brass index, working over the dial, moveable by a key or button, may be applied, 
and will serve to register the position of the hand when last observed. These 
instmments are nsnally fitted with a thermometer, and a spirit level; the latter foi 
the purpose of getting the instrument perfectly vertical. They sometimes have, in 
addition, a hygrometer, a sympiesometer, an aneroid, a mirror, or a clock, &c., 
singly or combined. The firome admits of mnch variety of style and decoration. 
It may be carved or inlaid. The usual a^JtiBtment of scale is suited for localities 



80 HETEOROLOaiGAL INBTRtTUBNTS. 

at no considerable eleTation above the sea. Accordingly, being commercial arUcles, 
ihej have been fonnd fre^nentl; quite oat of place. VHien intended for oae at high 
FlK. 98. 




etevatioDB, they should have a special adjnstment of scale. Ab household inslra- 
menta thej are serviceable, and ornamental. Bat the snpply-and -demand principle 
npon which they are sold, has entailed npon those issued by inferior makers a 
generally bad adjustment of scale. The illnstrstions are those of ordinary designs. 
Dial barometers required for transmission to distant parts, as India and the 
Colonies, are famished with a steel stop-cock, to render them portable more effec- 
tually than can be done by the method of plugging the tnbe. 



82. 8TANDAKD SYPHON BAKOMETER. 
F^. 24 represents the most accurate form of the Oay Lussac barometer. The 
short limb is closed at the top, after tlie mercury is introduced, and a small lateral 
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Kff- "• pniictore ia made at a, which is coTered over with a BubBtance which 
,_^j._^ permits the access of air, but prevents the escape of any mercary when 
the instrument is packed for travelling. The bent part of the tube is 
contracted to a capillary bore ; and jnst above this, in the long limb, is 
placed the air-trap, already described (see p. 17)i and here illnstrated 
(fig. 25}. When le-versed, as it most be for portability, the capillaiy 
attraction keeps the mercmy in the long branch. Bhonld the mercury 
of the short column get detached, some small quantity of 
air may pass ; but it will be arrested at the pipette, and will 
not vitiate the length of the barometric column. It can be 
easily expelled by gently shaking or tapping the instnunent 
before suspending it for observation. In the illustration, 
the zero of the scale is placed at Z, near the middle of the 
tube; and the graduations extend above and below. In 
maltipg an observation, it is necessary to take the reading 
ZA on the long branch, and Z B on the short one. The 
sum of the two gives the height of the barometer. The : 
zero of the scale in some instnimente is placed low down, 
so as to require the difference of the two readings to be 
taken. A thermometer is attached to the frame as usual. 

These instrmnents can be very accorately graduated, and are very 
exact in their indications, provided great care has been exercised in 
selecting the tubes, which must be of the same calibre throughout tiie 
parts destined to meaenre the variations of atmospheric pressote. They 
should be Buspended so as to insure their hanging vertically. 
*'^^p*' The syphon barometer does not require correction for capillari^ nor 
for capacity, as each surface of the mercury is equally depressed by 
capillary attraction, and the qnanti^ of mercury which &11b from the long limb of 
the tabe occupies the same length in the short one. The barometric height mast, 
however, be corrected for temperature, as in the cistern barometer. Tables contain- 
ing the temperatnre corrections to be applied to barometer readings for scales 
the glass tube, or on brass or wood frames, are pablished. 
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CHAPTER ni. 
BABOGEAPHS, OE SELF-EEGISTEEING BAEOMETEES. 

33. Milne's Self-Segiitering Barometer. — For a long tiine a good and accurate 
self-recording barometer was much desired. This want is now satis&ctonlj sap- 
plied, not by one, but by several descriptions of apparatus. The one first to be 
described was the design of Admiral Sir A. Milne, who himself constmcted, in 1857, 
we believe, the original instrument, which he used with much success. Since that 
time several of these instruments have been made, and have performed satisfEictorily. 
The barometer tube is a syphon of large calibre, provided with a Gay Lussac pipette, 
or air-trap; and fitted with a float, a wheel, and a pointer, as in the '* Dial" baro- 
meter. The float is attached to a delicate watch-chain, which passes over the wheel 
and is adequately counterpoised. Behind the indicating extremity of the pointer or 
hand is a projecting point, which &ces the frame of the instrument, and is just 
within contact with the registering paper. A clock is applied, and fitted with 
auxiliary mechanism, so as to be able to move the mounted paper with regulaiity 
behind the pointer, and at designed equal intervals of time to release a system of 
levers and springs, so as to cause the marker to impress a dot on the paper, either 
by puncture or pencil-mark. The paper is ruled with horizontal lines for the range 
of the mercurial colunm, and parallel arcs of circles for the hours. Thus the 
barometer is rendered self-recording, by night or day, for a week or more; hence 
the great value of the instrument. The clock, index, and registering mechanism 
are protected from dust and interference by a glass front, hinged on and locked. 
As the temperature of the mercury is not registered, there is fixed to the frame a 
Sixe's thermometer to record the maximum and minimum temperatures, which 
should be noted at least every twenty-four hours. 

Admiral FitzBoy has suggested the name " Atmoscope" for Admiral Milne*s 
barometer; and he has also termed it a '' Barograph." This latter word appears to 
be applicable to all kinds of self-registering barometers hitherto designed. Of the 
arrangement under consideration Admiral FitzBoy writes : — " It shows the alter- 
ations in tension, or the pulsations, so to speak, of atmosphere, on a large scale, by 
hourly marks; and the diagram expresses, to a practised observer, what the 
' indicator card* of a steam-cylinder shows to a skilful engineer, or a stethescope to 
a physician." 

34. Modification of Milne*s Barometer. — The great difficulty to be over- 
come in Milne's barometer, is to adjust the mechanism for obtaining registration so 
that the action of the striker upon the pointer should not in the slightest degree 
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move it from its tmo position. A di£ferent mode of regiatration, capable of recording 
accnratelj the leaat appreciable movement of the meicurial column, has been effected. 
In this instrument the regiatering paper is carried 
npon a cylinder or dram. By reference to Uie illas- 
tration, Fig. 26, the details of couBtradion will be 
readily nnderstood. It shonld, however, be men- 
tioned, that it is not a picture of the outward appear- 
ance of the instnuueut. The position of the baro- 
meter shonld be behind the clock ; it is repreeented on 
one side merely for the purpose of clearly illnBtrating 
ihe arrangement and principles. The instrument has a 
lai^e syphon barometer tube, in which the mercurial 
column is represented. On the mercnry at A, in its 
open end, rests a glass float, attached to a watch- 
chain, or snitable silken cord, the other end of which 
is connected to the top of the arched head on tlie 
short arm of a lever-beam. The long arm of the 
beam is twice the length of the short arm, for the 
following reason. As the mercury falls in the long 
limb, it rises through an equal space in the short limb 
of the tube, and vice vena. But the barometric 
colnmn is the difference of height of the mercury in 
the two limbs ; hence the rise or fait of the float 
throngh half-an-inch wiU correspoBd to a decrease or 
an increase of the barometric column of one inch. 
In order, then, to record the movements of the baro- 
metric colnmn, and not those of the float, the arm 
of the beam connected with the float is only half the 
radios of the other arm. Both anna of the beam 
carry circular- arched heads, which are similar portions 
of the complete circles, the centre of cnrratnre being 

the fhlcmm, or axis. This contrivance maintains the leverage on each extremity of 
the beam always at the same distance from the fulcrum. From the top of tho 
large arched head a piece of watch-chiun descends, and is attached to the marker, B, 
which properly counterpoises the float. A, and is capable of easy movement along a 
groove in a brass bar, so aa t« indicate the barometric height on an ivory scale, 6', 
fixed on the same vertical framing. On the opposite aide of the marker, B, is formed 
a metallic point, which &ces the registration sheet and is nearly in contact witli It. 
The framing, which carries the scale and marker, is an arrangement of brass bars, 
delicately adjusted and controlled by springs, so as to permit of a quick horizontal 
motion, in a small arc, being conminnicated to it by the action of the ham- 
mer, E, of the clock, whereby tJte point of the marker is caused to impteaa a 
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dot upon the paper* The same clock gives rotation to the hollow wooden cylinder, 
D, npon which is monnted the registering paper. The clock mnst be rewoond 
when a fresh paper is attached to the cylinder, which may be daily, weekly, or 
monthly, according to constraction ; and the series of dots impressed upon the 
paper shows the height of the barometric column every hour by day and night. 
The space traversed by the marker b precisely equal to the range of the 
barometric column. 



Tiff. 87* 36. King's Self-Segiftering Barometer. 

Mr. Alfred King, Engineer of the liveipool 
Gas-light Company, designed, so long ago 
as 1854, a barometer to register, by a con- 
tinuous pencil-tracing, the variations in the 
weight of the atmosphere; and a highly- 
satisfactory self-recording barometer, on his 
principle and constructed under his imme- 
diate superintendence, has quite recently 
been erected at the Liveipool Observatory. 

Fig. 27 is the front elevation of this 
instrument. Aj the barometer tube, is three 
inches in internal diameter, and it floats 
freely (not being fixed as usual) in the fixed 
cistern, B, guided by firiction-wheels, W. 
The top end of the tube is fastened to a pecu- 
liar chain, which passes over a grooved wheel 
turning on finely- adjusted friction rollers. 
The other end of the chain supports the 
frame, D, which carries the tracing pencil. 
^- U ^3 firame is suitably weighted and guided, 

and faces the cylinder, 0, around which the 
tracing paper is wrapped, and which rotates 
once in twenty-four hours by the movement 
of a clock. Mr. Hartnup, Director of the 
Liverpool Observatory, in his Annual Beport, 
1868, says : — ^' For one inch change in the 
mercurial column the pencil is moved through 
five inches, so that the horizontal lines on 
the tracing, which are half an inch apart, represent one-tenth of an inch change in 
the barometer. The vertical lines are hour lines, and being nearly three-quarters of 
an inch apart, it will be seen that the smallest appreciable change in the barometer, 
and the time of its occurrence, are recorded." 

'* It has been remarked by persons in the habit of reading barometers with large 
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tubes, ihaty in sqnally weather, sadden and frequent oscillations of the mercurial 
column are sometimes seen. Now, to register these small oscillations must be a 
very delicate test of the sensitiyeness of a self-registering barometer, as the time 
occupied by the rise and fiEdl of the mercury in the tube in some cases does not 
exceed one minute." Mr. Harfcnup affirms that the tracing of this instrument 
exhibits such oscillations whenever the wind blows strong and in squalls. 

As the barometer in this instrument is precisely similar to the '* Long Range 
Barometer'* invented by Mr. McNeild (and which will be found described at page 48), 
it may be desirable to quote the following, from Mr. Hartnup*s Report : — " Mr. King 
constructed a small model instrument to illustrate the principle. This instrument was 
entrusted to my care for examination, and it was exhibited to the scientific gentlemen 
who visited the Observatory in 1854, during the meeting of the British Association 
for the Advancement of Science." 

36. Syphon, with Photcgraphio Begistratioxi. — ^A continuous self-registering 
barometer has been constructed, in which photography is employed. Those who 
may wish to adopt a similar apparatus, or thoroughly to understand the arrangements 
and mode of observation, should consult the detailed description given in the 
Greenwich Magneticcd and Meteorological ObservationSf 1847. As the principles 
are applicable to photographic registration of magnetic and electric as well as 
meteorologio variations in instrumental indications, it would be beside our purpose 
to describe fully the apparatus. 

The barometer is a large syphon tube ; the bore of the upper and lower extremi- 
ties, through which the surfaces of the mercury rise and fsdl, is 1^ inch in 
diameter. The glass float in the open limb is attached to a wire, which moves a 
delicately-supported light lever as it alters its elevation. The fulcrum of the lever 
is on one side of the wire; the extremity on the other side, at four times this dis- 
tance from the fulcrum, carries a vertical plate of opaque mica, having a small 
aperture. Through this hole the light of a gas-jet shines upon photographic 
paper wrapped round a cylinder placed vertically, and moved roxmd its axis by a 
clock fixed with its h^e horizontal. The cylinder is delicately supported, and 
revolves in friction rollers. A bent wire on the axis is embraced by a prong on the 
hour hand of the time-piece; therefore the cylinder is carried round once in twelve 
hours. It might be arranged for a different period of rotation. 

As the cylinder rotates, the paper receives the action of the light, and a 
photographic trace is left of the movements of the barometer four times the extent 
of the oscillations of the float, or twice the length of the variations in the baro- 
metric column. Certain chemical processes are required in the preparation of the 
paper, and in developing the trace. The diagram which we give on the next page, 
with the explanation, taken from Brew's Practical Meteorology^ will enable the above 
description to be better understood : 
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'' Q « is a lever whose fdcram is e, the oounterpoise/ nearly snpporiiDg it; s is 
an opaqne plate of mica, with a small aperture at p^ through whioh the light passes, 
having before been refracted by a cylindrical lens into a long ray, the portion only 
of which opposite the aperture p impinges on the paper; d is a wire supported by 
a float on the surface of the mercury; G Hia the barometer ; p, the vertical cylinder 
charged with photographic paper; r, the ^photographic trace; /, the timepiece, 
carrying round the cylinder by the projecting arm t. It is evident that the respective 
distances of the float and the aperture p from the fulcrum may be regulated so thai 
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the rise and fall of the float may be multiplied to any extent required." When 
only the lower sur&oe of the mercury in a syphon barometer is read, as in the 
instrument just described, a correction fbr temperature is strictly due to the 
height of the quicksilver in the short tube ; but this in so short a column will rarely 
be sensible. 
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CHAPTER IV. 
MOimTAIN BAEOMETEBS. 

37* The Syphon Tnbe Mountain Barometeri on (h,y Lnssao'fl prlnoiple, 

constracted as described at page 81, and fixed in a metallic tabular frame, forms a 
simple and light travelling instrmnent. The graduations are made upon the frame, 
and it is suspended for reading by a ring at the top, from beneath an iron tripod 
stand, which is usually supplied with it. Considerable care is requisite in adjusting 
the nemiers, so as to keep the instrument steady and' vertical. A drawback to the 
convenience of this barometer is the movement of the mercury in the short limb, 
which is generally not confined, and hence has every fiEicility for becoming quickly 
oxidised in travelling. To remedy this, Messrs. Negretti and Zambra so construct 
the Mountain Syphon Barometer that by a simple half turn of a screw the mercury 
can be confined for portability, while the lower limb can be taken out for cleaning 
whenever found requisite. 

38, Mountain Barometer on Fortin's prinoiple.— This barometer, with Fortm*s 
cistern, as arranged by Messrs. Negretti and Zambra, is an elegant, manageable, 
and very accurate instrument for travelling purposes, and well adapted for careful 
measurement of heights. The cistern is made large enough to receive all the mer- 
cury that will fall from the tube at the highest attainable elevation. The screw at 
the bottom confines the mercury securely for carriage, and serves to adjust the 
sur&ce of the mercury to the zero of the scale when making an observation. The 
vernier reads to *002 of an inch, and slides easily on the brass frame, which is 
made as small in diameter as is compatible with the size of the tube. The 
tube in this barometer should be altogether without contractions, so that the mer- 
cury will readily fall when it is set up for observation. It must be carefully calibrated, 
and its internal diameter ascertained, in order that correction may be made for capil- 
larity. This correction, however, should be combined with the error of graduation, 
and form a permanent index error, ascertainable at any time by comparison with 
an acknowledged standard barometer. 

The barometer is supported in the tripod stand (frimished as part of the in- 
strument) when used for observation. It is suspended by placing two studs, in the 
ring on the frame, in slots formed on the top of the stand, so that it hangs freely and 
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vertically in gimbals. To the metal top of the stand, mahogany legs are hinged. To 
make the barometer portable, it most be lifted out of the stand, sloped gently until 
the mercury reaches the top, tnming the screw at the bottom meanwhile; then invert 
and screw until the mercury is made tight. The inverted instrument packs in the 
stand, the legs being formed to fit round the frame ; and receptacles are scooped 
out for the cistern, thermometer, gimbals, and vernier; so that the instrument is 
firmly surrounded by the wooden legs, which are held fiut together by brass rings 
passed over them. 

Vig, 89* 39. Vewman's Monntaixi Barometer.— Fig. 29 is an illustration 

of the mountain barometer known as Newman's. The cistern consists 
of two separate compartments; — ^the top of the lower and the bottom 
of the upper, being perfectly flat, are pivoted closely together at the 
centres, so that the lower can move through a small arc, when tamed 
by the hand. This movement is limited by two stops. The top of 
the lower compartment and the bottom of the upper have each a cir- 
cular hole, through which the mercuzy communicates. When the instm- 
ment is required for observation, the cistern is turned close up to the 
stop marked ** open" or ** not portable,** When it is necessary to pack 
it for travelling, the mercurial column must be allowed to fill the tube by 
sloping the barometer gently; then invert it, and move the cistern to the 
stop marked ''shut" or ''portable" In this condition, the upper compart- 
ment is completely filled with mercury, and consequently that in the tube 
cannot move about, so as to admit air or endanger the tube. Nor can the 
mercuiy pass back to the lower compartment, as the holes are not now 
coincident, and the contact is made too perfect to allow the mercury to 
creep between the surfaces. The tube does not enter the lower compart- 
ment, which is completely fall of mercury when the instrument is arranged 
for observation. The spare capacity of the upper cistern is sufficient to 
receive the mercury which descends from the tube to the limit of the en- 
graved scale, which in these barometers generally extends only to about 20 
inches. A lower limit could of course be given by increasing the size of the 
cisterns, which it is not advisable to do unless for a special purpose. This 
barometer may be had mounted in wood, or in brass frame. If in wood, 
it has a brass shield, which slides round the scale part of the frame, so as to 
be easily brought in front of the tube and scale as a protection in travelling ; 
the vernier screw, in this case, being placed at the top of the instrument. When 
the scale is graduated with true inches, the neutral point, the capacity and capillarity 
corrections should be marked on the frame. The graduated scales, however, placed 
on these barometers in brass frames, are usually artificial inches, like the Kew plan 
of graduation; the advantage being that one simple correction only is required, viz. 
one for index error and capillarity combined, which can always be readily determined 
by comparison with a standard barometer; moreover, as no a^ustment of cistern is 
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reqnired in reading, the instmment can be verified by artificial presBoie thronghont the 
scale, by the plan practised at Eew, Liverpool, &a., and already described (see p. 16). 

40. NEGRETTI & ZAMBRA'8 PATENT MOUNTAIN AND OTHER 
BAROMETERS. 
This invention is intended to make monntain and other barometers of standard 

accuracy stronger, more portable, and less liable to derangement, what being carried 

aboat, than heretofore, b; dispensing Fir. SO; 

with the ordinary flexible cistern con- 
taining the mercniy at the bottom of the 

instmment, and adapting in lien thereof 

a rigid cistern oonstmcted of glass and 

iron. The cistern is composed of a 

glass cylinder, which is secured in a 

metallic tnbe or frame. In order to 

render the cistern mercnry-ti^t at top 

and bottom, metal caps are screwed into 

the tnbe or frame, and bear against 

leather washers placed between them 

and the edges of the glass cylinder. 

The npper cap of the cistern is tapped 

with a fine threaded screw to receive the 

iron ping or socket, into which the baro- 
meter tube is secnrely fixed. The whole 

length of this plug has a fine screw cnt 

upon it by which the cistern can be 

screwed np or down. At the side of this 
ping OT socket, extending from the lower 
end to within half an inch of the top, is 
cnt a groove for admitting the air to the 
surface of the mercury within the cistern 
when the barometer is in use. An ivory 
point is screwed inta the under surface 
of the ping, carrying the barometer tube. 
This ivory point is very carefiilly a4jaGted 
by measoroment to be the zero pomt of 
the instrument, from which the barometer 
scale of inches is divided. The surface 
of the mercury in the cistern is adjusted 
to the zero point by screwing the cistern 
np or down mitil the ivoiy point and its 
reflected image are in contact. 
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The instnunent (fig. 80) is shown in a state of acyostment, ready to take an 
obserTation;, but when it is desired to render it portable, it must be inclined^ untU 
mercury front the cistern fills the tube; the cistern must then he screwed up on tks 
socket, so as to bring the fiEice of the npper cap against the nnder side of the shoulder 
of the cover immediate! j above it; the instnunent may then be carried without 
being liable to derangement. 

Precautions necessary in using the Mountain Barometer, — On removing the 
barometer from its case after a jonmey, allow it to remain with its scale end down- 
ward, whilst the cistern is unscrewed to the extent of one turn of the screw, after which 
slightly shake the cistern ; the mercury in it will then completely fill the end of the 
barometer tube, should any portion of it have escaped therefrom. 

The barometer is then inverted, and if it be desired to make an observation, 
suspend it vertically from its stand by the ring at top. The cistern must then be 
unscrewed, until the surface of the mercury is brought just level with the extreme 
end of the ivory or zero point fixed to the iron plug on which the glass cistern 
moves up and down. 

Should the elevation of the place where the barometer is to be used be con- 
siderably above the sea level, it will be well — ^after suspending it from the stand — 
to unscrew the cistern several turns, holding the barometer in an obliqus position, as 
at great heights the mercury will fall considerably quicker than the cistern can be 
unscrewed, thereby filling it to overflowing ; but by partly unscrewing the cistern 
first, room is given for the reception of a ML of mercury to the extent of several 
inches. 

The cistern must not be unscrewed when the Instrument is invbbted more than 
two turns of the screw, otherwise the mercury will flow out through the groove. 

It is found safer when travelling to carry the barometer in a horizontal position, 
or with its cistern end uppermost. 

To clean the Barometer. — Should at any time the mercury in the cistern become 
oxidised, and reading from its surface be difficidt, it can be readily cleaned by 
removing the cistern and its contained mercury from the barometer frame by un- 
screwing it when in a horizontal position; this precaution is necessary that the 
mercury in the tube may not escape, and thereby allow air to enter. The cistern 
must then be emptied, and with a dry clean leather, or silk handkerchief, well cleaned. 

The operation of cleaning being performed, return the cistern to the frame, 
and screw it until the face is brought up against the under side of the shoulder, 
still keeping the instrument lumzontal. The cistern is now ready for re-filling, to 
do which stand the barometer on end head downwards, and remove the small screw 
at bottom; through the aperture thus opened, pour in mercury, passing it through 
a paper funnel with a very small aperture. It is well to pass the mercury through a 
very small funnel two or three times before returning it to the barometer cistern, as 
by this process all particles of dust or oxide adhere to the paper, and are effectually 
removed. 
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Shonld any small quantity of the mercury be lost during the operation of 
cleaning, it is' of no importance so long as sufficient remains to allow of acjjnst- 
ment to the zero point. This latter constitutes one of the great advantages of 
this new instrument over the ordinary barometer; for, in the majority of cases, 
after an instrument has been compared carefully with a standard, should mercury 
be lost, there is no means of correcting the error unless a standard barometer be at 
hand; the new barometer is, in this respect, ind^endent, a little mercury more or 
less being unimportant. 

41, Short Tube Barometer. — ^This is simply a tube shorter, as may be required, 
than that necessary to show the atmospheric pressure at the sea level. It is con- 
venient for balloon purposes, and for use at mountain stations, being of course a 
special construction. 

42. Method of Calciilating Heights by the Barometer. — The pressore of 
the atmosphere being measured by the barometer, it is evident that as the instrument 
is carried up a high mountain or elevated in a balloon, the length of the column 
must decrease as the atmospheric pressure decreases, in consequence of a stratum 
of air being left below. The pressure of air arises from its weight, or the attraction 
of gravitation upon it, and therefore the quantity of air below the barometer cistern 
cannot influence the height of the column. Hence it follows that a certain relation 
must exist between the difference of the barometric pressure at the foot and at the 
top of a hill or other elevation, and the diflerenoe of the absolute heights above the 
sea. Theoretical investigation, abundantly confirmed by practical results, has 
determined that the strata of air decrease in density in a geometrical proportion, 
while the elevations increase in an arithmetical one. Hence we have a method 
of determining differences of level, by observations made on the density of the air 
by means of the barometer. It is beyond our purpose to explain in detail the 
principles upon which this method is founded, or to give its mathematical investi- 
gation. We append Tables, which will be useful to practical persons, — surveyors, 
engineers, travellers, tourists, &c., — ^who may carry a barometer as a travelling 
companion. 

Table I. is calculated from the formula, height in feet = 60,200 (log. 29-922 
—log. By+ 925 ; where 29*922 is the mean atmospheric pressure at 82** F., and 
the mean sea-level in latitude 45** ; and B is any other barometric pressure ; the 925 
being added to avoid minus signs in the Table. 

Table IE. contains the correction necessary for the mean temperature of the 
stratum of air between the stations of observation; and is computed from 
Regnault^s co-efficient for the expansion of air, which is '002086 of its volume at 
82° for each degree above that temperature. 

Table m. is the correction due to the difference of gravitation in any other 
latitude, and is found from the formula, or = 1 + *00265 cos. 2 lat. 
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Table lY. is to correct for the dimination of gravity in ascending from the sea- 
level. 

To nse these Tables : The barometer readings at the upper and lower stations 
having been corrected and reduced to temperatnre 82"* F., take ont from Table I. the 
nnmbers opposite the corrected readings, and subtract the lower from the upper. 
Multiply this difference successively by the flEU^tors found in Tables 11. and HI. The 
factor from Table m. may be neglected unless precision is desired. Finally, add 
the correction taken from Table lY. 

Table I. 





Apprommate Height dm to Barometric Pressure, 




Inches. 


Feet. 


Inches. 


Feet 


Inches. 


Feet 


810 





28-2 


2475 


25*4 


6209 


80*9 


84 


•1 


2568 


•3 


6312 


•8 


169 


280 


2661 


•2 


6416 


•7 


254 


27-9 


2754 


•1 


6519 


•6 


889 


•8 


2848 


250 


6623 


•6 


425 


•7 


2942 


24-9 


6728 


•4 


611 


■6 


8087 


•8 


6888 


•3 


697 


•6 


8182 


•7 


6989 


•2 


688 


•4 


8227 


•6 


6046 


•1 


770 


•8 


8828 


•5 


6152 


80-0 


857 


•2 


8419 


•4 


6259 


29-9 


944 


•1 


8515 


•8 


6366 


•8 


1082 


270 


8612 


•2 


6474 


•7 


1120 


26-9 


8709 


•1 


6582 


•6 


1208 


•8 


8806 


240 


6691 


•6 


1296 


•7 


8904 


23*9 


680O 


•4 


1885 


•6 


4002 


•8 


6910 


•8 


1474 


•5 


4100 


•7 


7020 


•2 


1568 


•4 


4199 


•6 


7131 


•1 


1658 


•3 


4298 


•5 


7242 


29-0 


1748 


•2 


4398 


•4 


7858 


28-9 


1833 


•1 


4498 


•3 


7465 


•8 


1924 


26-0 


4598 


•2 


7577 


•7 


2015 


25-9 


4699 


•1 


7690 


•6 


2106 


•8 


4800 


23-0 


7803 


•6 


2198 


•7 


4902 


22*9 


7917 


•4 


2290 


•6 


5004 


•8 


8082 


•3 


2882 


•5 


5106 


•7 


8147 
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Table I. — contintied. 
Approximate Height due to Barometric Pressure. 



Inches. 


Feet 


IncheB. 


Feet. 


Inohes. 


Feet 


22*6 


8262 


18-9 


12987 


15-2 


18682 


•6 


8878 


•8 


18076 


■1 


18805 


•4 


8495 


•7 


18215 


15-0 


18979 


•8 


8612 


•6 


18855 


14-9 


19154 


•2 


8729 


•6 


18496 


•8 


19880 


•1 


8847 


•4 


18688 


•7 


19507 


220 


8966 


•8 


18780 


•6 


19685 


21-9 


9085 


•2 


18923 


•6 


19865 


•8 


9205 


•1 


14067 


•4 


20046 


•7 


9825 


180 


14212 


•8 


20228 


•6 


9446 


17-9 


14858 


•2 


20412 


•6 


9667 


•8 


14505 


•1 


20697 


•4 


9689 


•7 


14652 


14-0 


20783 


•8 


9811 


•6 


14800 


18*9 


20970 


•2 


9984 


•6 


14949 


•8 


21159 


•1 


10058 


•4 


15099 


•7 


21849 


210 


10182 


•8 


15250 


•6 


21541 


20-9 


10807 


•2 


15402 


•6 


21734 


•8 


10482 


•1 


15554 


•4 


21928 


•7 


10558 


17-0 


15707 


•8 


22124 


•6 


10684 


16-9 


16861 


•2 


22821 


•6 


10812 


•8 


16016 


•1 


22520 


•4 


10940 


•7 


16172 


180 


22720 


•8 


11069 


•6 


16329 


12-9 


22922 


•2 


11198 


•6 


16487 


•8 


28126 


•1 


11828 


•4 


16646 


•7 


28881 


200 


11458 


•8 


16806 


•6 


23538 


19-9 


11589 


•2 


16967 


•6 


23746 


•8 


11721 


•1 


17129 


•4 


28956 


•7 


11858 


160 


17292 


•8 


24168 


•6 


11986 


15-9 


17456 


•2 


24881 


•5 


12120 


•8 


17621 


•1 


24596 


•4 


12254 


•7 


17787 


120 


24818 


•8 


12889 


•6 


17954 


11-9 


25032 


•2 


12525 


•5 


18122 


•8 


25258 


•1 


12662 


•4 


18291 


•7 


25476 


190 


12799 


•3 


18461 


•6 


25700 



A 
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Table H. 
Correction due to Mean Temperature oj the Air. 



Mean 
Temp. 


Factor. 


Mean 
Temp. 


Factor. 


Mean 
Temp. 


Factor. 


lOo 


0-955 


85» 


1006 


60° 


1-057 


11 


•957 


86 


1008 


61 


1-059 


12 


•959 


87 


1010 


62 


1-061 


18 


•961 


88 


1012 


68 


1068 


14 


•968 


89 


1014 


64 


1065 


15 


•965 


40 


1-016 


66 


1067 


16 


•967 


41 


1-018 


66 


1-069 


17 


•969 


42 


1-020 


67 


1071 


18 


•971 


48 


1-022 


68 


1078 


19 


•974 


44 


1024 


69 


1075 


20 


•976 


45 


1-026 


70 


1-077 


21 


•978 


46 


1-029 


71 


1-079 


22 


•980 


47 


1-081 


72 


1081 


28 


•982 


48 


1-088 


78 


1088 


24 


•984 


49 


1-085 


74 


1-086 


25 


•986 


50 


1-087 


76 


1-088 


26 


•988 


51 


1-089 


76 


1090 


27 


.990 


52 


1-041 


77 


1-092 


28 


•992 


58 


1-048 


78 


1094 


29 


•994 


54 


1-045 


79 


1-096 


80 


•996 


55 


1.047 


80 


1-098 


81 


0-998 


56 


1049 


81 


1-100 


82 


1-000 


57 


1-051 


82 


1-102 


88 


1002 


58 


1058 


88 


1-104 


84 


1-004 


59 


1-055 


84 


1-106 



Table m. 



Latitude. 


Factor. 


Latitude. 


Factor. 


Latitude. 


Factor. 


80° 


0-99751 


50 


0-99954 


20 


1-00208 


75 


0-99770 


45 


1-00000 


15 


1-00280 


70 


0-99797 


40 


1-00046 


10 


1-00249 


65 


0-99880 


85 


1-00090 


5 


1-00261 


60 


0-99868 


80 


1-00132 





100265 


55 


0-99910 


25 

1 


1-00170 
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Table IV. 



Height in 


Correction 


Height in 


Correction 


Thoiifiand Feet. 


Additive. 


Thousand Feet. 


Additive. 


1 


8 


14 


44 


2 


5 


16 


48 


8 


8 


16 


52 


4 


11 


17 


56 


6 


14 


18 


60 


6 


17 


19 


65 


7 


20 


20 


69 


8 


28 


21 


74 


9 


26 


22 


78 


10 


80 


28- 


88 


11 


88 


24 


88 


12 


87 


25 


98 


18 


41 


26 


98 



Example 1. On October 21st, 1852, when Mr. Welsh ascended in a balloon, at 
8h. 80m. p.m., the barometer, corrected and reduced, was 18'85, the air temperature 
27% while at Greenwich, 159 feet above the sea, the barometer at the same time 
was 29*97 inches, air temperatnre 49°, the balloon not being more than 5 miles S.W. 
from oyer Greenwich; required its elevation. 



Barometer- in Balloon ... 18*85, Table I. 
„ at Greenwich ... 29*97 „ 

Mean Temperatnre, 88°, Table n. Factor 

Latitude 51^% Factor from Table m. 

Correction from Table lY. 

Elevation of Greenwich ... 



»» 



Balloon 



Feet 
18007 
888 

12124 
1*012 

12269- 
*99941 

12262 
88 

12800 
159 

12459 feet. 



The following examples, from the balloon ascents of J. Glashier, Esq., F.B.S., 
will serve for practice.* 



• FMt Beport of the Britiah Aaoeimtioii, 1861. 
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2. Ascended from Wolyerhampton, 18th Angost, 1862, at 2h. 88m. (.m. ; baro- 
meter (in all cases corrected and reduced to 82'' F) was 14-868, the temperatnie of 
the air 26° ; at the same time, at Wrottesley Hall, 581 feet aboye the sea, in latitade 
62^** N, the barometer was 29*46, and the temperature of the air 65*''4; find the 

eleyation of the balloon aboye the sea. 

Height, 18,959 feet. 

8. From the same place an ascent was made 5th September, 1862, when at 
Ih. 48m. p.m. barometer was 11*954, air (T; at Wrottesley Hall 29-88, air 56% 

Height, 28,928 feet. 

4. From the Ciystal Palace a balloon ascent was made 20th Angost, 1862. 
At 6h. 47m. p.m. barometer was 25*55, air 50^*5 ; and at the same time at Crreenwich 
Obseryatozy, at 159 feet aboye the sea, the barometer was 29*81, air 68**. 

Height, 4,406 feet. 

5. From the same place an ascent was made 8th September, 1862. At 5 p.m., 

the balloon being oyer Blackheath, barometer was 25*60, and the air 49''*59 while at 

Greenwich, barometer was 29*92, air 66**'4. 

Height, 4,461 feet. 
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CHAPTER V. 
SEGONDAET BAEOMETERS. 

43- Desirability of VBgintyiag the Barometer £ange*— The limits within 
which the ordinary barometric column oscillates, do not exceed four inches for ex- 
treme range, while the ordinary range is confined to abont two inches; hence it has 
often been felt that the public utility of the instrument would be greatly enhanced 
if by any means the scale indications could be increased in length. This object was 
sought to be obtained by bending the upper part of the tube from the vertical, so 
that the inches on the scale could be increased in length in proportion to the secant 
of the angle it made with the vertical. This was called ''the diagonal barometer." 
The upper part of the tube has abo been formed into a spiral, and the scale, placed 
along it, is thus greatly enlarged. 

But these methods of enlarging the indications cannot be so successfully accom- 
plished, nor so cheaply nor so elegantly, as is done by the principle employed in 
the dial barometer. Hence they are not in use. 

44* EowBon's Long Bange Barometer.^Very recently quite a novel design has 
been patented by Mr. Howson, for a long range barometer. The construction 
requires neither distortion of the tube, nor mechanism for converting a short scale 
into a long one ; but the mercury itself rises and falls, through an extended range, 
naturally, and in simple obedience to the varying pressure of the atmosphere. The 
tube is fixed, but its cistern is sustained by the mere pressure of the atmosphere. 
Looking at the instrument, it seems a perfect marveL It appears as though the 
cistern with the mercury in it must fall to the ground. The bore of the tube is 
wide, about an inch across. A long glass rod is fixed to the bottom of the glass 
cistern, where a piece of cork or some elastic substance is also placed. The tube is 
filled with mercury ; the glass rod is plunged into the tube as it is held top down- 
wards, until the cork gets close up to the tube and fits tightly against it. The pres- 
sure against the cork simply prevents the mercury from coming out while the instru- 
ment is being inverted. When it is inverted, the mercury partly falls, and forms an 
ordinary barometric column. When the top is held, the cistern and glass rod, instead 
of falling away, remain perfectly suspended. There is no material support to 
the cistern; the tube only is fixed, the cistern hangs to it. Glass is many 
times lighter than mercury. When the glass rod is introduced, it displaces an 
equal volume of mercury. The glass rod, being so much lighter than mercury, 
floats and sustains the additional weight of the cistern by its buoyancy. In the 
mean time, the atmosphere is acting upon the mercury, keeping up the ordinaiy 
barometric column. Supposing there is a rise in the ordinary barometer, the 
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atmoBphere preeseB some more mercni? np ibe tnbe. This mer- 
cury is taken out of the cistern, which of coarse hecomes lighter, 
and therefore the rod and cistem float np a httle higher, which 
thus cansea the colnmn of merciuy to rise still more. The 
increased presBore and bnoyancy thus acting together, increase 
the ascent in the barometric colnmn, as shown by the fixed scale. 
One inch in the barometer mi^t be represented hy two or more 
inches in this instrument, according to constmction. Supposing 
there was a decrease of pressure, the mercory wonld h]l, come 
into the cistern, make it heavier, and increase the fall somewhat. 
Friction gnidee, at the top of the rod, prevent it coming into 
contact with the side of the tube when vertically suspended. The 
illnstration, Fig. 81, shows the appearance of the instrament as 
framed in wood by the makers, Messrs. N^^tti and Zambra. 



45. HoVflild'a long Range BaromAteri — A barometer de- 
signed by a gentleman named McNeild is on a directly opposite 
principle to the one just described. The tube is made to float 
on the mercory in the cistem. It is filled with mercniy, inverted 
in the nsual manner, then allowed to float, being held vertically 
bj glass hiction points or guides. By this contrivance, the ordi- 
nary range of the barometer is greatly increased. One inch rise or 
fall in the standard barometer may be represented by four or five 
inches in this instrument, so that it shows small variations in 
atmospherio pressure vary distinctly. As the mercury falls in the 
tnbe with a decrease of pressure, the enr&ce of the mercury in 
the cistern rises, and the floating tube rises also, which causes an 
additional descent in the colnmn, as shown by fixed gradoatacms 
on the tnbe. With an increase of pressure, some mercury will 
leave the cistem and rise in the tube, while the tube itself 
will {all, and so canse an additional ascent of mercury. This 
barometer is identical in principle with King's Barc^raph (see 
p. 84). 

The constraction of Howson's and McNeild's Barometers has 
been asB^ed to Messrs. N^retti and Zambra. These instru- 
ments are usually made for domestic purposes with a scale of 
fivim three to five, and for pubUo use from five to eight times the 
scale of the ordinary standard. Their sensitiveness is conse- 
quently increased in an equal proportion, and they have the 
additional advantage of not being affected by diflerences of level 
in the cistem. However, these novelties have not been sofB- 
dently tried to determine their practical valoe for strictly scientific 
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purposes ; but as weather-glasses, for showing minute changes, they are superior 
to the common barometer. 

46. The Water-glass Barometer. — ^If a Florence flask, having a long neck, 
have a small quantity of water poured into it, and then be inverted and so supported 
that the open end dips into a vessel containing water, a small column of water 
will be confined in the neck of the bottle, the pressure of which, upon the surfistce 
of the exposed water, will be equal to the difference between the atmospheric 
pressure and the elasticity of the confined air in the body of the bottle. As t^e 
pressure of the atmosphere varies, this column will alter in height. But the 
elasticity of the confined air is also subject to variations, owing to changes of 
temperature. It follows, then, that the oscillations of the column are dependent 
on alterations of -temperature and atmospheric pressure. Such an arrangement has 
been called "the Water-glass Barometer,*' and bears about the same relative value 
to the mercurial barometer, as an exponent of weather changes, that a cat-gut 
hygrometer bears to a thermometric hygrometer, as an indicator of relative 
moisture. 

47. SYMPIESOMETER. 

Nevertheless the instrument now about to be described, depending upon similar 
principles, but scientifically constructed and graduated, is a very useful and valuable 
substitute for the mercurial barometer. It consists of a glass tube, varying, according 

to the purposes for which the instrument is required, 
from six to twenty-four inches in length. The upper 
end is closed, and formed into a bulb ; the lower is 
turned up, formed into a cistern, and open at top, 
through a pipette, or cone. A plug, moveable by a 
catch from below, can be made to close this opening, 
so as to render the instrument portable. 

The upper portion of the tube is filled with air ; 
the lower portion, and part of the cistern, with sul- 
phuric acid, coloured so as to render it plainly visible. 
Formerly, hydrogen and oil were used. It was 
found, however, that, by the process known to 
chemists as ostnosis, this light gas in time partially 
escaped, and the remainder became mixed with air, the 
consequence being that the graduations were no longer 
correct. They are more durable as at present con- 
structed. The liquid rises and falls in the tube with the 
variations of atmospheric pressure and temperature 
acting together. If the pressure were constant, the confined air would expand and 
contract for temperature only, and the instrument would act as a thermometer. In 
fact, the instrument is regarded as such in the manufacture ; and the thermometric 

E 
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scales are ascertained and engraved on the scale. A good mercurial thermometer is 
also mounted on the same frame. If, therefore, at any time the mercmrial and the 
air thermometers do not read alike, it must evidently he due to the atmospheric 
pressure acting upon the air in the tube ; and it is further evident that, under these 
circumstances, the position of the top of the liquid may be marked to represent the 
barometric pressure at the time. In this manijer a scale of pressure is ascertained 
by comparison with a standard barometer, extending generally from 27 to 81 inches. 

When made correctly, these instruments agree well with the mercurial barometer 
for a number of years, and their subsequent a^'ustment is not a matter of much 
expense. 

For use at sea, the liquid colunm is contracted at the bend. The sympiesometer 
is very sensitive, and feels the alterations in the atmospheric pressure sooner than 
the ordinary marine barometer. 

The scale is usually on silvered brass, mounted on a mahogany or rosewood 
frame, protected in front by plate glass. It h generally furnished with a revolving 
register, to record the observation, in order that it may be known whether the pres- 
sure has increased or decreased in the interval of observation. 

Small pocket sympiesometers are sometimes fitted with ivory scales, and pro- 
tected by a neat velvet-lined pasteboard or morocco case. 

How to take an Observation, — In practice, the indications of the atmospheric 
pressure are obtained from the sympiesometer by noting, first, the temperature of the 
mercurial thermometer; secondly, adjusting the pointer of the pressure scale to the 
same degree of temperature on the scale of the air column; thirdly, reading the 
height of the liquid on the sliding scale. 

Directhm for Use. — The sympiesometer should be carried and handled so as to 
keep the top always upwards, to prevent the air mechanically miTing with the liquid. 
Care should also be taken to screen it from casual rays of the sun or cabin fire. 

48. ANEROIDS. 

The beautiful and highly ingenious instrument called by the name Aneroid^ is 
no less remarkable for the scientific principles of its construction and action, than 
for the nicety of its mechanism. It is a substitute, and perhaps the best of all sub- 
stitutes, for the mercurial barometer. As its name implies, it is constructed "without 
fluid," It was invented by M. Vidi of Paris. In the general form in which it is made 
it consists of a brass cylindrical case about four inches in diameter and one and a half 
inch deep, faced with a dial graduated and marked similarly to the dial-plate of a ** whed- 
barometer," upon which the index or pointer shows the atmospheric pressure in inchea 
and decimals of an inch in accordance with the mercurial barometer. Within the case, 
for ordinary sizes, is placed a flat metal box, generally not more than half an inch thick 
and about two inches or a little more in diameter, from which nearly all the air is 
exhausted. The top and bottom of this box is corrugated in concentric circled, so as 
to yield inwardly to external pressure, and return when the pressure is removed. The 
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pressTire of the atmosphere, acting externally, contmnally chaQges, while the elastic 
pressure of the small quantity of air within can only vary by its volume being 
increased or decreased, or by change of temperature. Leaving out of consideration, 
for the moment, the effect of temperature, we can readily perceive that as the pres- 
sure is lessened upon the outside of the box, the elastic force of the air within will 
force out the top and bottom of the box ; and when the outer pressure is increased 
Ihey will be forced in. Thus with the vazying pressure of the atmosphere, the top 
and bottom of the box approach to and recede from each other by a small quantity; 
but the bottom being fixed, nearly all this motion takes place on the top. Thus the 
top of the box is like an elastic cushion, which rises and falls according as the com- 
pressing force lessens or increases. To the eye these expansions and contractions 
would not be perceptible, so small is the motion. But they are rendered very evident 
by a nice mechanical arrangement. To the box is attached a strong piece of iron, kept 
pressed upon it by a spring at one extremity; so that as the top of the box rises, 
the motion is made sensible at the* point held by the spring, and when the top de- 
scends the spring draws the piece of iron into close contact with it. This piece of 
iron acts as a lever, having its fulcrum at one extremity, the power at the centre of 
the box-top, and the other extremity controlled by the spring. Thus it is evident 
that the small motion of the centre of the box-top is much increased at the spring 
extremity. The motion thus obtained is communicated to a system of levers ; and, 
by the intervention of a piece of watch-chain and a fine spring passing round the 
arbour, turns the index to the right or left, according as the external pressure increases 
or^ecreases. Thus, when by increase of pressure the vacuum box is compressed, 
the mechanism transfers the movement to the index, and it moves to the right ; 
when the vacuum box bulges out under diminished pressure, the mechanical motion is 
reversed, and the index moves to the left. As the index traverses the dial, it shows 
upon the scale the pressure corresponding with that which a good mercurial baro- 
meter would at the same time and place indicate; that is, supposing it correctly 
acynsted. 

A different and more elegant arrangement has since been adopted. A broad 
curved spring is connected to the top of the vacuum box, so as to be compressed by 
the top of the box yielding inward to increased pressure, and to relax itself and the 
box as the pressure is lessened. The system of levers is connected to this spring, 
which augments and transfers the motion to the index, in the manner already de- 
scribed. Increase of pressure causes the levers to slacken the piece of watch-chain 
connected with them and the arbour of the index. The spring now uncoils, winds 
the chain upon the arbour, and turns the index to the right. Decrease of pressure 
winds the chain off the barrel, tightens the spiral spring, which thus turns the index 
to the left. The graduations of the aneroid scale are obtained by comparisons 
with the correct standard reading of a mercurial barometer, under the normal and 
reduced atmospheric pressure. Reduced pressure is obtained by placing both in- 
struments under the receiver of an air pump. 
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Fig. SS represents the latest improved mechaDism of an aneroid. The outer case 
Hnd the face of the instnimeut are removed, bnt the hand is attached by its collet to 
the arbonr. A ie the corrugHt«il box, which has been exhausted of air throngh the 
tabe, J, and hermetically sealed by. solder- 
ing. ]i is a powerful corred spring, resting 
m gudgeons fixed on the &ame-plate, and 
attached to a Bocket behind, F, in the top 
of the box. A lever, C, joined to the stoat 
edge of the spring, is connected, by the bent 
lever at D, with the chain, E, the other end 
of which is coiled round, and &stened to 
the arbour, F. As the box. A, is com- 
pressed by the weight of the atmosphere 
increasing, the Bpring, B, is tightened, the 
lever, C, depressed, and the chain, E, un- 
coiled from F, which is thereby tnmed so that the hand, H, moves to the right. 
In the mean while the spiral spring, O, coiled round J^, and fixed at one 
extremity to the firame-work and by the other to F, is compressed. When, there- 
fore, the pressure decreases, A aud B relax, by virtue of their elasticity ; E slackens, 
H unwinds, turning F, which carries // to the lefl. Near J is shown an iron pillar, 
cast as part of the stock of the spring, B. A screw works in this pillar through 
Ibe bottom of the plate, by means of which the spring, B, may be bo accosted to 
the box, .4, as to set the hand, //, to read on the scale according to the indications 
of a mercurial barometer. The lever, C, is composed of brass and steel, soldered 
together, and adjusted by repeated trials to correct for the cfiecte of temperature. 

A thermometer is sometimes attached to the aneroid, as it is convenient fi>r 
indicating the temperature of the air. As regards the instrument itself, no cor- 
rection for temperature con be applied with certainty. It should be set to road 
with the mercurial barometer at 82° F. Then the readings from it are supposed to 
require no correction. 

In considering the effects of temperature upon the aneroid, they are found to be 
somewhat complex. There is the effect of expauBion and contraction of the 
various metals of which the mechanism is composed ; and there is the effect on the 
elasticity of the small portion of air in the box. An increase of temperature produces 
greater, a diminntion less elasticity in this ur. The compensation for effects of tem- 
perature is adjusted by the process of " trial and error," and only a few makers do it 
well. It is very often a mere sham. Admiral FitzBoy writes, in his Barometer 
Manila!, " The known expansion and contraction of metals under varying tempera- 
tiu'es, caused doubte as to the accuracy of the aneroid under snch changes; but they 
were partly removed by introducing into the vacuum box a small portion of gas, as a 
compensation for the effects of heat or cold. The gas in the box, changing is balk 
on a change of temperature, was intended to compensate for the efiect on the metaU 
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of which the aneroid is made. Besides which, a further and more reliable com- 
pensation has lately been effected by a combination of brass and steel bars." 

"Aneroid barometers, if often compared with good mercurial columns, are 
similar in their indications, and valuable ; but it must be remembered that they are 
not independent instruments, that they are set originally by a barometer, require 
adjustment occasionally, and may deteriorate in time, though slowly." 

" The aneroid is quick in showing the variation of atmospheric pressure ; and 
to the navigator who knows the difficulty, at times, of using barometers, this in- 
strument is a great boon, for it can be placed anywhere, quite out of harm's way, 
and is not affected by the ship's motion, although faithfully giving indication of in- 
creased or diminished pressure of air. In ascending or descending elevations, the 
hand of the aneroid may be seen to move (like the hand of a watch), showing the height 
above the level of the sea, or the difference of level between places of comparison.*' 

In the admiral's Not^ on Meteorology, he says, ** The aneroid is an excel- 
lent weather glass, if well made. Compensation for heat or cold has lately been 
introduced by efficient mechanism. In its improved condition, when the cost may 
be about £5, it is fit for measuring heights as far as 5,000 feet with approximate 
accuracy; but even at the price of £3, as a weather-glass only, it is exceedingly valu- 
able, because it can be carried anywhere ; and if now and then compared with a 
good barometer, it may be relied on sufficiently. I have had one in constant use for 
ten years, and it appears to be as good now as at first. For a ship of war (con- 
sidering concussion by the fire of guns), for boats, or to put in a drawer, or on a 
table, I believe there is nothing better than it for use as a common weather-glass." 

Colonel Sir H. James, R.E., in his Instructions for taking Meteorological 
Observations, says of the aneroid, " This is a most valuable instrument; it is 
extremely portable. I have had one in use for upwards of ten years, and find it to 
be the best form of barometer, as a " weather-glass," that has been made." 

One of the objects of Mr. Glaisher's experiments in balloons was " to compare 
the readings of an aneroid barometer with those of a mercurial barometer up to five 
miles." In the comparisons the readings of the mercurial barometer were corrected 
for index-error and temperature. The aneroid readings, says Mr. Glaisher, '* prove 
all the observations made in the several ascents may be safely depended upon, and 
also that an aneroid barometer can be made to read correctly to pressures below 
twelve inches." As one of the general conclusions derived firom his experiments he 
states, ** that an aneroid barometer read correctly to the first place, and probably to 
the second place of decimals, to a pressure as low as seven inches." The two 
aneroids used by Mr. Glaisher were by Messrs. Negretti and Zambra. 

Aneroids are now manufactured almost perfectly compensated for temperature. 
Such an instrument therefore ought to show the same pressure in the external air 
at a temperature say of 40°, as it would in a room where the temperature at the 
same time may be 60^; provided there is no difference of elevation. To test it 
thoroughly would require an examination and a comparison with barometer read- 
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ings rednced to 82" F., condnetod throngli a long range of tempentiire and under 
artificiallj reduced pressnre. A prootical method appears to be to compare the 
aneroid daily, or more often, for a few weeks with the readings of a meicorial baro- 
meter reduced to 82°; and if the error so fomid be eonstant, the oliject of the com- 
pensation maj be assumed to be atttuned, particularly if the temperatm« during 
the period has varied greatly. 

Direclioia for uting the Atteroid. — Aneroids are generally suspended with the 
dial vertical ; but if they be placed with the dial horizontal, the indications differ a 
few bondredths of an inch in the two positions. Hence, if their indications are re^s- 
tered, they should be kept in the same position. 

The aneroid will not answer for exact scientific purposes, as it cannot be relied 
upon for a length of time. Its error of indication changes slowly, and hence 
the necessity of its being set from time to time with the reading of a good baro- 
meter. To allow of this being done, at the back of the outer case is the head of a 
screw in connection with the spring attached to the vacuum box. By applying a 
small tnmscrew to this screw, the spring of the vacuum box may be tightened or re- 
laxed, and the index made to move correspondingly to the right or left on the dial. 
By this means, besides being enabled to correct the aneroid at any time, "if Uie 
meuuie of a height rather greater than the aneroid will commonly show be required, 
it may be rt-»et thus : When at the upper station (mthm iU rarye), and having 
noted the reading carefully, touch the screw behind so as to bring back the hand a 
few inches (if the inatrumeut vrill admit), then read off and start agun. Seeena 
the opereuion when deacending. This may add some inches of measure approxi- 
matdy." — FitzBoy. 

48. Small Sise Aneroilb. — The patent for the Aneroid having expired, Admir&l 
Flv. M. FitzBoy urged upcm 

Messrs. Negretti & 
Zambra the desira- 
bility of redncing 
the size at which it 
had hitherto been 
made, as well aa of 
improving He me- 
chanical arrange- 
ment, and compen- 
sation for tempera- 
ture. They accord- 
ingly engaged skil- 
iiil workmen, who, 
under their direc- 
tions, and at their 
expense, by a great 
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amonat of labour and experiment, sncceedod in redacii^ its dimensions to two inches 
in diameter, and aa inch and a qnarter thick. The exact size and appearance of this 
aneroid are shown in fig. 84. The oompensatios is carefnlly a^jnsted, and the gra- 
doations of the dial ascertained nnder redaced pressure, so tiiat they are not qoite 
equal, but more accurate. 




60. Wat«Ii An«roid,-Bab86qTiently the ^»- »»• 

aneroid has been further reduced in size 
and it can now be bad from an inch and a 
quarter to six inches in diameter. The 
Bmallest size can bo enclosed in watch cases, 
fig. 86, or otherwise, so as to be adapted to 
the pocket. By a beautiihlly simple con- 
trivance, a nulled rim is adjusted to move 
round with hand pressnre, and carry a fine 
index or pointer, outside and around the 
scale engraved on the dial, or face, for the 
porpose of marking the reading, bo that the 
subsequent increase or decrease of pressure 
may be readily seen. These very small 
instruments are found to act quite as cor- 
rectly as the largest, and are much more 
serviceable. Besides serving the purpose 
of a weather-glass in the house or away 
&om home, if carried in the pocket, they are admirably suited to the exigencies of 
tourists and travellers. They may be had with scale sufficient to measure heights 
not exceeding 8,000 feet ; with a scale of elevation in feet, as well ss of pressure in 
inches, engraved on the dial. The scale of elevation, which is for the temperature 
of 60°, wBfl computed by Professor Airy, the Astronomer Royal, who kindly pre- 
sented it to Messrs. Negretti and Zamhra, at the same time suggesting its applica- 
tion. Moderate -sized aneroids, fitted in leathern sling cases, are also good 
travelling instruments, and will be found serviceable to pijots, fishermen, and for 
use in coasting and small vessels, where a mercurial barometer cannot be employed, 
because requiring too much apace. 

Admiral FitzIUr^, in a communication to the Mercantile Marine Magazine, 
December, 1860, says : — " Aneroids are now made more portable, so that a pilot or 
chief boatman may carry one in his pocket, aa a railway guard carries his time- 
keeper ; and, thus provided, pilots cruising for expected ships would be able to 
caution strangers arriving, if bad weather were impending, or give warning to coasters 
or fishing boats. Harbours of Refuge, however excellent and important, are not 
always accessible, even when most wanted, as in snow, rain, or darkness, when 
neither land, nor buoy, nor even a lighthouse- light can bo seen." 
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61. Keasurement of Heights by tlie ADeroid.— For measuring heights not 
exceeding many hundred feet above the sea-level by means of the aneroid, the 
following simple method will suffice : — 

Divide the difference between the aneroid readings at the lower and npper 
stations by *0011 ; the quotient will give the approximate height in feet. 

Thus, supposing the aneroid to read at the 

Lower Station 80*885 inches. 

Upper Station 80-026 

Difference -860 

Divided gives .nni| = ^27 feet. 

• 

* As an illustration of the mode in which the aneroid should be used in mea- 
suring heights, the foUowing example is given:— 

A gentleman who ascended Helvellyn, August 12th, 1862, recorded the following 
observations with a pocket aneroid by Negretti and Zambra : — 

Near 10 a.m., at the first milestone from Ambleside, found by survey to be 
188 feet above the sea, the aneroid read 29*89 inches; about 1 p.m., at the summit 
of Helvellyn, 26*81 ; and at 5 p.m., at the milestone again, 29*76. The tempera- 
ture of the lower air was 67°, of the upper, 64°. Hence the height of the mountain 

is deduced as follows :— 

Inches. 

Beading at 10 a.m. ... ... 29*89 

„ 6 p.m. ... ... 29*76 

Mean ... ... 29*826 Table 1.4^ 1010 

Upper Reading ... ... 26*81 „ 8796 

Difference ^... ... ... ... ... 2786 

Mean Temperature 66o*6, gives in Table II. 1*048 

2920 
Lat. 65° N., gives in Table m -9991 

2917 
JL aoxe XYi ..I ... ... >•• o 

Difference of height ... ... 2922 

Height of lower station 188 

,, Helvellyn ... ... ... ... ... .. 8110 

In Sir J. Herschell*s Physical Geography it is given as ... 8116 ft. 

* Bee page 12 for the Tables. 
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So near an agreement is attributable to the excellence of the aneroid, and the 
careful accuracy of the observer. 

52. METALLIC BAROMETER. 

This instnunenty the invention of M. Bourdon, has a great resemblance to 
the aneroid, but is much simpler in arrangement. The inventor has applied the 
same principle to the construction of metallic steam-pressure gauges. We are here, 
however, only concerned with it as constructed to indicate atmospheric pressure. 
It consists of a long slender flattened metallic tube, partially exhausted of air, and 
hermetically closed at each end, then fixed upon its centre, and bent round so as 
to make the ends flEice each other. The transveirse section of this tube is an elongated 
ellipse. The principle of action is this : interior pressure tends to straighten the 
tube, external pressure causes it to coil more. Hence as the atmospheric pressure 
decreases, the ends of the tube become more apart. 

This movement is augmented and transferred by a mechanical arrangement of 
small metallic levers to a ftidius bar, which carries a rack formed on the arc of its 
circle. This moves a pinion, upon the arbour of which a light pointer, or ''hand,'' 
is poised, which indicates the pressure upon a dial. When the pressure increases, 
the ends of the tube approach each other, and the pointer moves from left to right 
over the dial. The whole mechanism is fixed in a brass case, having a hole at the 
back for adjusting the instrument to the mercurial barometer by means of a key, 
which sets the pointer without afiecting the levers. The dial is generally open to 
show the mechanism, and is protected by a glass, to which is fitted a moveable 
index. 

This barometer is very sensitive, and has the advantage of occupying little 
space, although it has not yet been made so small as the aneroid. Both these 
instruments admit of a great variety of mounts to render them ornamental. The 
metallic barometer can be constructed with a small clock in its centre, so as to 
form a novel and beautiful drawing-room ornament. 

Admiral FitzRoy writes, ** Metallic barometers, by Bourdon, have not yet been 
tested in very moist, hot, or cold air for a sufficient time. They are dependent, or 
secondary instruments, and liable to deterioration. For limited employment, when 
sufficiently compared, they may be very useful, especially in a few cases of electrical 
changes, not foretold or shoicn by mercury, which these seem to indicate remarkably." 

They are not so well adapted for travellers, nor for measurements of con- 
siderable elevations, as aneroids. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

INSTBUMEXTS FOB ASCERTAINING TEMPERATURE. 

53. Temperature is the eneigy with which heat affects our sensation of 
feeling. 

Bodies are said to possess the same temperatnre, when the amonnts of heat 
which they respectively contain act ontwardly vdth the same intensity of transfer 
or absorption, producing in the one case the sensation of warmth, in the other that 
of coldness. Instroments nsed for the determination and estimation of tempera- 
tures are called Thermometen, 

Experience proves that the same body always occupies the same space at the 
same temperature ; and that for every increase or decrease of its temperature, it under- 
goes a definite dilatation or contraction of its volume. Provided, then, a body suffers 
no loss of substance or peculiar change of its constituent elements or atoms, while 
manifesting changes of temperature it will likewise exhibit alterations in volume ; 
the latter may, therefore, be taken as exponents of the former. The expansion and 
contraction of bodies are adopted as arbitrary measures of changes of temperature ; 
and any substance will serve for a thermometer in which these changes of volume 
are sensible, and can be rendered measureable. 

64* Thermometric Substances. — Thermometers for meteorological and domestic 
purposes are constructed with liquids, and generally either mercury or alcohol, 
because their alterations of volume for the same change of temperature are greater 
than those of solids; while being more manageable, they are preferred to gases. 
Mercury is of all substances the best adapted for thermometric purposes, as it main- 
tains the liquid state through a great alteration of heat, hsis a more equable 
co-eficient of expansion than any other fluid, and is peculiarly sensitive to changes 
of temperature. The temperature of solidification of mercury, according to 
Fahrenheit's scale of temperature, is — 40° ; and its temperature of ebullition is 
about GOO"*. Sulphuric ether, nitric acid, oil of sassafras, and other limpid fluids, 
have been employed for thermometers. 

66. Desoription of the Thermometer. — ^The ordinary thermometer consists of 
a glass tube of very fine bore, having a bulb of thin glass at one extremity, and 
dosed at the other. The bulb and part of the tube contains mercury; the rest of 
the tube is a vacuum, and affords spsice for the expansion of the liquid. This 
arrangement renders very perceptible the alterations in volume of the mercury due 
to changes of temperature. It is true, the glass expands and contracts also ; but 
only by about one-twentieth of the extent of the mercury. Begarding the bulb, 
then, as unalterable in size, all the changes in the bulk of the fluid must take place 
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in the tnbe, and be exhibited bjthe expansion and contraction of tiio column, whio 
TariatioDB are made to measure changes of temperature. 

66. BTANDAKD THERMOMETER. 

The peenliaritieB in the constrnctiou of tbermometerB will be best p,^ ^e. 
nnderatood by describing the manufacture of a Standard Thermometer, 
which ia <me of the most accnrate make, and the scale of which is 
divided independently of any comparison with another thermometer. 
Fig. 86 is an illastratioit of snch an instnunent, on a silvered brass scale. 

Sd^Hoa of Tubs, — ^In selecting the glass tnbe, mnch care is reqoi- 
eite to ascertain that its bore is perfectly uniform throngbout. As 
received from the ^ass-house, the tubes are generally, in their interior, 
portions of very elongated cones, so that the bore is wider at one end 
than at the other. With dne care, however, a proper length of tube 
can be selected, in which there is do appreciable difference of bore. 
This is ascertained by introducing into the tnbe a length of mercury of 
about a half or a third of an inch, and accurately measuring it in various 
positions in the tube. To accomplish this, the workman blows a bulb at 
one end of the tube, and heats the bulb a little to drive out some of the 
air. Then, placing the open end in mercury, upon cooling the elasticity 
of the enclosed air diminishes, and the superior pressure of the atmo- 
sphere drives in some mercury. The workman stops the process so soon 
as he judges sufficient mercury has entered. By cooling or heating the 
bulb, as necessary, the mercury is mode to pass from one end of the 
tube to the other. Should the length of this portion of mercury alter 
in various parts of the bore, the tube must be rejected. If It is, as 
nearly as possible, one ouifbrm length, the tube is set aside for filling. 

The buib is never blown by the breath, but by an elastic caont^^uc 
ball containing tur, so that the introduction of moisture is avoided. The 
spherical form is to be preferred ; for it is best adapted to resist the varying pressure 
of the atmosphere. The bulbs should not be too large, or the mercury will take 
some time to indicate sudden changes of temperature. Cylindrical bulbs are some- 
times desirable, as they offer larger surfaces to the mercury, and enable thermometers 
to be made more sensitive. 

The mercury, with which the bulb is to be filled, should be quite pure, and 
freed from moistnre and air by recent boiling. 

Filling the Tiibe, — The filling is effected by heating the bulb with the flame of 
a spirit-lamp, while the open end is embedded in mercury. Upon allowing the bulb 
to cool, the atmospheric pressure drives some mercury into it; and the process of 
heating and cooling is thus continued until sufficient mercury is introduced. The 
mercuy is next boiled in the tube, to expel any air or moisture that may be present. 
In order to close the tnbe and exclude all air, the artist ascertiuns that the tube 



60 METEOROLOGICAL INSTRUMENTS. 

contains the requisite quantity of mercury ; then, by holding the bulb over the spirit 
flame, he causes the mercury to fill the whole of the tube, and dexterously removing 
it from the source of heat, he, at the same instant, closes it with the flame of a 
blow-pipe. If any air remain in the tube, it is easily detected ; for if the instm- 
ment be inverted, the mercury will flEdl to the extremity of the tube, if there is a 
perfect vacuum, unless the tube be so finely capillary that its attraction for the 
mercury is sufficient to overcome the force of gravity, in which case the mercury will 
retain its position in every situation of the instrument. If, however, the mercury 
fall and does not reach quite to the extremity of the bore, some air is present, which 
must be removed. 

The Qraduatwn, — ^The thermometer is now prepared for graduation, the first 
part of which process is the determination of two fixed points. These are given by 
the temperatures of melting ice and of the vapour of boiling water. Melting ice ha^ 
always the same temperature in every place and under all circumstances ; provided 
only that the water firom which the ice is congealed is free from salts. The tempera- 
ture of the vapour of boiling water depends upon the pressure of the atmosphere, but 
is always constant for the same pressure. 

The fixed point corresponding to the temperature of melting ice is called the 
freesdng point. It is obtained by keeping the bulb and the part of the tube occupied 
by mercury immersed in melting ice, until the mercury contracts to a certain 
point, where it remains stationary. This position of the end of the mercury is then 
marked upon the tube. 

The boiling point is not so easily determined, for the barometer must be con- 
sulted about the same time. The boiling apparatus is generally constructed of 
copper. It consists of a cylindrical boiler, heated firom the base by a spirit lamp or 
charcoal fire. An open tube two or three inches in diameter and of suitable length 
enters the top of the boiler. This tube is enveloped by another fixed to the top of 
the boiler but not opening into it, and so that the two tubes are about an inch 
apart. The object of the outer tube is to protect the inner tube from the cold tem- 
perature of the air. The outer tube has an opening at the top for the admission of 
the thermometer, and a hole near the bottom for the escape of steam through a 
spout. When the water is made to boil, the steam rises in the inner tube, fills 
the space between the tubes, and escapes at the spout. The thermometer is then 
passed down into the inner cylinder, and held securely from the top by means of a 
piece of caoutchouc. The tubes or cylinders should be of sufficient length to prevent 
the thermometer entering the water. This is necessary because the temperature of 
boiling water is influenced by any substance which it holds in chemical solution ; 
and, moreover, its temperature increases with the depth, owing to the pressure of 
the upper stratum. The thermometer being thus surrounded with steam, the mer- 
cury rises in the tube. As it does so, the tube should be depressed so as always to 
keep the top of the mercury just perceptible. When the temperature of the vapour 
is attained, the mercury ceases to rise, and remains stationary. The position of 
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the end of the mercury is now marked upon the tube, and the ^'boiling-point" is 
obtained. 

S7. Methods of ascertaining the exact Boiling Temperature. — ^The normal 
boiling temperature of water all nations have tacitly agreed to fix under a normal 
barometric pressure of 29' 922 inches of mercury, having the temperature of melting 
ice, in the latitude of 45**, and at the sea-level. If the atmospheric pressure at the 
time or place of graduating a thermometer does not equal this, the boiling 
temperature will be higher or lower according as the pressure is greater or less. 
Hence a reading must be taken from a reliable barometer, which must also be 
corrected for errors and temperature, and reduced for latitude, in order to com- 
pare the actual atmospheric pressure at the time with the assumed normal pressure. 
Tables of vapour tension, as they are termed, have been computed from accurate 
experimental investigations and theory, — giving the temperatures of the vapour of 
water for all probable pressures ; Begnault's, the most recent, is considered the most 
accurate; and his investigations are based upon the standard pressure given above, 
and are for the same latitude. EEis Table, therefore, will give the temperature on 
the thermometric scale corresponding to the pressure. 

The Conmiissioners appointed by the British Government to construct standard 
weights and measures, decided that the normal boiling-point, 212"*, on the ther- 
mometer should represent the temperature of steam generated under an atmospheric 
pressure equal in inches of mercury, at the temperature of freezing water, to 
29-922 + (cos. 2 latitude X -0766) + (-00000179 X height in feet above the sea- 
level). Hence, at London, lat. 61^80* N., we deduce 29*905 as the barometric 
pressure representing the normal boiling point of water, — the trifling correction due 
to height being neglected. If then, in the latitude of London, the barometric pres- 
sure, at the time of fixing the boiling point, be not 29-905 inches, that point will be 
higher or lower, according to the difference of the pressure from the normal. Near 
the sea-level about 0*59 inch of such difference is equivalent to V Fahrenheit in 
the boiling point. 

Suppose, then, the atmospheric pressure at London to be 80*785 inches, the 
following calculation gives the corresponding boiling temperature for Fahrenheit's 
scale : — 

Observed pressure ... ... ... 80*785 

Normal „ ... ... ... 29*905 



Difference ... ... ... ... *880 

As 0*59 is to 0*88, so is V to 1°*5. 

That is, the water boils at l°-5 above its normal temperature ; so that, in this 
case, the normal temperature to be placed on the scale, viz. 212°, must be 1'''5 lower 
than the mark made on the tube at the height at which the mercury stood under 
the influence of the boiling water. 
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The temperature of the Taponr of boiling water may be found, at any time and 
place, as follows : — Multiply the atmospheric pressure by the factor due to the 
latitude, given in the annexed Table Y., and with the result seek the temperature in 
Table VI. 

Table V. Table VI. 



Latitude. 


Factor. 


Temperature 
of Vapour. 


Tension. 


Temperature 
of Vapour. 


Tension. 


Degrees. 




Degrees. 


Inches. 


Degrees. 


Inches. 





0-99785 


179 


14-984 


197 


22-086 


5 


0-99789 


180 


15-271 


198 


22-601 


10 


0-99751 


181 


15-614 


199 


22-974 


15 


0-99770 


182 


15-968 


200 


28-456 


20 


0-99797 


188 


16-818 


201 


28-946 


25 


0-99830 


184 


16-680 


202 


24-445 


80 


0-99868 


185 


17-049 


208 


24-952 


85 


0-99910 


186 


17-425 


204 


25-468 


40 


0-99954 


187 


17-808 


205 


25-998 


45 » 


1-00000 


188 


18-197 


206 


26-527 


50 


1-00046 


189 


18-694 


207 


27070 


65 


1-00090 


190 


18-998 


208 


27-623 


60 


1-00182 


191 


19-409 


209 


28-185 


65 


1-00170 


192 


19-828 


210 


28-756 


70 


1-00208 


198 


20-254 


211 


29-885 


75 


1-00280 


194 


20-688 


212 


29-922 


80 


1-00249 


195 


21-129 


218 


80-515 






196 


21-578 


214 


81-115 



How to use the Tables. — ^When the temperature is known to decimals of a 
degree, take out the tension for the degree, and multiply the difference between it 
and the next tension by the decimals of the temperature, and add the product to the 
tension, for the degree. 

Bequired the tension corresponding to 197''-84. 



197 
198 



= 22-086 
= 22-601 



Difference 



... 



•465 



'465 X 
197° 

197-84 



•84 = -891 
= 22-086 



= 22-427 



When the tension is given, take the difference between it and the next less tension 
in the Table, and divide this difference by the difference between the next less and 
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next greater tensions. The quotient will be the decimals to add to the degree oppo- 
site the next less tension. 

Thus, for 28*214 inches, reqnired the temperatnre. 

Given 23-214 Next greater 23-466 

22-974 Next less 22-974 





Difference 


••• 


•482 


•240 

•482 


• • • • • • 


= 


•6 


xt less 


• • ■ • • • 

• • • • ■• 


• • • 

• • • 


199-0 


• • • 


199-6 



•240 

And 

Temperatnre opposite next less 
Temperatnre reqnired 

A similar method of interpolation in taking ont numerical quantities is appli- 
cable to abnost all tables ; and should be practised with all those given in this 
work. 

Examphf.'-Thn&, in Liverpool, lat. 68** 80' N., the barometer reading 29^876 
inches, its attached thermometer 66^*, and the correction of the instrument 
being + -016 (including index error, capillarity and capacity), what temperature 
should be assigned for the boiling point marked on the thermometer ? 

Observed barometer ... ... ... 29*876 

Correction ... .... ... + '016 



29-891 
Correction for temperature ... ... ... — *074 

Reduced reading ... ... ... 29-817 

Factor from Table V. ... ... ... 1-00077 



208719 
208719 
29817 



Equivalent for lat. 46** ... ... ...29*88996909 

In Table YI., 29-84 gives temperature 211**-86. 

68. Displacement of the Freezing Point — ^Either the prolonged effect of the 
atmospheric pressure upon the thin glass of the bulbs of thermometers, or the 
gradual restoration of the equilibrium of the particles of the glass after having been 
greatly disturbed by the operation of boiling the mercury, seems to be the cause of 
the freezing points of standard thermometers reading from a few tenths to a degree 
higher in the course of some years, as has been repeatedly observed. To obviate 
this small error, it is our practice to place the tubes aside for about six mouths before 
fixing the freezing point, in order to give time for the glass to regain its former state 
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of aggregation. The making of acenrate thermometers is a task attended with many 
difficulties, the principal one being the liability of the zero or freezing point varying 
constantly, so much so, that a thermometer that is perfectly correct to-day, if 
immersed in boiling water, will be no longer acenrate ; at least, it wiU take some 
time before it again settles into its normal state. Then, again, if a thermometer is 
recently blown, filled, and graduated immediately, or, at least, before some months 
have elapsed, though every care may have been taken with the production of the 
instrument, it will require some correction ; so that the instrument, however care- 
fully made, should from time to time be plunged into finely-pounded ice, in order to 
verify the freezing point. 

69. The Scale. — ^The two fixed points having been determined, it is necessary 
to apply the scale. The thermometers in general use in the United Kingdom, 
the British Colonies, and North America are constructed with Fahrenheit's scale. 
Fahrenheit was a philosophical instrument maker of Amsterdam, who, about 
the year 1724, invented the scale which has given his name to the thermometer. 
The freezing point is marked 82", the boiling point 212"*, so that the intermediate 
space is divided into 180 equal parts, called degrees. '* The principle which dictated 
this peculiar division of the scale is as follows : — ^When the instrument stood at the 
greatest cold of Iceland, or degree, it was computed to contain 11124 equal parts of 
quicksilver, which, when plunged in melting snow, expanded to 11156 parts; hence 
the intermediate space was divided into 82 equal portions, and 82 was taken as the 
freezing point of water: when the thermometer was plunged in boiling water, the 
quicksilver was expanded to 11886; and therefore 212° was marked as the boiling 
point of that fluid. In practice, Fahrenheit determined the divisions of his scale from 
two fixed points, the freezing and boiling of water. The theory of the division, if 
we may so speak, was derived from the lowest cold observed in Iceland, and the 
expansions of a given portion of mercury" (Professor Trail). 

The divisions of the scale can be carried beyond the fixed points, if requisite, 
by equal graduations. Fahrenheit's scale is very convenient in 'some respects. The 
meteorological observer is seldom troubled with negative signs, as the zero of the 
scale is much below freezing. Again, the divisions are more numerous, and conse- 
quently smaller, than on other scales in use; and the farther subdivision into tenths 
of degrees, seems to give all the minuteness usually required. 

Celcim, a Swede, in 1742, proposed zero for the freezing point, and 100 for 
the boiling point, all temperatures below zero being distinguishable by the sign ( — ) 
minus. This scale is known as the cerUiffrade, and is in use in France, Sweden, 
and the southern part of Europe. It has the advantage of the decimal notation, 
with the embarrassment of the negative sign. 

Reaumur, a Frenchman, proposed zero for the freezing point, and SO'' for the 
boiling point, an arrangement inferior to the centigrade. It is, however, in use in 
Spain, Switzerland, and Germany. 
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It is merely a simple arithmetical operation to change the indications of any 
one of these scales into the equivalents on the others. To facilitate such conver- 
sions, tables are convenient, when a large number of observations are under 
discussion; and they can be easily formed or obtained. 

In the absence of such tables, the following formula will insure accuracy of 
method, and save thinking, when occasional conversions are wanted to be made:— 
P. stands for Fahrenheit, 0. for Centigrade, and B. for Beaumur. 

Bequired. Solatioii. 

C = (P. — 82){ 

B. ... ' ... = (P. — 82) J 

P = 

J^« • f • * ■ • ^" 

P = 

^^* ... ... 



Giren. 




P. ... 


F. 


• • . . 


C. 


1 ... 


C. 


■ ... 


R. 


... 


R. 


... 



« C.+ 82 
I R. +82 



Example. — Convert 25'' of Fahrenheit's scale into the corresponding temperature 

on the Centigrade scale. 

Here C. = (25 — 82) i 

C. = — V = — 8-9 

m 

or nearly 4"* below zero of the Centigrade scale. The algebraical sign must be care- 
fully attended-to in the calculations. 

60. The method of testing Thermometers or meteorological purposes is very 
simple. Such thermometers are seldom required to read above 120^. In these the 
freezing point having been determined, the divisions of the scale are ascertained by care- 
ful comparisons, with a standard thermometer, in water of the requisite temperature. 
« For the freezing point, the bulbs, and a considerable portion of the tubes of the 
thermometers, are immersed in pounded ice. For the higher temperatures, the ther- 
mometers are placed in a cylindrical glass vessel containing water of the required heat : 
the scales of the thermometers intended to be tested, together with the Standard with 
which they are to be compared, are read throng the glass. In this way the scale 
readings may be tested at any required degree of temperature, and the usual practice 
is to test them at every ten degrees from 82° to 92'' of Fahrenheit.'' — FitzBoy. 

8L Poreelain Seale Plates* — ^Thermometer scales of brass, wood, or ivory, 
either by atmospheric influence or dipping in sea- water, are very liable to become 
soiled and discoloured, so much so that after a very little time the divisions are 
rendered nearly invisible. To obviate this inconvenience, Messrs. Negretti and 
Zambra were the first to introduce into extensive use thermometer and barometer 
scale-plates made of porcelain, having the divisions and figures engraved thereon by 
means of fluoric acid, and permanently bumt-in and blackened, so as always to 
present a clear legible scale. That these scales have been found superior to all 
others, may be inferred from the fiMst that all the thermometers now supplied to the 
various government departments are provided with such scales. 
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Tbey can be adapted to replace any of the old fonns of brass or sdnc gcales, 
the divisions and figures of which have become obhterated or indistinct. 

62. Enamelled Tabes. — Nearly all thermometer tubes are now made with 
enamelled backs. This contrivance of enamelling the backs of the tubes enables the 
makers to use finer threads of mercury than had before been found practicable ; for 
were it not for the great contrast between the dark thread of mercury and the white 
enamel on the glass, many of the thermometers now in use would be positively 
illegible. The enamelling of thermometers is an invention of Messrs. Negretti and 
Zambra. It is necessary to state this, as many persons, from interested motives, are 
anxious to ignore to whom the credit of the invention is due. 

63. Thennometers of extreme Sensitiveness. — ^Thermometers for delicate 
experiments are no novelty. Thermometers have been made with very delicate bulbs 
to contain a very small quantity of mercury. Such instruments have also been made 
with spiral or coiled tubular bulbs, but the thickness of glass required to keep these 
coils or spirals in shape, and in fact to prevent their falling to pieces, served to nullify 
the effect sought to be produced, viz. instantaneous actioh ; and where a small thin 
bulb was employed, the indicating column was generally so fine that it was posi- 
tively invisible except by the aid of a powerful lens. Messrs. Negretti and Zambra 
have now introduced a new form of thermometer, which combines sensitiveness and 
quickness of action, together with a good visible column. The bulb of this ther- 
mometer is of the gridiron foim. Care has been taken in constructing the bulb, so 
that the objections attending spirals and other forms have been overcome; for 
whilst the reservoir or bulb is made of glass so thin that it is only by a spirit lamp 
and not a glass blower*s blowpipe that it can be formed, yet it is still so rigid 
(owing to its peculiar configuration) that no variations in its indications can be 
detected, whether it be held in a horizontal, vertical, or oblique position, nor will 
any error be detected if it be stood on its own .bulb. They have made thermometers 
with bulbs or reservoirs formed of about nine inches of excessively thin cylindrical 
glass, whose outer diameter is not more than a twentieth of an inch ; so that, owing 
to the large surface presented, the indications are positively instantaneous. This 
form of thermometer was constructed expressly to meet the requirements of scien- 
tific balloon ascents, to enable thermometrical readings to be taken at the precise 
elevation. It was contemplated to procure a metallic thermometer, but on the 
production of this perfect instrument the idea was abandoned. 

64. VAMETIES OF THERMOMETERS. 

Fig. 87 is an illustration of boxwood scale thermometers for general use and 
common purposes. 

Fig. 88, Negretti and Zambra*s Travelling Thermometer; it is fixed in a plated 
metal (silver or otherwise) case, similar to a pencil-case, and has the scale divided 
upon its stem. 
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Fig. 89, Thermometer moanted on a slab of glass, npoB which the ffcale is etched, 
the back being either oak, mahogany, or ebony. 

Fig. 40, Portable Thermometer, in a bronzed brass or Qerman ailver revolving 
case. 

Fig, 41, Pocket Thennometer, on ivory or metallic scale, in morocco or papier- 




Fig. i2, as Onumental DraviDg-rooiQ Thermometer, on dxmj or ivoiy stand, 
with glass shade. 

Fig. 48, representation of hi^y carved or engine-tnmed design for thermometer 
monnts, in ivory or wood, for the drawing-room. Some have the addition of a sun- 
dial or compass at the top; they may also be formed for a watch-stand. 

Fig. 44, Bath Thermometer, having a float to admit of its being kept in the water. 



Els. 48. 



Fir. 44. 



t^ 
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Fig. 45, Thermoiaeter with ivor; scale in gloss cylinder, mounted on o^ bracket 
with metal top, for ont-door nse; as at a window. 

Fig. 46, Thermometer for the window, on pal^nt porcelain or glass scale, with 
oak bracket and convenient brass supports, for placing the instrument at any angle. 

Fig. 47, OlLemieal Thermometw, on boxwood scale, jointed near the bulb on 
a brass hinge, rangmg from 800° to 600°. 

Fig. 48, Ckemiwl Iliennomflter, for acids, graduated on its own stem, suitable 
for insertion in the tnbulnre of retorts ; tlie; are also made insulated in glass cylinder 
to protect tiie graduated stem; ranging from 0° to 600*. 



Fir. 40. 



Fir. 47. Fig. 48. 



Fls.49. 



Flfl-.DO. 




i 




65. Saperheated Steam Tbsnuometer, — The great advantage 
gained bj the use of supeiheated steam in marine and other steam-engines 
being now generally admitted by engineers, reliable thermometers, read- 
ing to 600° at least, are of the utmost importance. To meet this want, 
Messrs. Negretti and Zambra have constructed for -the purpose a sabstantial form of 
thermometer, on their patent porcelain scales, in strong and convenient metal 
mountings, with perforated protection to the bnlb. The scales cannot be de- 
teriorated by steam, heat, oil, or dirt; and an occasional wiping will be all tliat is 
necessary to keep the divisions and figures clean and visible for any length of time ; 
while careful calibration of the thermometer tubes ensures the most accurate 
indications attainable. These thermometers are iUustrated by figs. 49 & 50. A similar, 



but cheaper, 
water, appantoB. 



S&BTB IHERHOUBTEB. QS 

is giT«ii to thennometeFB to b« nsed with hot air, or hot 



66. Thermometer for Sogar BoUiDg is protected by a metallic frame ; and is 
lunally from throe to font feet long, the gradoationa being confined to a Bpac« of 
about tweWd inches at Uie upper part of the instniment, allowing the bulb and 
greater part of the tube to be immersed in the boiling Emgar. The gradnations extend 
to 270° or farther. As index ie sometimeB attached to the scale, which may be set 
to any d^roe of beat required to be maintained. 



67. EABTH THERMOMETER. 

The Earth Thermometer is for ascert^ning the temperatnre of the soil at varioaa 
depths. It is protected by a brass frame, pointed and strengthened at the end to 
facilitate insertion into the gronnd, as in fig. 61. 

VtilUs of a Knowledge of the Temperature of the Soil. — The temperatnro "'■ "• 
of the soil ia an important element in the consideration of climate, as it 
concerns the vegetable kingdom. 

Dr. Danbeny, in his Lectures on Climate, gives the fallowing state- 
ment with respect to some temperatares which have been observed just 
beneath the earth's sui&ce, in different parts of the globe : — 



CouBliy. 


TtmpMKtore. 


Anlhority. 




162-184* 


Humboldt. 
Edwards k Colm. 
Humboldt. 
Bonsainganlt. 

HemheU. 




133-144 


Orinoco 


In white sand, 140 




llS-118, among diy grass 

IfiO, under the soil of a bnlb 


Gape of Good Hope... 


Borm da 


142, thermometer barely covered 
inearth 




Emmet. 


China 


Water ofthe fields, 113; adja- 
cent sand, much higher; 
blackened sides of the 
boat at midday, 142-150j 

118-122, and in one inBtancel27 


Franco 


Meyer. 
Arago. 





" The importance of this to vegetation may be estimated by the follow- 
ing condderations : — 

"It is known that every plant reqniros a certain amoont of heat, varying in 
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the case of each species, for the renewal of its growth, at the commencement of the 
season. 

'* Now when this degree of heat has spurred into activity those parts that are 
above ground, and caused them to elaborate the sap, it is necessary that the subter- 
ranean portions should at the same time be excited by the heat of the ground to 
absorb the materials which are to supply the plant with nourishment. Unless the 
latter function is provided for, the aerial portions of the plant will languish from 
want of food to assimilate. Indeed, it is even advisable that the roots should take 
the start of the leaves, in order to have in readiness a store of food for the latter to 
draw upon." In another place the professor remarks : — ''It has been calculated by 
Mr. Raikes, from experiments made at Chat Moss, that the temperature of the soil 
when drained averages 10° more than it does when undrained; and this is not sur- 
prising, when we find that 1 tb. of water evaporated from 1,000 lbs. of soil will 
depress the whole by 10", owing to the latent heat which it absorbs in its conversion 
into vapour." 



Flff. 60. 



68. MABINE THERMOMETER. 

This instrument is a special construction to meet the requirements 
of navigation. It consists of a carefrilly constructed thermometer divided 
on its stem to degrees, which are sufficiently large to admit of subdivision 
into tenths of degrees by estimation, and ranging from 0** to ISO"*. The 
scale is porcelain, having the degrees etched upon it, and bumt-in a 
permanent black. The instrument is made to slide into a japanned metallic 
case, for handy use and protection. It is therefore adapted for almost any 
ordinary purpose; and cannot be injuriously affected by any chemical action 
arising from air or sea-water. A set of these thermometers consists of six, 
carefully packed in a neat box; two having japanned metallic cases (fig. 52), 
the others being designed for use without the case, or to replace a breakage. 
This thermometer is employed in the Royal Navy, and for the observa- 
tions made at sea for the Board of Trade. 

The thermometer is now considered a necessaiy instrument on board 
ship. Not only is it of invaluable utility in connection with the barometer 
as a guide to the weather, but its indications are of service in showing the 
presence of a warm or cold current in the sea; many of the great oceanic 
currents being characterised by the warmth or coldness of their waters. In seas visited 
by icebei^, the habitual use of the thermometer would indicate their proximity, as the 
water is rendered colder for some distance around by the thawing of huge masses of ice. 
The water over a shoal in the sea is generally colder than the sur£Eice-water of 
the surrounding ocean ; which may result from the cold water being brought to 
the surfiEU^e by the current of water encountering the shoal. With this fiEtct navi^ 
gators are well acquainted; and therefore a fsH in the sea- water thermometer 
may forebode that shallow water is at hand. It has been ascertained that fish 
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inhabit regions of the oceans and seas having the peculiar temperature suitable 
to their habits. The better and firmer sort of fish are found where cold waters 
exist. Those taken in warmer belts or streams of water, even in the same latitude, 
are far inferior in condition, and less approved by the palate. The fish of the 
Mediterranean, a warm sea, are generally poor and scarce. Fish taken in the cold 
waters between the American shore and the Gulf Stream are much esteemed ; while 
in and on the other side of the stream they are said to be tasteless, and of no flavour. 
Between the coasts of China and the warm waters of the Japanese current, the seas 
abound with excellent fish ; but in the warm waters of the current and beyond, they 
are never seen in such shoals. ' 

•In fiust, it is clearly ascertained that fishes are adapted to climates, like birds 
and beasts. It has been even affirmed, after careful investigation, that herrings, 
which abound in the British Seas, and form a most important branch of our fisheries, 
can only be found in a temperature varying firom 54'' to 68*. Hence the thermometer, 
if brought into use by the fishermen, would guide them to the spots where they may 
with the best chance cast their nets on dark nights, when other indications are not 
perceptible. 

This thennometer in its metallic case is perfectly suited for dipping over- 
board, or placing in a bucket of water just taken firom the sea, to ascertain its 
temperature. 
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CHAPTER Vn. 
8ELF-BBGISTEEING THEBMOMETERS. 

69. Importanoe of Self-Begbtering Thermometers. — ^Heat being apparently 
the most effective agent in producing meteorological phenomena, the determination 
of the highest temperature of the day, and the lowest daring the night, is a prime 
essential to enable an estimate of the climate of any place to be formed. To observe 
these extremes by means of the ordinary thermometer would be impracticable, from 
the constant watchfolness which would be necessary. Hence, the utility and impor- 
tance of self-recording thermometers are evident. A thermometer constructed to 
register the highest temperature is usually called a maodmwn thermometer; one to 
show the lowest temperature is termed a miriimvm thermometer; and if made to 
record both extremes of temperature, it is designated a maabnw/n'arid'mxmmwn 
thermcmeter. We will, for the sake of method, describe the instruments in use in 
this order. 

It would carry us beyond our scope to explain in detail the methods of dealing 
with temperature observations ; but we may remark that half the sum of the maxi- 
mum and minimnm temperature of each day of twenty-four hours, is not what 
meteorologists designate the mean daily temperature^ although it very frequently 
approximates to it. The mean temperature of the day is understood to be the 
average of twenty-four consecutive hourly readings of a thermometer; and meteoro- 
logy now supplies formulaa whereby this result can be deduced from two or three 
observations only in a day. But we would observe that the actual mean temperature 
of any place has not such an important influence upon life, either animal or vegetable, 
as the abruptness and magnitude of the variations of temperature. Climate, there- 
fore, should be estimated more by the range of the thermometer: than by the average 
of its indications. The B^strar General's returns prove that with a widb range of 
the thermometer, the mortality greatly increases ; and it is now becoming apparent 
to meteorologists that the daily range of the thermometer marks the effects of 
temperature on the health of men, and the success of crops, better than any other 
meteorological fact of which we take cognizance. Now that self-registering ther- 
mometers are constructed with mercury, the most appropriate of all thermometric 
substances, not only for maxima, but likewise for minima temperatures, the deter- 
mination of the diurnal range of temperature is rendered more certain, and 
observations at different places are more strictly comparable. 
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MAXIMA THERMOMETERS. 

70. Bniherford's Hazinmm Thermometer. — The maximom thennometer, 
invented by Dr. John Rutherford, differs from an ordinary thermometer in having a 
small cylinder of steel, porcelain, or almnininm, moving freely in the tube beyond the 
mercury, so as to form an index. The stem of the thermometer is fixed horizontally 
on the frame, which must be suspended in the same position, as represented in fig. 58. 

Fiff. 69. 




The instrument is set by holding it bulb downward, so as to allow the index to fall 
by its own gravity into contact with the mercury. Increase of heat produces expan- 
sion of the mercuiy, which consequently pushes forward the. index. When the tem- 
perature decreases, the mercury recedes from the index, leaving it so that the 
extremity which was in contact with the mercuiy indicates upon the scale the highest 
temperature since the instrument was last set. 

As it is easily constructed and is comparatively cheap, it is still employed for 
ordinary purposes. Its disadvantages are, firstly, its liability of soon getting out of 
order by the index becoming embedded in the mercury, or fixed by oxidation, thus 
rendering it altogether useless ; secondly, the ease with which the index can be displaced 
by the wind moving the instrument, or other accidental disturbance, so as to cause it 
to give erroneous indications occasionally; and thirdly, its consequent total unfitness 
for use at sea. 

In the part of the tube beyofld the mercuiy, a small quantity of air is enclosed 
for the purpose of preventing the metal flowing freely in the tube. This necessitates 
the construction of a larger bulb, which renders the thermometer less sensitive. 
Moreover, as it frequently happens that some mercury passes the index, particles of 
air insinuate themselves in the metal, and cause separations in the column, which 
very often can be removed only by a maker. To facilitate this re-adjustment, a small 
chamber is left at the end of the tube, and the mercury being expanded into it by 
beat until the index and air bubbles are forced into it, if possible, upon the cooling 
down again, by a Httle management, the mercury will contract, leaving the air and 
index behind. Yet sometimes the index cannot be moved in the least from its place 
of fixture, so that the instrument must be virtually reconstructed. 

71. Phillip's Maximum Thermometer. — ^A maximum thermometer, better per- 
haps in its action than Rutherford's, has been suggested by Professor John Phillips, of 
Oxford. ' A small portion of air is introduced into an ordinary thermometer, so as 
to cut off about half an inch of the mercurial thread near its end in the tube. This 
forms a maximum thermometer, when the stem is arranged horizontally. The 
isolated portion is pushed forward by expansion, and is left in this position when the 
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mercury contracts. The end remote from the bulb shows on the scale the maxi- 
mum temperature. 

When made with a capillaiy tube so fine that the attraction arising from 
capillarity overcomes the force of gravity, and prevents the mercury fisdling to the 
end of the tube when the instrument is inverted, it forms a very serviceable ther- 
mometer, quite portable and suitable for use on board ship. In such a tube a 
smart shake from a swing of the hand is required to bring the detached portion 
back to the column, so as to set the instrument for future observation ; no ordinary 
motion will move it. When the thermometer has not this peculiarity, the mercury 
will flow to the end, if held bulb downward ; and in this state it is not at all a satis- 
factory instrument, as the air is likely to be displaced, and a great deal of tact is 
requisite to again get it to divide the column suitably. It has been found in practice 
that the air bubble at different temperatures assumes different lengths, and if very small 
it disappears in a few years by oxidation and by diffusion with the mercury, so that 
the instrument becomes defective and uncertain in action, — results which led to the 
construction of the self-registering mercurial maximum thermometer, invented and 
patented by Messrs. Negretti and Zambra. It has been before the public about 
twelve years; we may therefore, now, safely speak of its merits. 

72. Vegretti and Zambra*8 Patent HazimTim Thermometer consists of a glass 
tube containing mercury fitted on an engraved scale, as shown in fig. 54. The part 
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of the thermometer tube above the mercury is entirely free from air; and at the 
point ▲ in the bend above the bulb, is inserted and fixed with the blow-pipe a 
small piece of solid glass, or enamel, which acts as a valve, allowing mercury to 
pass on one side of it when heat is applied, but not allowing it to return when the 
thermometer cools. When mercury has been once made to pass the contraction, 
which nothing but the expansive force of heat can effect, and has risen in the tube, 
the upper end of the column registers the maximum temperature. To return the 
mercury to the bulb, we must apply a force equal to that which raised it in the 
tube ; the force employed is gravity, assisted when necessary by a Httle agitation of 
the instrument. 

The degrees are generally divided on the stems of these thermometers, but 
their frames of course bear a scale as well. The makers have various styles of 
framing in wood, metal, porcelain, and even glass. Each material is eligible ac- 
cording to requirements. Porcelain scales, having the marks etcJied upon them by 
acid and permanently blackened and baked in, — by a process for which the 
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inventors have a separate patent, — will be found very serviceable, as they do not 
corrode or tarnish by exposure to any kind of weather; while any amount of dust 
and dirt can readily be cleaned off. 

The chief recommendation of this thermometer is its simplicity of construction, 
enabling it to be used with confidence and safety. Of no other TnnTiTnnnfi ther- 
mometer can it be said that it is impossible to derange or put it out of order; 
hence, as regards durability, it surpasses all others. Nothing short of actual break- 
age can cause it to fiedl. Hence it is the most easily portable of all self-registering 
thermometers, an advantage which renders it suitable for travellers, and for 
transmission abroad. In the year 1852, the British Meteorological Society reported 
this thermometer to be " the best which has yet been constructed for maximum 
temperature, and particularly for sun observations." Since then eleven years have 
elapsed, and it is stUl without a rival. 

Directians for use : In using this thermometer for meteorological observations, 
it should be suspended by means of two brass plates b, o, attached for that purpose, 
in such manner that it hangs raised up a little at c, and so placed that it is in the 
shade, with the air passing freely to it from all sides ; then, on an increase of heat, 
the mercury will pass up the tube as in an ordinary thermometer, and continue 
doing so as long as the heat increases. On a decrease of heat, the contraction of 
mercury will take place below the bend in the tube, leaving the whole column of 
mercury in the tube, thus registering the highest temperature, and showing such till 
the instrument is disturbed. 

To prepare the instrument for future observations, remove and hold it perpen- 
dicularly, with the bulb downward, and then shake it. The mercury will then 
descend in the tube, and indicate the temperature of the air at that time; and, 
when again suspended, is prepared for future observation. 

After the temperature has attained a maximum, there will be, with a decrease 
of heat, a slight contraction of mercury in the tube — as well as of that in the bulb 
— and hence doubts have arisen as to the accuracy of the registration; but 
calculation shows, and critical trial has proved, that the greatest daily range 
of temperature will not produce an error large enough to be appreciable on the scale. 

A very great advantage of this thermometer is that the mercury may be 
allowed to flow to the end of the tube without the maximum temperature attained 
during an experiment being lost. It can be employed with the bulb uppermost* 
All that is necessary for reading the maximum temperature is to slope the instru- 
ment so that the mercury flows gently towards the bulb. It will then stop at the 
contraction so as to show the maximum temperature on the scale. Afterwards the 
mercury is driven into the bulb by agitating the instrument while held in the 
hand. Hence the instrument is invaluable as a registering thermometer on board 
ship, as its indications are in no way affected by the motions and tremors of the 
vessel. 

For physiological experiments, such as taking the temperature of the mouth 
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in fever, this thermometer is the only one that can be used with certainty, as it can 
be held in any position, without losing the maTimnm temperature attained. 

MINIMA THERMOMETERS. 

73. Butberford*8 Aloohol Minimum Thermometer, fig. 65, consists of a 
glass tube, the bulb and part: of the bore of which is filled with perfectly pure spirits 
of wine, in which moves freely a black glass index. A slight elevation of the ther- 
mometer, bnlb uppermost, will cause the glass index to flow to the surfEUse of the 
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liquid, where it will remain, unless violently shaken. On a decrease of temperature 
the alcohol recedes, taking with it the glass index ; on an increase of temperature 
the alcohol alone ascends in the tube, leaving the end of the index farthest firom the 
bulb indicating the minimum temperature. 

Directions for itsing, dc. — ^Having caused the glass index to flow to the end of 
the column of spirit, by slightly tilting the thermometer, bulb uppermost, suspend 
the instrument (in the shade with the air passing freely to it on all sides) by the two 
brass plates attached for that purpose, — in such manner that the bulb is about half 
an inch lower than the upper, or the end of the thermometer farthest from the 
bulb ; then, on a decrease of temperature, the spirits of wine will descend, canying 
with it the glass index ; on an increase of temperature, however, the spirits of wine 
will ascend in the tube, leaving that end of the small glass index farthest from the bulb 
indicating the minimum temperature. To reset the instrument, simply raise the 
bulb end of the thermometer a little, as before observed, and the iudex will again 
descend to the end of the column, ready for fature observation. 

Precayfions, — 1. By no means jerk or shake an alcohol minimum thermometer 
when resetting it, for by so doing it is liable to disarrange the instrument, either by 
causing the index to leave the spirit, or by separating a portion of the spirit from 
the main column. 

2. As alcohol thermometers have a tendency to read lower by age, owing to 
the volatile nature of the fluid allowing particles in the form of vapour to rise and 
lodge in the tube, it becomes necessary to compare them occasionally with a mer- 
curial thermometer whose index error is known; and if the difference be more than 
a few tenths of a degree, examine well the upper part of the tube to see if any alcohol 
is hanging in the bore thereof; if so, the detached portion of it can be joined to the 
main column by swinging the thermometer with a pendulous motion, hvJb downtcards. 

8. The spirit column is sometimes much separated by jolting in travelling. If 
the instrument is in such a condition when received, it should be held by the right 
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hand, bulb downward, and the &ame tapped smartly, bat cantionely, ogamBt the 
palm of the left hand. The broken thread of spirit will soon begin to join, and by 
continuing the operation a safficient time all the babbles will disappear, and the 
theimometer become as good as ever. 

74. Horturaltoral Kinimiim TlwrmoDieter.— This inatmment, r^iproseatcd 

in fig. 56, is a special constraction of Rntherford's minimam thennometer to meet 
the requirements of horticultorists. It is desirable, if not essential, that gardeners 




should have the means of ascertaining to what temperature stoves and greenhonaes 
descend on cold nights, especially in winter. This thermometer is mounted on a 
strong cast zinc frame, with the diviaions and figures of the scale raised. 

The sunk snrfaoe of the frame is painted dark ; the figores. and division a bright 
colour, so that observations can be made without a close inspection of the instil' 
ment. 

The directions for using are the same as those given in the preceding section 
It may be used as an ordinary thermometer, by simply hanging it from the top loop, 
in which position, the colonred liquid will always indicate the present temperature. 

It was a source of annoyance with the ordinary boxwood and flat metal scales, 
that alter a time, eiposnie to a damp warm atmosphere favoured the growtli 
confervEB npon them, and obliterated the divisions; the plan of raising the figures 
and divisions of the scale has been found to prevent the destruction of the inatm- 
ment in this way. 

75. Baudin'i Aloohol.Hinimum Thftrmometor. — This instrument resembles 
Rntherford's thermometer in appearance ; its indications are given by the expansion 
and contraction of alcohol, and its tnininnim temperatnre is likewise r^stered by a 
glass index being pnlled back and left behind by the alcohol, as in Rutherford's 
instmmeut. There is, however, a great improvement in Bandin's instrument ; for 
whilst Rntherford's thermometer can only register in a horizontal position, 
Baudin'a can be used either horizontally or vertically, as necessity may require. 
This important change is effected in the following manner : — Instead of the index in 
the thermometer being loose and free to run up and down according to the position 
in which the instimnent is held, as in Rntherford's, the index in the new instrument 
is made to fit the bore of the tube as nearly tight as possible, so much so that in 
holding tiie thermometer even upside down, or shaking it, the index will not shift 
from its position ; but, iuaamuch as a minim nm thermometer vrith an immoveable 
index could not be set when required for observation, and would consequently be 
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useless, the inTsntor has introdnced behind the index a piece of solid gIssB, &bont 
one-and-a-half inch in length, which moves &oeIy in the alcohol. The addition 
of the weight of this piece of glass on the top of the index, when tnmed npside 
down, forces the index down to the edge of the alcohol ; and it is there left, as in 
the case of the ordinary Rntherford's thermometer. It is, therefore, by taming the 
thermometer npside down, and letting the moveable piece of glaas &U on the iniei, 
that the index is driven to the end of the alcohol ; after this operation the Uier- 
mometer is hong ap either horizontally or vertically, and will then be ready for nse. 

The index, although immoveable per se, is by the alcohol drawn back, as in the 
ordinary tnininnnrit, and its indiflationa are read off on the scale from the top of the 
index. 
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76. Xmnui&l Hinima Tharmometen deiirabls. — Alcohol 
does not expand eijnally for equal incrementa of heat, consequently 
errors are likely to exist in the scale indications unless the graduations 
are very accurately — not necessarily eqnally — made. On this aeconnt, 
as well as fromthe volatility of alcohol, and the intervention of gaaeooB 
partitions in the tnbe, a good and thoroughly reliable minimnm ther- 
mometer was for a long time a desiderattim. It was desirable to obtain 
a thermometer which shonld register the lowest temperature by 
mercury, the flnid in general use for meteorological theimometers. 
Several instmnents have recently been invented to meet this require- 
ment, which are suitable and satisfactory lor land purposes, but one 
well adapted for use on board ship ia stiU very mnch wanted. 

For very tow temperatores, alcohol thermometers will always be 
required ; as mercniy freezes at ~ 40° F, and contracts very irr^u- 
larly much before this point, while alcohol has never yet been frozen. 

77. ,JT«gretti and Zambn's Patent Kerouial MiDimviii 
Thermometer, represented by fig. 67, baa a cylindrical bulb of large 
size, which, at firat sight, might induce the idea that the instmment 
wottld not be sufficiently sensitive ; but as length is given to the cylinder 
instead of increasing its diameter, it will be found as sensitive aa a 
globular bulb of the aame diameter, and much more so than an 
ordinary alcohol thermometer. 

The reastm for having the bulb large is to allow the internal 

diameter of the thermometer tnbe to be latter than that generally 

used for thermometfical purposes, so that a steel index, pointed at 

both ends, may move freely within when required. 

The tube is blown, filled and regulated in the nsnal way, 60° of temperature 

being about half-way np the tube. A small cylindrical bnlb is then formed at the 

upper end of the tube, and then is introduced a steel needle pointed at both ends, 

that in contact with the mercnry being abrupt, the other more prolonged. The open 
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extremity of the tabe is now drawn out into a fine capillary tube, and the bulb of the 
instrument warmed so as to cause the mercury to fill the tube completely. When 
the mercury reaches the capillary tube, the flame of a blow-pipe is applied ; the glass 
is dexterously melted, the superfluous part taken away, and the tube left hermetically 
closed. During this operation, the steel ind^x has been embedded in the heated mer- 
cury. As the instrument cools, if held upright, the mercury will recede and expose 
the needle, which will then follow the descending column simply by its own gravity. 
In this condition the thermometer resembles Rutherford's maximum, being a tube of 
mercury with a steel index floating on its surface; but it possesses these important 
advantages : it is quite free from air, so that the mercury can move with perfect 
freedom ; and the index is pointed at both ends, to allow the mercury to pass, instead 
of being ground flat to prevent it. 

To tise the Thermometer, it is suspended perpendicularly (figure 57) with the 
steel index resting on the surface of the mercurial column. As the mercury in the 
cylinder contracts, that in the tube descends, and the index, of its own gravity, 
follows it; on the contrary, as the mercury expands and rises in the tube, it passes 
the index on one side, and in rising, exerts a lateral pressure on the needle, and 
jams it to one side of the tube, where it remains firmly fixed, leaving the upper 
point of the needle indicating the minimum temperature. In this thermometer, the 
reading is always from the upper point of the needle, and not from the mercury itself. 

To extricate the Needle from the mercury, a magnet is used, when, if the needle 
is embedded only a few degrees, it can readily be withdrawn without altering the 
position of the instrument. Should the magnet not be sufficient for the purpose, 
we simply turn the thermometer on its support from the upright position, slightly 
elevating the bulb (fig. 58 (2) ). The mercury and index will then 
fiow into the small reservoir. Should the index not freely leave 
the tube with the mercury, assist it with a magnet, and when the 
mercury and index are in the upper bulb (figure 2)» apply & 
magnet outside, which will attract and hold fast the index ; and 
whilst thus holding it, again bring the thermometer to the upright 
position, when the mercury will immediately fall back into the 
tube, leaving the index attached to the magnet (figure 4)> with 
which it is guided down to the surfEice of the mercury, ready for 
another observation. 

Care must be taken not to withdraw the magnet until the 
index is in contact .with mercury; for, if released before touching, 
it might plunge too deeply, and give a false indication. The rale 
for re- setting it will be to bring the needle-point in contact with 
the mercury, and then withdraw the magnet, having previously 
ascertained that no particles of mercury are attached to the 
index. 

It may sometimes, though rarely, happen, that from the time a 
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minimnTn temperature is registered by the index, and by the time an observation is made^ 
the mercniy may have risen so high in the tube as to completely pass the index, as shown 
(figure 3). Should it so happen, the space which the index occupies will readily be 
observed, as it will be pressed to one side of the tube, causing a different appearance 
in that part, although the point of the needle may not be seen. If such be the case, 
apply a magnet to the spot where you see the index is fixed : this will hold the 
needle firmly. Then, by slightly tilting the thermometer bulb uppermost, the mer- 
cury will flow into the top bulb, leaving the index attached to the magnet, and quite 
uncovered. Having taken the reading, draw the needle into the top bulb, and hold 
it there whilst you a^ust the thermometer by again bringing it to the upright 
position. 

By contracting the bore of this thermometer, at the bend of the tube, sufficiently 
to keep the mercury from flowing out of its bulb with too much freedom by motion, 
the instrument becomes perfectly safe for transmission abroad. 

78. BegretU & Zambra*8 Second Patent Mercurial Minimum Thermometer.— 

In this thermometer a principle is used that has been long known to scientific men, 
viz. the affinity of mercury for platinum. If mercury be placed in contact with 
platinum under ordinary circumstances, no effect will take place ; but if the mercury 
is once made to attack the platinum, the amalgamation is permanent and the contact 
perfect, so much so, that the principle was made use of in constructing standard 
barometers. A ring of platinum was fused round the end of the tube, dipping into 
the mercury; and the contact between the platinum and mercury became so perfect 
that air could not creep down the tube and up the bore, as in ordinary barometer 
tubes. This principle of adhesion or affinity of mercury for platinum has been 
brought into play for the purpose of arresting the mercury after it has reached the 
mim'mnm temperature in a thermometer. This thermometer is made as follows : — 
behind the bulb is placed a supplementary chamber ; in the space or neck between 
the bulb of the thermometer and the chamber, is placed a small piece of platinum ; 
this may be of any shape or size, but the smaller the better. This is not to fit in the 
neck; it must, on the contrary, be rather loose; it may be fJEhstened in position or 
not. The instrument is represented by fig.- 59. 

O Q_ 



ep I ao^ 40 00 J op I 7o ISO t bo r ioo i no ubo i lao r I'^.l 

lM ll n lllll1 llll l lll llllllll l !l lll l ^ lll lllhM l ^ ^llllllll ^ l l lll lM^ llrllll M lll ll ll M llll l l^tTm l 1 M l lMl ll l ^ll l^^ ^ »^ll l l» ft 



iiiiiuiiiiiiiiiuiiiitiriiiiiiiiiiiii'liiiitiiiuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuniiiiiiiMiittnnmi 



:::=i. 




Directions for using, — Having suspended the thermometer in a horizontal posi- 
tion, the mercury is made to stand in exact contact with the platinum plug by slightly 
elevating the bulb end of the instrument. The thermometer is now ready for observa- 
tion. On a decrease of temperature, the mercury will endeavour to contract first from 
the easier passage, viz. behind the bulb; but in consequence of the adhesion of the 
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mercorj to the platmnm, it cannot recede from here, it is therefore forced to 
contract from the radicating tube, and will continue to do so as long as the tem- 
perature decreases; and as no indices are employed in this thermometer, the extreme 
end of the mercurial column will show '* how cold it has been." On an increase of 
temperature the mercury will glide over the platinum plug and expand by the 
easier passage into the supplementary chamber, and there remain until a decrease 
of temperature again takes place, when the mercury that had gone into the supple- 
mentary chamber will be the first to recede, until it reaches the platinum plug, its 
farther progress being arrested ; it will then fall in the indicating tube, and there 
remain until re-set. 

79. Casella*8 Mercurial Xinimnm Thermometer.— The general form and 
arrangement of this instrument is shown in fig. 60. A tube with large bore, a, has 
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at the end a flat glass diaphragm formed by the abrupt junction of a small chamber, b c, 
the inlet to which at b is larger than the bore of the indicating tube. The result of 
this is that on setting the thermometer, as described below, the contracting force of the 
mercury in cooling withdraws the fluid in the indicating stem only ; whilst on its 
expanding with heat, the long column does not move, the increased bulk of mercury 
finding an easier passage into the small pear-shaped chamber attached. 

We believe that a small speck of air must be confined in the chamber, b c, io 
act as a spring to start the mercury from the chamber in the act of setting the 
thermometer. Were this air not present, the mercury would so adhere to the glass 
that no amount of shaking could induce it to flow from the chamber. 

To set the Instrument, place it in a horizontal position, with the back plate, (£, 
suspended on a nail, and the lower part supported, on a hook, e. The bulb end may 
now be gently raised or lowered, causing the mercury to flow slowly until the bent 
part, a, is fuU and the chamber, b c, quite empty. At this point the flow of mercury 
in the long stem of the tube is arrested, and indicates the exact temperature of the 
bulb or air at the time. On an increase of temperature the mercury will expand 
into the small chamber, b c; and a return of cold will cause its recession from this 
chamber only, until it reaches the diaphragm, b, Anj frirther diminution of heat 
withdraws the mercury down the bore to whatever degree the cold may attain, 
where it remains until further withdrawn by increased cold, or till re-set for future 
observation. 
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TtfATTTM A AND MINIMA THERMOMETERS. 
80, Bntherford's Brrangement for obtamuig a complete iDBtmment for the regis- 
tratiou of heat and cold was eimplj monnting a mnTimnni thermometer and a minim nm 
thermometer npon the same frame or slab. Thas coDstmcted, they are often called 
"day and night" thermometers, though somewhat inappropriately; for in tem- 
perate olimatea the temperature of the night Bometimes exceeds that of the day, 
notwithstanding the reverse is ihe general law of temperature. Fig. 61 will explain 
the arrangement of Rutherford's day and night thermometer. 
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61. Sixe's 8«lf-&«giiterug Thermometer. — The Teryingenious and certainly 

elegant instrament about to be described was invented by James Sixe, of Colchester. 

le- OB- It consista of a long cylindrical bulb, united to a tube of more than 

^^^^^ twice its length, bent round each side of it in the form of a syphon, 

^^^^ and terminated in a smaller, oval-shaped bulb. Figure 62 gives a 

representation of this instmment. The lower portion of the syphon 

is filled with mercury ; the long bnlb, the other parts of the tube, 

and part of the small bulb, with highly rectified alcohol. A steel index 

moves in the spirit in each limb of the syphon. The two indices are 

terminated at top and bottom with a bead of glass, to enable them to 

move with the least possible Motion, and without caoeing separation 

of the spirit, or allowing mercoiy to pass easily. They would, from 

their weight, always rest upon the inercnry ; but each has a fine 

hair tied to its upper extremity and bent against the interior of the 

tube, which acts as a spring with sufficient elasticity to keep the 

index supported in the spirit in opposition to gravity. 

The instrament acta as follows : — A rise of temperature causes the spirit in the 

long bnlb to expand and press some of the mercnry into the other limb of tba 

syphon, into which it rises also from its own expansion, and carries the index vritb 

it, nntil the greatest temperatore is attained. The tower end of this index then 

indicates npon the engraved scale the nmnimnm temperature. As the temperature 

&lla the spirit and the mercury contract, and in returning towards the bnlb the 

second index is met and carried up by the mercury until the lowest temperature 

occurs, when it is left to indicate upon the scale the minimum temperature. The 

limb of the syphon adjoining the bulb requires, therefore, a descending scale of 
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ihermometric degrees ; the other limb, an ascending scale. The gradoations mnst 
be obtained by comparisons with a standard thermometer under artificial temperatures, 
which should be done in this way for every 5"*, in order to correct for the inequality in 
the bore of the tube, and the irregular expansion of the spirit. The instrument is set 
for observation by bringing the indices into contact with the mercury, by means of 
a small magnet, which attracts the steel through the glass, so that it is readily drawn 
up or down. They should be drawn nearly to the top of the limbs when it is desired 
to remove the instrument, whiph should be carefully carried in the vertical position ; 
for should it be inverted, or laid flat, the spirit may get among the mercury, and so 
break up the column as to require the skill of a maker to put it in order again. For 
transmission by ordinary conveyances, it requires that attention be given to keep 
it vertical. The entanglement of a small portion of mercury with the indices 
is sometimes a source of annoyance in this instrument, for the readings are 
thereby rendered somewhat incorrect. Small breakages in the mercury, either from 
intervening bubbles of spirit or adhesion to the indices, may generally be rectified 
by cautiously tapping the frame of the instrument, so as to cause the mercury to 
unite by the assistance thus given to its superior gravity. 

These thermometers, when carefully made and adjusted to a standard ther- 
mometer, are strongly recommended for ordinary purposes, where strict scientific 
accuracy is not required. This is also the only fluid thermometer applicable for 
determining the temperature of the sea at depths. 
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CHAPTER Vni. 
RADUTION THEEMOMETEBS. 

82. Solar and Terrestrial BadiatLon oonudered.— The snrflAce of the earth 
absorbs the heat of the stm daring the day, and radiates heat into space during the 
night. The envelope of gases and vapour, which we call the atmosphere, exerts 
highly important functions npon these processes. Thanks to the researches of 
Professor Tyndall, we are now enabled to understand these fdnctions much more 
clearly than heretofore. Hie elaborate, patient, and remarkably sagacious series of 
experiments upon radiant heat, have satisfactorily demonstrated that dry air is as 
transparent to radiant heat as the vacuum itself; while air perfectly saturated with 
aqueous vapoxur absorbs more than five per cent, of radiant heat, estimated by the 
thermal unit adopted for the galvanometer indications of the effect upon a thermo- 
electric pile. 

Aqueous vapour, in the form of fog or mist, as is well known, gives to our 
sensation a feeling of cold, and interferes with the healthy action of the skin and 
the lungs ; the cause being its property of absorbing heat from our person. 

Air containing moisture in an invisible state likewise exerts a remarkable influ- 
ence in radiating and absorbing heat. By reason of these properties, aqueous vapour 
acts as a kind of blanket upon the groimd, and maintains upon it a higher temperature 
than it would otherwise have. ''Regarding the earth as a source of heat, no doubt 
at least ten per cent, of its heat is intercepted within ten feet of the surface." Thus 
vapour — ^whether transparent and invisible, or visible, as cloud, fog, or mist — ^is inti- 
mately connected with the important operations of solar and terrestrial radiation. 
Cloudy, or humid days, diminish the effect upon the soil of solar radiation ; similar 
nights retard the radiation from the earth. A dry atmosphere is the most favourable for 
the direct transmission of the sun's rays ; and the withdrawal of the sxm from any 
region over which the air is dry, must be followed by very rapid cooling of the soil. 
''The removal, for a single summer night, of the aqueous vapour from the atmo- 
sphere which covers England, would be attended by the destraction of every plant 
which a freezing temperature could kill. In Sahara, where ' the soil is fire and the 
wind is flame, ' the refrigeration at night is often painful to bear. Ice has been 
formed in thi? region at night. In Australia, also, the diwrrud range of temperature 
is very great, amounting, commonly, to between 40 and 50 degrees. In short, it 
may be safely predicted, that wherever the air is dry^ the daily thermometric range 
will be great. This, however, is quite different from saying that when the air is 
clear, the thermometric range will be great. Great clearness to light is perfectly 
compatible with great opacity to heat; the atmosphere may be charged with aqueous 
vaponr while a deep blue sky is overhead ; and on such occasions the terrestrial 
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radiation wonld, notwithstanding the 'clearness, * be intercepted.*' The great range 
of the thermometer is attributable to the absence of that protection against gain or 
loss of heat which is afforded when aqneons vapour is present in the air; and during 
such weather the rapid abstraction of moisture from the surface of plants and 
animals is very deleterious to their healthy condition. ''The nipping of tender 
plants by frost, even when the air of the garden is some degrees above the freezing 
temperature, is also to be referred to chilling by radiation." Hence the practice of 
gardeners of spreading thin mats, of bad radiating material, over tender plants, is 
often attended with great benefit. 

By means of the process of terrestrial radiation ice is artificially formed in 
Bengal, " where the substance is never formed naturally. Shallow pits are dug, 
which are partially filled with straw, and on the straw flat pans containing water 
which had been boiled is exposed to the clear firmament. The water is a very 
powerful radiant, and sends off its heat into space. The heat thus lost cannot be 
suppHed from the earth — this source being cut off by the non-conducting straw. 
Before sunrise a cake of ice is formed in each vessel. ... To produce the ice 
in abundance, the atmosphere must not only be clear, but it must be comparatively 
free from aqueous vapour." 

Considering, therefore, the important consequences attending both terrestrial 
and solar radiation, it appears to us that observations from radiation thermometers 
are of much more utility in judging of climate than is usually supposed. These 
observations are very scanty ; and what few are upon record are not very reliable, 
principally from bad exposure of the instruments, while the want of uniformity in 
construction may be another cause. Herschell's actinometer and Pouillet's pyrhelio- 
meter, instruments for ascertaining the absolute heating effect of the sim*s rays, 
should, however, be more generally employed by meteorologists. In comparing 
observations on radiation it should be kept in mind, that " the difference between a 
thermometer which, properly confined [or shaded], gives the true temperature of the 
night air, and one which is permitted to radiate freely towards space, must be 
greater at high elevations than at low ones;"* because the higher the place, the less 
the thickness of the vapour-screen to intercept the radiation. 

83. Solar Badiation Thermometer.—" As the interchange of heat between 
two bodies by radiation depends upon the relative temperature which they respec- 
tively possess, the earth, by the rays transmitted from the sim during the day, must 
be continually gaining an accession of heat, which would be fiur from being coimter- 
balanced by the opposite effect of its own radiation into space. Hence, from sun- 
rise till two or three hours after mid-day, the earth goes on gradually increasing in 
temperature, the augmentation being greatest where the surfiice consists of materials 
calculated, from their colour and texture, to absorb heat, and where it is deficient in 

* The qootatioBS in thU seetion are from Tyndall'e Ssat oatuidend at a Mode of Motion. 
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moisture, which, by its eraporation, would have a tendeucy to <limii>iB>i it."* It is, 
therefore, important to have inslniments for measnriDg the efficacy of eohur ndiation, 
apart from those for exhibiting the temperatore of the place ia the shade. 

Fig. 6S shows the atrangemeut of Negretti & Zambia's maximom thenaometer, 
Viw. S8. 




for registering the greatest heat of the snn's direct rays, hence called a tolar radiation 
thermometer. It has a blackened bnlb, the scale divided on its own stem, and the 
divifflOQS protected by a glass shield. In nse it shonld be placed nearly horizontally, 
resting on Y supports of wood or metal, with its bnlb in the fall rays of the ann, 
resting on grass, and, if possible, so that lateral winds shonld not strike the bnlb ; 
and at a sufficient distance from any waU, so that it does not receive any reflected 
heat fi-om the snn. Some observers place the thermometer as mncb as two feet 
from the gronnd. It wonld be very desirable if one nnifonn plan could be recog- 
nized : that of placing the instroment as indicated in the fignre appears to be most 
generally adopted, and the least objectionable. 

84, Taenom Sol&r Badiatton Thermometer.— In order that the beat absorbed 
by the blackened bnlb of the solar radiation thermometer may not in part be carried 
ofT by the cnrrents of ur which would come into contact with it, the inHtmmeut has 
been improved by Messrs. N^retti and Zambra into the vanaim mlar radiation 
tltermometfr, as illustrated by fig. 64. 




This consists of a blackened -bnlb radiation thermometer, enclosed in a glass 
tabe and globe, from which all air is exhausted. Thus protected from the loss of 
heat which would ensue if the bnlb were exposed, its indications are from 20° to 
80" higher than when placed side by side with a similar instrument with the bnlb 
exposed to the passing air. At times when the air has been in rapid motion, the 
difference between the reading of a thermometer giving the true temperature of the 
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air in the shade, and an ordinary solar radiation thermometer, has been 20** only, 
whilst the difference between the air temperature and the reading of a radiation 
thermometer in yacno has been as large as 60". It is also found that the readings 
are ahnost identical at distances from the earth vaiying from six inches to eighteen 
inches. By the use of this improvement, it is hoped that the amounts of solar 
radiation at different places may be rendered comparable ; hitherto they have not 
been so; the results found at different places cannot be compared, as the bulbs of 
the thermometers ore under very different circumstances as to exposure and currents 
of air. Important results are anticipated from this arrangement. The observations 
at different places are expected to present more agreement. Observers would do 
weU to note carefully the effect of any remarkable degree of intensity in the solar 
heat upon particular plants, crops, fruit or other trees. 

85. Terrestrial Badiation Thermometer is an alcohol minimum thermometer, 
with the graduations etched upon the stem, and protected by a glass shield, as shown 
in figure 65, instead of being mounted on a frame. The bulb is transparent; that 

Fig. 90. 




is to say, the spirit is not coloured. 

In use, it should be placed with its bulb fully exposed to 
the sky, resting on grass, the stem being supported by little 
forks of wood. The precautions required with this thermometer 
are similar to those for ordinary spirit thermometers, explained 
at page 76. 

86. JBthriosoope. — The celebrated experimental philoso- 
pher, Sir John Leslie, was the inventor of this instrument, the 
purpose of which is to give a comparative idea of the radiation 
proceeding from the sur&ce of the earth towards the sky. It 
consists, as represented in fig. 66, of two glass bulbs united 
by a vertical glass tube, of so fine a bore that a little coloxured 
liquid is supported in it by its own adhesion, there being air 
confined in each of the bulbs. The bulb, A, is enclosed in a 
highly polished brass sphere, JD, made in halves and screwed 
together. The bulb, By is blackened and placed in the centre 
of a metallic cup, C, which is well gilt on the inside, and which 
may be covered by a top, F, The brass coverings defend both 
bulbs from solar radiation, or any adventitious source of heat. 
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When the top is on, the liqnid renuung at zero of the seale. Oa lomoTing the top tmd 
presenting the instrament to a clear aky, either by ni^t or by day, tlie bnib, B, is 
cooled by t^reetrial radiation, while the bnlb. A, ntaina the temperatnre of the air. 
The air confined in B, therefore, contracts ; and the elaalici^ of that within A fbroes 
the liquid ap the tnbe, to a height proportionate to the intenailj of tJie radiation. Sncb 
is the BenaitiTenesB of the inetnunent, that the amallest clond paasing over it checks 
the rise of the liqnid. Sir Jdin Leslie says: — "Under a clear bine sky, the 
athrioscope will sometimes indicate a cold of fifty millesimal d^rees ; yet, on other 
days, when the air teena »queMy bright, the efiect is hardly B0°." This anomaly, 
according to Dr. Tyudatl, is simply dne to the difference in the quantity of aqneons 
Tapoor present in the atmosphere. The presence of invisible vaponi intercepts the 
radiSition from the Eethrioacope, while its absence opens a dooi for the escape of this 
radiation into space. 

87. Pooillet't Fyrheliomoter.— " This instmment is composed of a shallow 
cylinder of steel, A, fig. 67, which is filled with mercury. Into the cylinder a 
Pj^ gj thermometer, D, is introduced, the stem of which is pro- 

tected by a piece of brass tubing. We thus obt^ the 
temperature of the mercury. The flat end of the cylinder 
is to be tamed towards the son, and the snr&ce, B, thus 
presented is coated with lamp black. There is a collar 
and screw, C, by means of which the instrnment may 
be attached to a stake driven into the ground, or into 
the snow, if the obserrations are made at considerable 
heights. It is necessary that the sai&ee which receives 
the son's rays shonld be perpendicular to the tays; and 
this is secured by appending to the brass tube which 
shields the stem of the thermometer, a disk, E, of pre- 
cisely the same diameter as the steel cylinder. When 
the shadow of the cylinder accurately covers the disk, 
we are sure that the rays &11, as perpendicnlars, on the 
upturned snr&ce of the cylinder. 

" The observations are made in the folloiring man- 
ner: — First, the instmment is permitted, not to receive 
the sun's rays, but to radiate its own heat for five minutes 
against ati unclouded part of the firmament; the decrease 
of the temperatnre of the mercury consequent on this radiation is then noted. 
Next, the instrument is tamed towards the son, so titat the solar rays &11 perpen- 
dicnlarly upon it for five minutes ; the angmentation of heat is now noted, 
finally, the instrnment is tomed again towards the firmament, away fixnn the 
snn, and allowed to radiate for another five minutes, the sinking of the ther- 
mometer being noted as before. In order to obtain the whole heating power 
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of tho BUD, w« mnst ndd to his observod heating power the qmmtaty vi«. es. 
lost dnring the time of expoenre, and thie qnantiiy is the mean of the 
first cuad last obaervstioiiB. Bnppoaiiig the letter B to repreBent the 
aiigia«Dtatioii of temperature by five minnteB' eiposore to the Bim, 
and that t and t' represent the rednctionB of temperatnre observed 
before and after, then the whole force of the sun, which we may call T, 
would be thus eipreBBed:— T = R + i(t + t'). 

" The Hnr&cfl on which the sun's rays here {all is known ; the quan- 
tity of mercnry within the cylinder is also known ; henoe we can express 
the effect of the son's heat npon a given area, by stating that it is 
competent, in five minutes, to raise bo mnch mercnry bo many degrees 
in temperatnre." — Dr. TynddU't " Heat cotuuiered a* a Mode of 
Motion." 



86. Bii John HanohoU'i Aatinomater, for ascertaining the I 
absolute heating effect of the solar rays, in which tinu is considered I 
one of the elements of observation, is illnstrated by fig. 68. The I 
actinometer consiBta of a lat^ cylindrical thermometer bulb, with a I 
scale oonsiderabty lengthened, so that minnte changes may he easily I 
seen. The bulb is of transparent ^ass filled with a deep bine Uqnid, f 
which is expanded when the rays of the snn lall direct on the bnlb. | 
To take an observation, the actinomeler is placed in the shade for o 
minnte and read off; it is then exposed for one minnte to snnshine, and 
its indication recorded; it is finally restored to the shade, and its 
reading noted. The mean of the two readings in the shade, snbtracled 
from that in the snn, gives the actnal amoont of expansion of the 
liquid produced by the snn's rays in one minnte of time. For further 
information, see Report of the Royal SocUty on Pkynet and Meteorology; 
or KamU't Metemxilogy, translated by C. Y, Walker; or the AdmiraUt/ 
Manual of Sdnttifie Jtatnutiont. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

DEEP-SEA THERMOMETERS. 

89. On 8ize*8 Prinoiple.— Thermometers for ascertainiiig the temperature of 
the sea at yarions depths are constructed to register either the TnaTiTnTim or TninininTn 
temperatnre, or hoth. The principle of each instroment is that of Size. There are 
yery few parts of the ocean in which the temperature below is greater than at the 
surface, except in the Polar Seas, where it is generally found to be a few degrees 
wanner at considerable depths than at the surfJEUse. When the instrument is required 
to register only one temperature, it can be made narrower and more compact — a great 
adyantage in sounding ; and with less length of bulb and glass tube, so that the 
liability of error is diminished. Hence, the minimum is the most generaUy useful 
for deep-sea soundings. These thermometers must be sufficiently strong to with- 
stand the pressure of the ocean at two or three miles of depth, where there may be 
a force exerted to compress them exceeding three or four huadred atmospheres (of 
15 tbs. to the square inch). 

Many haye been the contriyances for obtaining correct deep-sea indications. 
Thermometers and machines of yarious sorts haye been suggested, adopted, and 
eyentually abandoned as obly approximate instruments. The principal reason for 
such instruments failing to giye correct or reliable indications, has been that the 
weight or pressure on the bulbs at great depths has interfered with the correct read- 
ing of the instruments. Thermometers haye been enclosed in strong water-tight 
cases to resist the pressure ; but this contriyance has only had the tendency to retard 
the action, so much so as to throw a doubt on the indications obtained by the 
instrument so constructed. 

The thermometers constructed by Messrs. Negretti and Zambra for this pur- 
pose do not differ materially from those usually made under the denomination of 
Sixe's thermometers, except in the following most important particular : — ^The usual 
Sixe*s thermometers haye a central resenroir or cylinder containing alcohol; this 
reseryoir, which is the only portion of the instrument likely to be affected by pres- 
sure, has been, in Negretti and Zambra's new instrument, superseded by a strong 
outer cylinder of glass, containing mercury and rarefied air; by this means the 
portion of the instrument susceptible of compression, has been so strengthened that 
no amount of pressure can possibly make the instrument yary. This instrument 
has been tested in eyery possible manner, and the results haye been highly satis- 
factory, so much so as to place their reliability beyond any possible doubt. 
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The scales are made of porcelain, and are firmly eecnred to a 
back of oak, which holds in a recees the bulb with its protecting shield, 
and is rounded off so as to fit easily and finnlj in a stont cylindrical 
copper case, in which the thermometer is sent down when sounding 
(see fig. 69). The lid of the case is made to fit down closely, and 
water-tight. At the bottom of the case is a valve opening upward; and 
the lid has a similar valve. These allow the water to pass throogh the I 
case as the instrament mnks, so that the least amotmt of obstnictian 
is offered to the descent. At the lower end of the case is a stont brass 
spring, to protect the insbrmient fi:t>m a sndden jar if it sbonld tonob 
'the bottom while descending rapidly. As the instrament is drawn up, 
the valves close with the weight of water npon them, and it arrives at 
the surface filled with water brought up fivm its lowest position. The 
deep-sea thermometers used in the Eoyal Navy are of this pattern. 

90. Johnson's Ketallio SMp-Sea Thermomatvr. — ^The oljee- 
tion to the employment of meroiuial thermometers for ascertaining the 
temperature of the ocean at depths, arising from the compression of 
the bulbs, which was of such serious consequence previous to the 
modification made in the constniction of the instrument by Messrs. 
Negretti and Zambra, led to the construction of a metallic thermometer 
altogether firee firom liability of disturbance from compression by the 
BUiTonnding water; which, however, is certainly not so sensitive to changes of 
temperature as mercury. This instrument is the invention of Hem? Johnson, 
Esq., F.B.A.S., and is thus described by him : — 

"During tiie year 1844 some experiments were made by James Olaisher, Esq., 
F.B.S., on the temperature of the water of the Thames near Qreenwich at the 
difierent seasons of the year; when that gentleman found that the indications of 
temperature were greatly affected by the pressure on the bulbs of the thermometers. 
At a depth of 26 feet this pressure would be nearly equal to the presence of three- 
fourths of an atmosphere. These observationB demonstiate the importance of osiiig 
in deep-sea soundings an instrument free fi-om liability of disturbance from compres- 
sion by the surrounding water, and have ultimately led to the constmction of the 
theimomster now to be described. 

"The iustmment is composed of solid metals of considerable specific gravity, 
viz. of brass and steel, the specific gravity of these metals being 8-89 and 7-61 
respectively. They are therefore not liable to compression by the water, which 
under a pressure <tf 1,120 atmospheres, or at a depth of 6,000 fiithoms in round 
numbers, acquires a density or specific gravity of 1'06. In the construction of this 
instrumont, advantage has been taken of the welt-known difference in the ratios of 
expansion and contraction by heat and cold of brass and steel, to form compound 
bars of thin bars of these metab riveted bother ; and Fhich will be found te assume 
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a Blight curve in one direction when heat haB erpanded the brass more than the 
steel, and a alight one in the contrai? direction when cold has contracted tlie brass 
more than the steel. 

"The indications of the inatmment record the motions under changes of 
temperature of each oomponnd bars ; in which the proportion of braas, the mora 
dilatable metal, is two-thirds, and of steel one-third. 

" Upon one end of a narrow plate of metal 
abont a foot kmg, a, are fixed three scales of tem- 
peratnre, h, which ascend from 26° to 100° F., 
and which are shown more clearly in the drawing 
detached from the inBtmment. Upon one of 
these Bcales the present temperature is shown b; 
the pointer, e, which turns upon a pivot is its 
centre. The register index, g, to the maximum 
temperature, and the index, /, t« the minimum 
temperature, are moved along the other scales 
by Ute pin npon the moving pointer, at «, where 
th^ are retained hj stiff Mdion. At equal dis- 
tances from Uie centre of the pointer are two 
connecdng pieces, d d, by which it is attached to 
the free ends of two compound bars, b b, and its 
movements correspond with tlie movements of 
the compound bars under variations of tempera- 
ture. The other ends of the bars are &stencd 
by the plai«, e, to the plate, a, on which the scales 
of temperature are fixed. The connection of the 
bars with both sides of the centre of the pointer prevents disturbance of indication 
by lateral concnssion. The case of the inBtmment has been improved at the sn^es- 
lion of Admiral FitzBoy, and now presents to the water a smooth cylindrical suriace, 
with rounded ends, and withont prcijectjon of fabteninge. 

"In surveying expeditions, this instrament would be fdusd useful in giving 
notice of variation of depth of water, and of the necessity for taking soundings. A 
diminution of the temperature of water has been observed by scientific voyagers to 
accompany diminutioD of depth, as on nearing land, or approaching hidden rocks 
or shoals. Attention would also thus be attracted to the vioini^ of icebergs." 

This thermometer might easily be modified to serve for several other important 
purposes, sacb as the determination of the temperature of intermittent hot springs, 
and mud volcanoes. 

The principle of this thermometer is not altt^ther new ; but the duplicate ar- 
rangement of the bars, which effectnally prevents the movement of the indices by any 
shaking, and the application are certainly novel. Professor Trail, in the Library of Vie- 
/ul Knottletiye, writes : — " In 1S08, lir. James Crigbton, of Olaegow, published a new 
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' metallic thermometer/ in whioh the mieqnal expansion 
of zinc and iron is the moving power. A bar is formed 
by miiting a plate of zinc (fig. 71), c d^S inches long, 
1 inch broad, and ^ inch thick, to a plate of iron, a 6, 
of the same length. The lower extremity of the 
compoxmd bar is firmly attached to a mahogany board 
&ie e; a pin, /, fixed to its tipper end, plays in the 
forked opening in the short arm of the bdex, g. 
When the temperatmre is raised, the superior expan- 
sion of the zinc, c <2, will bend the whole bar, as in 
the fignre; and the index, g, wiU move along the 
graduated arc, firom right to left, in proportion to the 
temperature. In order to convert it into a register 
thermometer^ Crighton applied two slender hands, h h, 
on the axis of the index; these lie below the index, 
and are pushed in opposite directions by the stud, 
f , — a contrivance seemingly borrowed firom the instru- 
ment of Fitzgerald," a complicated metallic ther- 
mometer, described by the Professor previously. 



ng. 71. 
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CHAPTER X. 

BOIUNG-POINT THEBMOMETEHS. 

9L Ebullition.— The temperature at which a fluid boUs is called the boiUng- 
point of that particular fluid. It is diflerent for different liquids ; and, moreover, 
in the same liquid it yaries with certain changes of circumstance. Thus the 
same liquid in various states of purity would have its boiling temperature altered 
in a slight degree. There is also an mtimate connection with the pressure under 
which a fluid is boiled, and its temperature of ebullition. Liquids boiled in the 
open air are subjected to the atmospheric pressure, which is well known to vary at 
different times and places ; and the boiling-point of the liquid exhibits corresponding 
changes. When the pressure is increased on the surface of any fluid, the tempera- 
ture of ebullition rises ; and with a decrease of pressure, the boiling goes on at a 
lower degree of heat. 

In the case of water, we commonly state the boiling-point to be 212'' F. ; but 
it is only so at the level of the sea, under the mean pressure of the atmosphere, 
represented, in the latitude of London, by a column of 29' 905 inches of mercury, 
at a temperature of 82" F., and when the water is fresh and does not contain any 
matter chemically dissolved in it. When steam is generated and confined in a boiler, 
the pressure upon the boiling water may be several times greater than that of the 
atmosphere. Experimentally it has been found, that if the pressure in the boiler be 
25 lbs. on the square inch, the temperature of the boiling water, and of the steam 
likewise, is raised to 241'' ; while under the exhausted receiver of an air-pump, water 
will boil at 185°, when the pressure is reduced to 17 inches of mercury. 



I. Selation between the Boiling-Point and Elevation.— Now, as the atmo- 
spheric pressure is diminished by ascent, as shown by the fiedl of mercury in the 
barometer, it follows that in elevated localities water, or any other fluid, heated in 
the open air, wiU boil at a temperature lower than at the sea-level. Therefore, 
there must be some relation between the height of a hill, or mountain, and the 
temperature at which a fluid wUl boil at that height. Hence, the thermometer, as 
used to determine the boiling-point of fluids, is also an indicator of the atmospheric 
pressure; and may be used as a substitute for the barometer in measuring elevations. 
If the atmospheric pressure were constant at the sea-level, and always the 
same for definite heights, we might expect the boiling-points of fluids also to be in 
exact accordance with height; and the relation once ascertained, we could readily, 
by means of the thermometer and boiling water, determine an unknown height, or 
for a known elevation assert the boiling temperature of a liquid. However, as the 
atmospheric pressure is perpetually varying at the same place, within certain limits^ 
so there are, as it were, sympathetic changes in the boiling temperatures of fluids. 
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It follows from this, that heights can never be acoarat«ly measniei], either hy the 
barometer or the boiling-point thermometer, bj simply obBerviiig at the places whose 
elevations aie required. To determine a height with any approach to accuracy, it 
is necessary that a similar observation should be made at the same time at a lower 
station, not very remote laterally from the upper, and that they should be many 
times repeated. When sach observations have been very oareMly condacted, the 
height of tlie npper station above the lower may be ascertained with great precision, 
as has been repeatedly verified by subsequent trigonometncal measurement of eleva- 
tions BO determined. If the lower station be at the sea-level, of course the absolute 
height of the upper is at once obtuned. 

93. Kountain Tharmonwter; somfttimei called Hypiometiio Apparatus.— 

We have now to examine the constmction of the boiling-point thermometer, and its 
necessary appendages, as adapted for the determination of heights. 

Messrs. Negretti and Zambra's arrangement of the instrament is shown in 
figures 72 and 78. 

Hf . 73. »(. 7S. 

\ n The thermometer is made with an elon- 

I I gated bulb, so as to be as sensitive as pos- 

I i j' tS- aible. The scale, about a foot long, is 
•\ MbIH graduated on the stem, and ranges from 
I Hi |H 180^ to 214°, eacb degree being sufficiently 
laige to show the divisions of tenths of a 
degree. A sliding metallic vernier might 
perhaps with advantage be attached to the 
stem, which wonid enable the observer to 
mai^ hundredths of a degree; which, how- 
ever, he can prettj weU do by estimation. 
The boiler is so contrived as to allow, not 
only the bulb, but the stem also of the tiier- 
mometer, to be snrronnded by the steam. 
The arrangement is readily understood by 
reference to the acctmipanying diagram, fig. 7S. 

C, is a copper boiler, supported bj a tripod stand so as to 
allow a spirit-lamp. A, made of metal to be placed nndemeath. 
The flame from tlie lamp may be surrounded by a fine wire 
gauze, B, which will prevent it being extinguished when experi- 
menting in the external air. E E E,\a& three-drawn telescope 
tube, proceeding fivm the boiler, and open also at top. Another 
tube, similarly constmcted, envelops this, as shown by DDD. 
This tobe is screwed to the top of the boiler, and has two open- 
ings, one at tbe top to admit tbe thermometer, the other low 
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down, Gj to give vent to the steam. As the steam is generated, it rises in the inner 
tube, passes down between the tubes, and flows away at G. The thermometer is passed 
down, supported by an india-rubber washer, fitting steam tight, so as to leave the 
top of the mercury, when the boiling-point is attained, sufficiently visible to make 
the observation. The telescopic movement^ and the mode of supporting the ther- 
mometer, enable the observer always to keep the bulb near the water, and the double 
tube gives all the protection required to obtain a steady boiling-point. Some boiling- 
point thermometers are constructed with their scales altogether exposed to the air, 
which may be very cold, and consequently may contract to some extent the thread of 
mercury outside the boiler. The steam, having the same temperature as the boiling 
water, keeps the tube, throughout nearly its whole length, at the same degree of 
heat, in the apparatus described. The whole can be packed in a tin case very 
compactly and securely for travelling, as in fig. 72. 

Directions for Using. — ^When the apparatus is required for practical use, 
sufficient water must be 'poured into the boiler to fill it about one third, through an 
opening, F, which must be afterwards closed by the screw plug. Then apply the 
lighted lamp. In a short time steam will issue firom G; and the mercury in the 
thermometer, kept carefully immersed, will rise rapidly until it attains a stationary 
point, which is the boiling temperature. The observation should now be taken and 
recorded with as much accuracy as possible, and the temperature of the external air 
must be noted at the same time by an ordinary thermometer. 

The water employed should be pure. Distilled water would therefore be 
the best. If a substance is held mechanically suspended in water, it will not 
affect the boiling-point. Thus, muddy water would serve equally as well as 
distilled water. However, as it cannot be readily ascertained that nothing is 
dissolved chemically when water is dirty, we are only correct when we employ 
pure water. 

94- Preoautioni to eninre oorrect Oraduation.— Those who possess a boiling- 
point thermometer should satisfy themselves that it has been correctly graduated. 
To do this, it is advisable to verify it with the reading of a standard barometer 
reduced to 82^ F. The table of " Vapour Tension " (given at p. 62) wiU furnish the 
means of comparison. Thus, if the reduced reading of the barometer, corrected also for 
latitude, be 29*922, the thermometer should show 212'' as the boiling-point of water 
at the same time and place; if 29*746, the thermometer should read 211-7; and 
so on as per table. In this way the error of the chief point of the scale can be 
obtained. Other parts of the scale may be checked with a standard thermometer, 
by subjecting both to the same temperature, and comparing their indications. The 
graduations as fixed by some makers are not always to be trusted; and this essential 
test should be conducted with the utmost nicety and care. 

Admiral FitzBoy writes, in his Notes an Meteorology: — ''Each degree of the 
boiling-point thermometer is equivalent to about 550 feet of ascent^ or one-tenth to 



BOILIKa-POINT THERMOMETEBS. 97 

55 feet; therefore, the smallest error in the graduation of the thermometer itself 
will affect the height deduced materially. 

«In the thermometer which is graduated from 212" (the boiling-point) to 180", 
similarly to those intended for the purpose of measuring heights, there must have 
been a starting point, or zero, from which to begin the graduation. I have asked 
an optician in London how he fixed that zero, the ^boiling-point. * By boiling water 
at my house,' he replied. * Where is your house? * In such a part of the town, 
he answered. I said: 'What height is it above the sea?' to which he replied, <I 
do not know ; ' and when I asked the state of the barometer when he boiled the 
water, whether the mercury was high or low, he said that he had not looked at it ! 
Now, as this instrument is intended to measure heights and to decide differences of 
some hundred, if not thousand feet upwards, at least one should endeavour to ascer- 
tain a reliable starting point. From inquiries made, I believe that the determination 
of the boiling-point of ordinary thermometers has been very vague, not only from 
the extreme difficulties of the process itself (which are well known to opticians), 
but from the radical errors of not allowing for the pressure of the atmosphere at the 
time of graduation — which may be much, even an inch higher or lower, than the 
mean, or any given height — while the elevation of the place above the level of the 
sea is also unnoticed. Then there is another source of error, a minor one, perhaps : 
the inner limit, the 180" point, is fixed only by comparison with another thermo- 
meter; it may be right, or it may be very much out, as may be the intermediate 
divisions; for the difficulty of ascertaining degree by degree is great: and it must be 
remembered that th^ measurement of a very high mountain depends upon those inner 
degrees from 200" down to 180", thereabouts. Hence, the difficulty of making a reliable 
observation by boiling water seems to be greater than has been generally admitted." 

95. Method of Calculating Heights from Observations with the Mountain 

Thermometer.-— Having considered how to make observations with the proper care 
and accuracy, it becomes necessary to know how to deduce the height by calculation. 
That a constant intimate relation exists between the boiling temperature of water and 
the pressure of the air, we have already learned. This knowledge is the result of 
elaborate experiments made by several scientific experimentalists, who have like- 
wise constructed formulce and tables for the conversion of the boiling tem- 
peratures into the corresponding pressures of vapour, or, which is equivalent, 
of the atmosphere, when the operation is performed in the open air. As might be 
expected, there is not a perfect accord in the results arrived at by different persons. 
Begnault is the most recent, and his experiments are considered the most reliable. 

From Begnault's table of vapour tension, we can obtain the pressure in inches 
of mercury at 82", which corresponds to the observed boiling-point; or i*we versa, if 
required. From the pressure, the height may be deduced by the method for finding 
heights by means of the barometer. 

H 
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The following table expresses very nearly the elevation in feet corresponding to 
a Ml of 1° in the temperature of boiling water : — 

Boiling Temperatures Elevation in Feet 

between. for each Degree. 

214' and 210— 620 

210 and 200— 530 

200 and 190 660 

190 and 180 670 

These numbers agree very well with the results of theory and actual observation. 
The assumption is that the boiling-point will be diminished 1"* for each 620 feet 
of ascent until the temperature becomes 210°, then 680 feet of elevation will lower it 
one degree until the water boils at 200"*, and so on ; the air being at 82°. 

Let H represent the vertical height in feet between two stations ; B and h, the 

boiling-points of water at the lower and upper stations respectively ; /, the fieu^tor 

found in the above table. Then 

H=f{B-h) 

Further, let m be the mean temperature of the stratum of air between the 

stations. Now, if the mean temperature is less than 82", the column of air will be 

shorter ; and if greater, longer than at 82°. According to Regnault, air expands 

To-TTT 0^ '002086 of its volume at 82°, for each degree increase of heat. Calling 

the correction due to the mean temperature of air (7, its value will be found horn. 

the equation, 

C = il (m - 82) -002086 

Calling the corrected height H\ it will be foxmd from the formula, 

H' = H + H {m-^2) -002086 
that is, H' = H j 1 + (w - 82) -002086 1 

and substituting the value of H, 

H' =/ (B - 6) I 1 + (w - 82) -002036 | 

Strictly, according to theoretical considerations, there is a correction due to 
latitude, as in the determination of heights by the barometer ; but its value is so 
small that it is practically of no importance. 

If a barometer be observed at one of the stations, the table of vapour tensions 
(p. 62) will be useful in converting the pressure into the corresponding boiling-point, 
or vke versa ; so that the difference of height may be found either by the methods 
employed for the boiling-point thermometer or the barometer. 

In conclusion, it may be remarked that observers who have good instruments 
at considerable elevations, as sites on mountains or plateaus, would confer a benefit 
to science, by registering for a length of time the barometer along with the boiling 
temperature of water, as accurately as possible. Such observations would serve to 
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verify the accnracy of theoretical deductions, and fix with certainty the theoretical 
scale with the barometer indications. 

EaxtmpUy in calctdatifig Heights from the Observations of the Boiling-point of 
Water. — 1. At Geneva the observed boiling-point of water was 209^*385; on the 
Great St. Bernard it was 197'''64; the mean temperature of the intermediate air was 
OS'-S; required the height of the Great St. Bernard above Geneva. 

Method by formula : — 

H' =/ (B - 6) I 1 + (m — 82") -002086 } 
In this case / is between 630 and 660, or 640. 



B = 209-336 
h =197-64 


m 


= 63-6 
82 


11-695 
/ = 540 


81-5 
•002036 


6815-8 
1-064 


00641840 

1 


H' = 6719-6 feet. 


1-064 



Method by Tables supplied with boiling-point apparatus made by Messrs. 
Negretti and Zambra : — 

209-886 gives 1464 in Table I. 
197-64 „ 7786 



6272 
63-5 „ 107 in Table H. 



Height ... 6711 

96. Thermometers for Engineers.— 1«^ Salinometer. — Under the circum- 
stances at which fresh water boils at 212°, sea water boils at 213''*2. The boiling 
temperature is raised by the chemical solution of any substance in the water, and 
the more with the increase of matter dissolved. 

From a knowledge of this principle, marine engineers make use of the ther- 
mometer to determine the amount of salts held in solution by the water in the 
boilers of sea-going steamers. Common sea- water contains -^^ of its volume of salt 
and other earthy matters. As evaporation proceeds, the solution becomes propor- 
tionally stronger, and more heat is required to produce steam. The following table 
from the work of Messrs. Main and Brown, on the Marine Steam-Engine, shows the 
relation between the boiling-point under the mean pressure of the atmosphere, or 
80 inches of mercury, and the proportion of matter dissolved in the water : — 
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Proportion of Salt in 100 p&rtH of water Boiling-point SIS' 



218-2 
214-4 
216-S 
216-6 
217-9 
219-0 



223-7 
224-9 
220-0 



Fi«. 74. 



Wben the salts in eolution amount to j], the water is Haturated. It has also 
been ascertained that, when a Bolation of ^^ is attained, incruBtation of the sab- 
stances oommences on the boiler. Hence, it is a mle with engineers to expel some 
of the boiling water, when the thermometer indicates a temperature of 216°, and 
introdnoe some more cold water, in order to prevent incmstatioa, which not onl; 
iifjaree the boiler, bat opposes tlie passage of heat to the water. The ther- 
mometer used for this purpose should be Tei; accnratelj gradnated, and the scale 
mast be considen^l; higher than, thoagh It need not read mach 
below 212°. 

Znd. Prature Oauge. — The elasticity of gases augments bj in- 
crease of temperature, and vice vena; it followH, therefore, that when 
steam is generated in a closed boiler, its temperatore rises beyond the 
boihng temperature of 212°, owing to the increased pressure npon the 
water. The law oonuecldng the pressore and the corresponding tem- 
perature of steam is the same as that npon which the boiling of 
fluida under diminished atmospheiio presanre takes place. Hence, 
the indications of the thermometer become exponents of steam pres- 
sure. Engineers are famished, in works on the steam-engine, with 
tables, from which the pressure corresponding to a given temperature, 
or the converse, can be obtained bj mere inspection. 

Fig. 74 repreaenta the thermometer employed as a steam -prcasnre 
gauge. It is fitted in a brass case, with screw-plng and washers for 
dosing the boiler when the thermometer is not in use. The scale shows 
the pressure corresponding to the temperature, from IE to 120 lbs., above the 
atmospheric pressure, which is usually taken as 15 tbs. on the square inch. 



DTSTRnMEirrs fob ascsbtajning the huuidity op the air. 

97, Eygrometrio Snbstaneei.— The mBtnuDents deyised for the parpose of 
aseertainiiig the bomidily of the atmoBphere are termed hy^onaten. The earliest 
invented hygrometers were constracted of sabatances readil; acted upon by the 
vaponr in the air, snch aa hair, grass, seaweed, catgat, &c., which all absorb moia- 
tore, and thereby increase in length, and When deprived of it by drying they con- 
tract. Toy-like hygrometers, upon the principle of absorption, are atill common aa 
omamenta for mantel-pieces. A naefiil little instrnment of this clasa, formed from 
the beard of the wild oat, is made to resemble a watch in external appear- 
ance, and is designed to prove the dampness or dryness of beds : a moveable hand 
points out on the dial the bygrometric condition of the ebthes npon whieb the 
instrnment ia laid, 

98, Saofnua'a Hygromflter, fiirmeriy used as a meteorologic ^^v- 7B. 
instrnment, bat now r^arded as an ornamental cmiosity, is represented 
in fig. 76. Ita action depends upon a prepared hair, fixed at one end 
to the &ame of the instrument, and woond ronnd a pnlley at the other. 
The pulley cairies a pointer which has a connteipoiae snScient to 
keep the hair atretched. By this means the shrinking and lengthening 
of the hair cause the pointer to traverae a graduated arc indicating the 
relative humidity. 

Such iustnunente, however ingenions, are not of scientific valne; 
because they do not admit of rigid comparison, are liable to alter in 
their contractile and expansive piopertiee, and cannot be made to indi- 
cate precisely alike. 

99> Dew-Point. — The amonnt of waiter which the air can anstain in an invisible 
form mcreases with the temperature; but for every definite temperature there ia a 
limit to the amonnt of vapour which can be thns diffused. When the air is cooled, 
the vapour present may be more than it can susttun ; part will then be condensed as 
dew, rain, bail or snow, according to the meteorologic circnmatancea. The tem- 
perature which the air baa when it is so fiilly saturated with vaponr that any excess 
will be deposited aa dew, is called the deu:-poinZ. 

100. Sroiomater. — " To measure the quantity of dew depoaited each ni^t, an 
instrnment is used called a Dwaometer. The most simple process consists in 
exposing to the open air bodies whose exact weight ia known, and then weighing 
them afresh after they are covered with dew. According to Wells, locks of wool, 
weighing about eight grains, are to bo preferred, which are to be divided [formed] 
into spherical masses of the diameter of abont two incbea."—Kamtz. 
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Tiff. 76. 



lOL Humidity,— The proportion existing between the amount of vaponr actaally 
present in the air at any time, and the quantity necessary to completely satorate it, 
is called the degree of humidity. It is usually expressed in a centesimal scale, being 
perfect dryness, and 100 complete saturation. 

The pressure, or tension, of Tapour at the dew-point temperature, divided by 
the tension of vapour at the air temperature and the quotient multiplied by 100, 
gives the d^pree of humidity. (Begnault's Tables should be used.) 

Hence the utility of instruments for determining the dew-point. 

102. Leslie's Hygrometer. — ^This instrument consists of a glass syphon tube, 
tenninated with a bulb or ball at each end, turned outwards from each other, as in 

%. 76. The tube is parUy filled with concentrated sulphuric 
acid, tinged by carmine. One of the balls is covered 
smoothly with fine muslin, and is kept continually moistened 
with pure water, drawn from a vase placed near it by the 
capillary attraction of a few strands of clean cotton-wick. 
The descent of the coloured liquid in the other stem will 
mark the diminution of temperature caused by the evapora- 
tion of the water from the humid surface. The drier the 
ambient air is, the more rapidly will the evaporation go on ; 
and the cold produced will be greater. When the air is 
nearly saturated with moisture, the evaporation goes on 
slowly ; the cold produced is moderate, because the ball 
regains a large portion of its lost heat from surrounding bodies ; and the degree of 
refrigeration of the ball is an index of the dryness of the air. 

'^ Should the water become frozen on the ball, this hygrometer will still act ; 
for evaporation goes on from the surface of ice in proportion to the dryness of the 
air. Leslie estimates, that when the ball is moist, air, at the temperature of the 
ball, will take up moisture equal to the sixteen-thousandth part of its weight, for 
each degree of his hygrometer ; and as ice in melting requires one-seventh of the 
caloric consumed in converting water into vapour, when the ball is frozen, the hygro- 
meter will sink more than when wet by 1° in 7*" ; and hence, in the frozen state, we 
must increase the value of the degrees one-seventh : so that each of them wiU cor- 
respond to an absorption of moisture equal to one-fourteen-thousandth part of the 
weight of the air. 

'' When this hygrometer stands at 15"*, the air feels damp ; from 80° to 40**, 
ifQ reckon it dry ; from 60* to 60°, very dry ; and from 70° upwards, we should call 
it intensely dry. A room would feel uncomfortable, and would probably be un- 
wholesome, if the instrument in it did not reach 80°.* In thick fogs it keeps 
almost at the beginning of the scale. In winter, in our climate, it ranges from 6° to 
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16* ; in Bummer often from IS'* to 55* ; and sometimes attains 80* or 90°. The 
greatest degree of dryness ever noticed by Leslie was at Paris, in the month of 
September, when the hygrometer indicated 120\''— Professor TraU, in ** Library 
of Useful Knowledge,'^ 

In estimating the value of the indications of this hygrometer, it should be borne 
in mind that the scale adopted by Leslie was miUesinudf that is to say, from the 
freezing to the boiling-point of water was divided into a thousand parts; ten 
millesimal degrees are therefore equal to one of the scale of Celsius. 

103. DANIEL'S HYGROMETER. 

This instrument was invented about the year 1820, by Professor Daniel, the 
distinguished author of Meteorological Essays ; and it entirely superseded all hygro- 
meters depending upon the absorption of moisture. The form of the instrument 
is shown in fig. 77. 

It consists of a glass tube, about one- 
eighth of an inch in diameter of bore, bent 
twice at right angles, and terminated, at each 
end, in a bulb about one inch and a quarter 
in diameter. In one limb of the tube is 
enclosed a delicate thermometer, which de- 
scends to the centre of the adjoining bulb, 
which is about three-parts filled with sulphuric 
ether. All the other parts of the tube are 
carefully freed from air, so that they are occu- 
pied by the vapour of the ether. This bulb is 
generally made of black glass; the other is 
transparent, but covered with a piece of fine 
muslin. The support for the tube has a thermo- 
meter attached, which shows the temperature 
of the external air. The tube can be removed 
from the stand, and the parts are made to pack, 
with a necessary phial of ether, in a small box, 
which can easily be got into the pocket. 

How to use the Hygrometer. — This instrument gives the dew-point by direct 
observation, which must be made in the following manner : — ^Having fixed the tube 
upon the stand, with the bulbs vertically downward, the ether is all caused to flow 
into the lower ball by inclining the tube. The temperature of the air is noted by 
the exposed thermometer. Then some ether is poured, from a dropping tube fitting 
into the neck of the phial, upon the muslin-covered bulb. The rapid evaporation of 
this ether cools the bulb and causes condensation of the ethereal vapour in its 
interior. This gives rise to rapid evaporation of the ether in the lower bulb, whereby 
its temperature, is greatly reduced. The air in the vicinity is deprived of its warmth 
by the cold bulb, and is soon cooled to the temperature at which it is perfectiy 
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eatoratod with the vapour which it coatainB. Cooled ever bo little below this tem- 
peratnre, some aqneoas vapour will be condeoBed, and will form a dew npon tbo 
black-glass bulb. At the first indication of the deposit of dew the reading of the 
internal thermometer is taken : which ia the dew-point. 

This hygrometer bae nndeniable disadvantages. The sor&ce npon which the 
dew oondensea is small, and requires a pecaliai direction of light in which to see it 
well. The obseirer, having his attention on the bulb and the thermometer, cannot 
alwaya fix with precision the dew-point ; and hence he is recommended to note the 
temperatore at the appearance and at the disappearance of the dew, in order that 
the chance of error may be diminished, Witbont doabt, the necessarily long con- 
tinnance of the observer near the instmment inflaences, to some extent, the observed 
Mk- 78. temperatores \ and the difficulty of not being always able to 

iprocnre pure ether for the experiments ia not the least of the 
drawbacks to the use of the inatrament. Some of these disad- 
vantages are obviated in Itegnanlt's hygrometer. 

104. REGNAULT'S CONDENSER HYGROMETER 
(Fig. 78) consists of a tnbe, C, made of silver, very thin, and 
perfectly polished ; the tnbe is larger at one end than the other, 
the large part being 1'8 inches in depth, by 0*8 in diameter; 
this is fitted tightly to a brass stand, B, with a telescopic 
^ B*^ arrangement for adjusting when making an observation. 

/ I ft The tube, C, has a small lateral tubnlure, to which la 

I i B n attached an India-rubber tube, with ivoiy month-piece; this 

1 I^B )■ tabolore enters C at right angles near the top, and traverses 

■^ '■'' it to the bottom of the largest part. 

A delicate thermometer, D, is inserted through a cork, or 
India-rubber washer, at the open end of the tnbe, C, the bulb 
of which descends to the centre of its largest part. 

G is an attached thermometer for taking the temperature 
of the air, and i^ is a bottle containing ether. 

To use the Condenser Hygrometer, a sufficient quantity of 
r is poured into the silver tube to cover the thermometer 
bulb : on allowing air to pass bubble by babble through the 
ether, by breathii^ in the tube, E, an uniform temperatore will 
be obtained ; if the ether continues to be agitated, by breathing 
briskly through the tnbe a rapid lednction of temperatnre will he the result ; at the 
moment the ether is cooled down to the dow-point temperature, the external surface 
of that portion of the silver tube containing ether will become covered with a coating 
of moisture, and the degree shown by the thermometer at that instant will be Uie 
temperature of the dew-point. 

This form of hygrometer, for ascertaining by direct observation the dew-point, 
is so superior to Danielt's, both from its being more certain in its indications and 
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BO, tiiat MeBsral NegreUi and Zambra have been induced to modi^' >ti 
and rednce its price to little more than that of a good Darnell's Hygrometer. 

lOfi. Tflmperatsre of Eraporation.— When tbe ur is not saturated with vapour, 
evaporation is going on with more or less activity, according as the temperature ia 
high or low, rising or ialling. Now vapour cannot be formed without an expenditure 
of heat; as we invariably find that the process of evaporation lowers the tempera- 
ture of the liquid firom which the vapour is produced, and, by communication, that 
of contiguous substances also. Thus the emi- s>(^. 79. 

grant, croasing the line under the ecorchisg ,"- ~ 1 

influence of the vertical sun, wraps a wet towel 
round bis can of vrater, swings it in the breeze, 
to evaporate the moisture of the towel, and 
obtains a ^ass of cool water. 80 also, European 
residents in India, during &6 hot season, spread 
out mats in their apartments, and keep them 
wet, in order that the evaporation may cool the 
air. This principle has been applied, for tho 
purpose of ascertaining the faygrometric condi- 
tion of the air, in the instrument known as 
Ifason's hygromei«r, or psychrometer, which 
is now in general nse, from its simplicity, accu- 
racy, and east 



106. MABON'8 HTGROMETEE. ! 

Ths Dry aad Wet Bulb Hygrometer, or 
Piyohrometer, known also as Mason's hygro- 
meter (fig. 79), consists of two parallel ther- 
mometera, as nearly identical as possible, 
mounted on a wooden bracket, one marked dry, 
the other wet. The bulb of the wet thermometer 
is covered with thin muslin, and round the 
neck is twisted a conducting thread of lamp- 
vick, which passes into avessel of water, placed 
at such a distance as to allow a length of con- 
ducting thread, of about three inches; the cup 
or glass is placed on one side, and a little beneath, so that the water vrithin may not 
affect the reading of the dry bidb th^mometer. In observing, the eye should be 
placed on a level with the top of the mercury in the tube, and the observer should 
refrain from breathing whilst taking an observation. 

The dry bulb thennometer indicate the temperature of the air itself; while the 
wet bulb, cooled by evaporation, shows a lower temperature according to the rapidity 
of evaporation. 
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To find the Dew-point. — ^From the readings of the two thennometerSy the dew- 
point can be deduced by formnl® (that known as Apjohn's is considered the most theo- 
retically tme), or from the valuable Hygrometric Tables by J. Glaisher, £sq.> F.R.S. 

For practical purposes in estimating the comparatiye hnmidity, the annexed 
table, which is a reduction from Mr. Glaisher's elaborate work, will be sufficient ; it 



chrometer's indications 


■ 








Temperature 

by the 

Dry Bnlb 

Thermometer. 


Difference between Dry-bulb and Wet-bolb Headings. 


20 


4» 


6» 


S" 


10* 


12* 


Degree of Humidity. 


84* 


79 


68 


60 


• • * 






86 


82 


66 


68 


• • . 






88 


88 


68 


66 


46 






40 


84 


70 


68 


47 






42 


84 


71 


69 


49 






44 


85 


72 


60 


60 






46 


86 


78 


61 


61 






48 


86 


78 


62 


62 


44 




60 


86 


74 


68 


68 


46 




62 


86 


74 


64 


64 


46 




64 


86 


74 


64 


66 


47 




66 


87 


76 


66 


66 


48 \ 




68 


87 


76 


66 


67 


49 




60 


88 


76 


66 


68 


60 


48 


62 


88 


77 


67 


68 


60 


44 


64 


88 


77 


67 


69 


61 


46 


66 


88 


78 


68 


60 


62 


46 


68 


88 


78 


68 


60 


62 


46 


70 


88 


78 


69 


61 


68 


47 


72 


89 


79 


69 


61 


64 


48 


74 


89 


79 


70 


62 


66 


48 


76 


89 


79 


71 


68 


66 


49 


78 


89 


79 


71 


63 


66 


60 


80 


90 


80 


71 


68 


66 


60 


82 


90 


80 


72 


64 


67 


61 


84 


90 


80 
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.64 


67 


61 


86 


90 


80 


72 


64 


68 


62 
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The total quantity of aqneoas vapour which at any temperature can be diffused 
in the air being represented by 100, the per-centage of vapour actually present will 
be found in the table opposite the temperature of the dry thermometer, and under 
the difference between the dry-bulb and wet-bulb temperat'ures. The degree of 
humidity for intermediate temperatures and differences to those given in the table 
can be easily estimated sufficiently accurately for most practical purposes. 

The difference between the two thermometer readings taken from the reading 
of the wet bulb, gives the dew-point very nearly, when the air is at any temperature 
between freezing and SO**. This simple rule will be found serviceable to horticul- 
turists, since it will enable them to estimate the chilling effect of dew or hoar- 
frost on tender plants. 

Use as an Indicator of Weather. — In our climate, the usual difference between 
the thermometer readings, — ^in the open air, shaded from the sun, reflected heat, 
and currents of air, — oranges from one to twelve degrees. In hot and dry climates, 
as India and Australia, the range out of doors has been found as much as 80**, 
occasionally. 

When the moisture is frozen, the bulb should be wetted afresh, and the reading 
taken just before it again freezes ; but the observation then is of little value, and 
for general purposes need not be taken, as the air is known to be dry in frosty 
weather. 

The muslin or cotton rag should be washed once or twice a week by pouring 
water over the bulb ; and it should be replaced by a fresh piece at least once a 
month. Accuracy depends very much upon keeping the wet bulb clean, and not 
too wet. 

In connection with the barometer, this hygrometer is very usefdl, not only on 
land, but especially at sea, where other kinds of hygrometers cannot be practically 
used. A fall in the barometer is indicative of coming wind or rain : if the hygro- 
meter shows increasing dampness by the difference of the readings becoming 
smaller, — rain may therefore be anticipated. On the contrary, if the hygrometer 
shows continuing or increasing dryness, a stronger wind is probable, without rain. 

Domestic Uses. — Mason's hygrometer is usefrd in regulating the moisture of the 
air of apartments ; a difference in the thermometer readings of from 5"* to &* being 
considered healthy. Many complaints require that the temperature and humidity 
of the air which the invalid breathes should be carefully regulated. Hence it is a 
valuable household instrument. In a room, it should be placed away from the fire 
as much as possible, but not exposed to draughts of air. 

Figs. 80 and 81 show cheap arrangements of the instrument for domestic pur- 
poses. Other arrangements are given to the instrument to make it suitable for 
exhibiting the hygrometrical state of the air in hot-houses, conservatories, malting- 
houses, warehouses, manufactories, &c. 

Fig. 82 shows the instrument arranged on brass tripod stand, with folding legs 
and metal cover, to render it portable. 
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107. Self-Ba^istering Hygrometer.— A mmrinriTii thennometer and a minimnTin 
ihormometer, each fitted np ae a wet-bnlb thermometer, record the highest and 
lowest temperature of evaporation during the interval of observation. N^retti's 
mercnrial maximum, and an alcohol minimiun, answer best. 

108, CaOMi of Dew.—" The aqneons vapour of our atmosphere is a powerirtl 
radiant; bat it ia diffused throng air which usually exceeds its own mass more than 
one hundred times. Not only, then, its own heat, but the faeat of the large quantity 
of air which smronnds it, must be discharged by the vapour, before it can sink to its 
point of condensation. The retardation of chilling due to this cause enables good 
solid radiators, at the earth's surface, to outstrip the vaponr in their speed of 
refrigeration; and hence, upon these bodies, ai^ueous vapour may be condensed to 
liqnid, or even congealed to hoai-froet, while at a few feet above the Bor&ce tt still 
maintains its gaseous state. " * The amount of moieture so deposited will vaiy with 
difTerent atmospheric conditions. If the sky be decidedly cloudy or misty, the heat 
radiated from the earth will be partly restored by counter- radiation from the visible 
vapour ; the cooling of the earth's surface will, therefore, take place slowly, and little 
dew will be deposited. On the other band, if the air contain trfmeparent vaponr, 
and the sky appear clear, the connter-radiation will be less, the earth will cool 
rapidly, and the deposit of dew will be copious ; provided the night be comparatively 
calm, for, when the wind blows, the circulating air supplies heat to the radiating 
Bnbstancos, and prevents any considerable chilling. 

The dew which falls in tropical countries greatly exceeds in abundance what we 
experience in onr climate; because the air is there, from the great heat, capable of 

• T^diUI Heat niutittti « a if tit ef XtlUm. 
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SUBtainiiig a large amonnt of vapour in the transparent state, and the 
most faTonmhle for & wmTimnm rednction of l«mperatnre bj radiation are present. 
At those places, or npon those substances which cool the lowest and most readily, 
the dew falls most copionsly. 

lOe-PlaaofExpoi- «*-83. 

iog Thermooiflten, 
Ac.— Figure 88 is an 
illnabslion of a con- 
venient slab for sup- 
porting thermometers 
in an exposed position 
attached to a stand 
(such as Glaisher's, 
described in Chapter 
XVI,) for ordinar; 



It has a projecting 
ledge, B, to carry off 
rain from the instm- 
ments, the slab. A, 
being erected verti- 
cally. The hygrome- 
ter is placed at E, with 
the vase of water at F. 

An alcohol miniTniiTn 

thermometer is repre- 
sented at C, in the po- 
sition most &vonrabIe 
to its certain action; 
and at D is shown one 
of Negretti AZambra's 
innTi'iinifn thermome- 
ters, the position of 
which may be more 
nearly horizontal than 
there exhibited, al- 
thoogh a slight de- 
pression of the bnlb- 
end of the frame is de- 
sirable, bat not neces- 
sary, as this thermo- 
meter can be used in 
any position. 




CHAPTEB Xn. 

INSTEUHENTS USED FOB UEASTJBINQ THE BAIKFALL. 

The mBtmmenta in aao for meaBnriiig the quantity of nun whicli fitlls od a 
given spot ore of vei? simple constmction. Perhapa the eimplest is : — 

110. Howard's Bain-Gauge.— It consists of a copper fiinnel, a stont glass or 
stone bottle, and a measuring glass. The bottle is to be placed npon the groond, with 
the fimnel Testing on its neck. A brass band or cylinder fixed npon the oater anr- 
£ioe of the fimnel envelope the neck of the bottle, and the pipe of the fimnel extends 
nearij to the bottom of the bottle ; so that loss by evaporation is avoided as mnch 
aa possible. The receiving space of the fimnel is fonned by a brass ring, five incbea 
' in diameter, veiy accurately turned. The measuring vessel enables the observer to 
note the lainiall in inches, tenths, and hundredths of an inch. 



Ill, Oluiher'i Bain-Oange.— The rain-gange 

well-known meteorologist, and used by most observer 
for the reception of the water which fiitls npon its 
the prevention of loss by evaporation. The rain 
(fig. 84,) the receiving surface of which is turned 
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designed by Mr. Glaieber, tfaa 
m of the present day, is arranged 
receiving snr&ce only, and for 
is first collected in a fimnel, B, 
in a lathe. The conical surface 
of the fimnel slopes to thg 
pipe, E, at an an^e of 60* 
from the horizontal receiving 
surface. The tube, E, is of 
small aperture, and is bent 
up, in order to retain the 
last few drops of rain, so 
that the only opening for 
Hi the escape of vapour may be 
1 closed as long as possible. 
The fiumel, B, fits npon 
the cylinder, A, tightly in 
I the groove, D. A copper 
can is placed inside the cylin- 
der, A, to receive the rain 
from tbe fimnel. Once or twice a day, or after a shower,thiB can should be taken out, 
and the water meaanred in the glass measure, C, which is graduated to hundredths 
of an inch, according to the calculated quantity of water, determined by the area of 




Ill 



the receivuig space. In use, tliis gaoge should be partly sank in the gronnd, bo that 
the top may be about five mches above it. Thne sitoated, there will be little oi no 
evaporation from it dnring any month of the year; and the readings need not be 
taken daily, althongh desirable. 

113. Saia>Oaitge with Float.— In this constmction the graduated glasa 
measore is dispensed with. The cylinder of the gauge is made less in diameter 
than the funnel, and a boUow, very flattened spheroid of copper farming a float, 
and canying a vertical gradnated boxwood scale which moves through the orifice of 
the fonnel, is placed in it. As the rain acctuunlates the float rises, and the amount 
of rain in the gauge is read upon the scale from the top of the gauge, a bar, having 
a hole at the centre for the passage of the scale, being fixed diametrically across the 
receiving space of the funnel. The gauge is provided at the bottom with a brass 
cock, by which the water may be allowed to flow out of it whenever necessary. 

This form of gauge is not very suitable for the me^urement of small qoantities ; 
but is admirably adapted for localities whore the rainfall is excessive. 

113. Sain-Qange with Side-Tube.— This instrument, as represented in fig. 86, 
is a cylindrical vessel, mounted on a base shaped as a frns- p, g. 
turn of a cone. This base may be filled with sand or gravel 
to make the instmment stable, so that when placed upon a 
lawn or in a garden it may have an ornamental appearance. 
The fimnel for collectii^ the rain is lai^er in diameter than 
the cylinder. Parallel to the cylinder, and communicating 
with the lowest part of the interior and extending to its top, 
is a gradoated glass tube, open at both ends. The rain 
collected will rise as high in this tube as in the cylinder, 
and its amount can therefore be read off without any 
trouble. The gauge is emptied by the brass tap at the 
bottom of the cylinder. 

114. Admiral FitzRoy'a Boin-Oaa^.— A form of 
rain-gauge, very well adapted for expeditions observation at 
any time, has been designed by Admiral FitzRoy, and ex- 
tensively employed by his observers. It is cylindrical in 
shape, with the fiinnel let into the top ; and the rain&II is 
collected in an inner and much smaller cylinder, so that a small lall is represented 
by a considerable depth of water in the gaoge. The amount of rain which has 
&llen is ascertained by a dipping tnbe, similar in principle to the dipping syphon 
ased by gangers for taking out specimens of wines or spirits fi'om casks by simply 
removing the bung. A short, vertical, tabular opening provided with a cap, which 
is attached to the instrument by a chain that it may not be lost, is formed in the 
funnel. The measuring tnbe, which has a small bole at each end, should be 
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placed upright in the gauge; then the thumb should be pressed over the upper 
aperture, while the tube is lifted gently out, holding m the lower part a quantity 
of water representing the depth of the rain in the gauge, the upper edge of which 
is at the mark to be read off. The glass tube is graduated to inches and tenths ; 
hundredths of an inch can be readily estimated by the eye. The marks are fixed 
by actual trial with a standard gauge, and are artificial, not true, inches. 

115. Self-Begistering Bain-Gauge.— The rain-gauge can be combined with 
clock-work and other mechanism so as to be self-recording of the amount of rain, the 
time, and duration of its isM. For the details of construction the reader is referred 
to the next chapter, where he will find the instrument described in connection with 
Osier's anemometer, as the ^' pluviometer.'* To observe and duly record the times 
of commencement and termination of rain is very desirable. Scarcely any observer 
can attempt to do this even approximately from personal observation. Hence the 
want of a cheap and simple self-recording rain-gauge is much felt, the present con- 
struction being too expensive for all but a few individuals. 

In 1862, Mr. B. Strachan estimated the duration and amount of rain in London 
(Gray's Inn Road) as follow^ : — 



Montha. 


Inches. 


Days. 


Hours. 


Months. 


Inches. Days. 


^OUTB. 


January ... 
February. . 

March 

April 

May 

June 


1-86 
0-37 
8-40 
2-34 
804 
2-45 


19 

9 
22 
14 
16 
20 


88 
25 
130 
80 
90 
83 


July 

August .... 
September. 
October.... 
November . 
December . 


2-27 
2-46 
1-70 
8-23 
112 
1-44 


17 
12 
12 
21 
10 
17 


68 
72 
55 
94 
58 
66 



^* During the year 1862, the rainfall amounted to 25*67 inches. Rain fell on 
179 days, that is, on nearly every other day. The hours of rain were estimated at 
904 ; therefore, if the rain had fallen continuously, it would have lasted nearly 88 
days and nights."* The value of similar estimates of the rainfall by numerous 
observers would be very great to meteorology. 

116. The principle of measurement in all these gauges is the relation existing 
between the areas of the collecting and receiving surfaces ; that is, between the area 
of the funnel into which the rain fiEdls, and the area of the cylinder which receives 
it. In Howard's and Glaisher's gauges, this cylinder is virtually the measuring glass 
itself; in the others, above described, the measuring scales show the sam& depth of 
water as in the cylinder of the gauge. « 

The cylinder being of less diameter than the funnel, and receiving all the rain 
collected by the funnel, it follows that its contents will have an increased depth. 
Now equal cylindrical volumes, having different diameters, are to each other in 



• Vide Tlorotogieal Journal, Vol. V. 
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lengih inversely as the squares of tlie diameters. Hence, if the fnnnel be 9 inches 
and the cylinder 3 inches in diameter, a fall of 1 inch of rain will be represented 
in the gauge by 9 inches ; for d* : 9* r : 1 : a; = 9. In this case, therefore, a 
length of nine inches of the measuring glass, tube, or scale, would represent an inch 
of rain£idl, and be divided into tenths and hundredths of the artificial inch. 

117. Position for Bain-Gauge, fto«— -Bain gauges should be placed on the ground, 
in any position exposed to a free fall of rain, snow, or hail, where neither walls, 
buildings, nor trees shelter or cause eddies of wind. They should be supported 
by a frame, or other means, to prevent them being blown down by the wind, but so 
that they can be readily emptied. 

During snow or frost, the gauge must be watched, and its contents melted by 
placing it in a warm room, either when the amount is to be measured, or the funnel 
is filled up with snow. A tin vessel of equal area to the funnel may at such times 
be useful as a substitute. 

Bain gauges are constructed of metal, usually copper, which, besides being 
readily workable, is little afiected by atmospheric influences. K made of iron or 
zinc, they should be well japanned; if of copper, this is not so essential. The 
capacity of a gauge should be sufficient to contain at least the probable TmLTimnin fall 
of rain in a day at the locality, l^ose required for rainy districts must be of lai^e size. 

118. Causes of &ain«~'When the invisible vapour which is difiused in the atmo- 
sphere becomes sufficiently cooled, it appears visible as mist or cloud, and a further 
reduction of temperature causes its precipitation as rain, hail, or snow. The cooling 
of the higher regions of the atmosphere is doubtless the chief cause of this con- 
densation ; but the property which aqueous vapour possesses of radiating heat may 
also contribute to the result. Moreover, the law which regulates the amount of 
vapour which air at any particular temperature can sustain in a transparent state, 
determines that when two bodies of air at different temperatures, saturated with 
vapour, intermix, some moisture must be rendered visible ; and hence, it is not only 
possible, but highly probable, that rain may result from the conflict of different 
winds. Let us imagine two cubic yards of air, both saturated with moisture, but 
having the respective temperatures of 50 and 70 degrees, to come into contact. 
There will be a tendency to equalize the temperature to a mean, which is 60®; and 
during this process, some of the vapour will be condensed. 

For in the air at 60® there is 110*7 grains of vapour'*' 

and „ 70 „ 2160 „ 



Total amount of vapour 826*7 

But two cubic yards of air at 60* can only sustam 818*2 



u 
)» 



Hence there will be deposited 18*6 „ of rain. 

. . < _^ 

* H^snmikricQl TaAta, by J. GlaUlier, Beq., F3.S. 

I 
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It may be conceded, therefore, that whan a wann and moist current of air 
encounters a body of cold air which may not be extremely dry, the mixture is unable 
to retain the whole of the vapour in an invisible state ; so that the excess becomes 
visible as mist or fog, and, when the temperature has become sufficiently bwered, 
rain. The British Isles are more or less enveloped in fog, or mist, at the commence- 
ment of easterly winds, which, with a sudden change of wind, is , exhibited even in 
summer; while the south-westerly winds, warm, and arriving from the ocean, 
deposit large quantities of rain by the cooling effect of the land, colder by reason of 
its latitude. When rain occurs with a northerly wind, it is probably due to the 
deposition from an upper south-westerly current, often apparently proved by the 
movements of the upper clouds. 

119. Laws of Bain-falL—Tropical countries have a dry and a wet season dnring 
the year : dry^ when the sun is at the opposite side of the equator; vset^ when the 
sun is overhead. With reference to the British Isles, the statistics collected by 
Mr. G. J. Symons indicate that : 1st. The stations of least rain are inland, or on the 
east or south-east coasts ; the stations of greatest rain are on the western coasts. 
2nd. The rain-fall is very large in the vicinity of mountain chains or groups, unless 
the station happens to be some miles to the north-eastward. 

It may be well to illustrate these remarks by quoting^t the average &11 at a 
few places, grouping them 



Wofterly. Central. Easterly. 

Inches. Inches. IhehM. 

Bodmin 48 Enfield... 28 Witham (Essex) 21 

Bolton (Lancashire) 44 Epping... 28 Patrington (Hull) 21 

Coniston( Windermere)... 71 Derby ...24 Sunderland 17 

Seathwaite 127 York 22 Inveresk (Edinburgh)... 25 

Torosay (I. of Mull) 76 Stirling. . . 89 Pittenweem (Fife) 24 

KiUaloe (limerick) 88 Perth ...29 Dublin 22 

Mr. Green, the celebrated aeronaut, has asserted from his experience, '' that 
whenever a £el11 of rain happens, and the sky is entirely overcast, there will invariably 
be found to exist another stratum of cloud at a certain elevation above the former ;" 
and the recent scientific balloon ascents by Mr. Glaisher have tended to confirm 
this theory. Mr. Glaisher says, ^' It would seem to be an established fiust, that 
whenever rain is falling from an overcast sky, there is a second stratum above." 
'' It would also seem that when the sky is overcast without rain, that there is no 
stratum of cloud above, but that the sun is shining on the upper surface. In every 
' instance in which I have been up under these circumstances, I have found such to 
be the case, agreeing in this respect also with Mr. Green's observations.'' 



• Vide Repoii of ike British AaMciation, 1862. It may be added, for the information of thow -who are 
about to oonunence obserrtng, that Mr. Symons, of Camden Boad Villas, London, is desirons of seeoiing retoraa 
of rain-fall fi>om as many stations as posslMe, in order to render more complete hia annual reports to the 
British Assooiation. 



RAIN-GAUGBB. 115 

The amount of rain collectecTin a gauge placed near the surface of the earth is 
larger than in any gauge placed above it; and the higher the gauge is placed, the 
less water is collected. Mr. Glaisher contends that his balloon experiments corro- 
borate this law. 

120. Xrtility of Statistics of Rain-fall_The ntiHty of knowing the rain-iaU of 
any locality is sufficiently obvious, and little need be said upon the subject. The rain- 
gauge should be in the hands of every gardener and farmer. In the management of 
out-door plants and crops, as well as in the construction of cisterns and tanks for the 
supply of water, a rain gauge is a valuable assistant. By its use, the gardener will 
be guided in judging how far the supply of moisture to the earth is needed ; and he 
will also see how beneficial is even a hasty shower to growing plants, when he con- 
siders that a fiedl of rain measuring the tenth of an inch in depth, corresponds to the 
deposit of about forty hogsheads per acre. The study of the rain-fall of a country 
is of considerable interest to agriculturists. The health and increase of domestic 
animals, the development of the productions of the land, as well as the daily 
labours of the fEurmer, are dependent upon the excess or deficiency of rain. 
'' It must be a subject of great satisfaction and confidence to the husbandman to 
know at the beginning of a summer, by the certain evidence of meteorological results 
on record, that the season, in the ordinary course of things, may be expected to be 
a dry and warm one ; or to find, in a certain period of it, that the average quantity 
of rain to be expected for the month has fallen. On the other hand, when there is 
reason, from the same source of information, to expect much rain, the man who has 
courage to begin his operations under an unfavourable sky, but with good ground to 
conclude, from the state of his instruments and his collateral knowledge, that a fair 
interval is approaching, may often be profiting by his observations; while his 
cautious neighbour who waited * for the weather to settle' may find that he has let 
the opportunity go by. This superiority, however, is attainable by a very moderate 
share of application to the subject ; and by the keeping of a plain diary of the 
barometer and rain-gauge, with the hygrometer and vane, under his daily notice.*'* 
The statistics of rain-fiedl are not only valuable and interesting in a meteorological 
point of view, an4 for agricultural purposes, but are also highly important in con- 
nection with sanitary arrangements for towns, and engineering operations. This is 
especially evident to the hydraulic engineer. As rain is an important source of 
water-supply to rivers, canals, and reservoirs, it is evident that a knowledge of the 
probable fiedl for any season or month, at a given place, as furnished by averages of 
the observations of former years, will be the data upon which the engineer will base 
his plans for providing for floods or droughts ; while the measurement of the actual 
quantity which has just fallen, as gathered from the indications of a series of gauges, 
will suggest to >^iTn the precautions to adopt either to economise or conduct away 
the in-pouring waters. 



• Lake Howazd*i» Climate of London. 
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'< When a canal is condncted across an nndnlaiing connixy, its course is neces- 
sarily governed by the accidents of the ground, and it alternately rises and &ll8. 
In this case, rising by a succession of levels, it necessarily arrives at a certain 
highest level, which is called by engineers the summit levd. From this it again de- 
scends by a corresponding series of levels. Now, it is evident that, supposing the 
locks to be all equal in magnitude, the ascent of a vessel will require the descent of 
as much water from the simunit to the lowest level as would fill a single lock ; for 
this quantity of water must be discharged from each lock of the series when the 
vessel passes through it. 

" The same may be said of the process by which the vessel descends along the 
series of locks on the other side of the summit. It appears, therefore, that a supply 
of water must always be maintained on the summit level sufficient to fill a single 
lock twice for each vessel which crosses the summit. 

'' It happens, fortunately, that by the laws of natural evaporation, rain is pre- 
cipitated in greater quantities on elevated simunits than on the intermediate vaUeys, 
so that the moving power, in this ease, accommodates itself to the exigencies of 
intercommunication." — Dr, Lardner's " Handbook of Natural Philosophy" 

121. Vew Perm of Eain-Oange.—Since the foregoing pages were in type, a 
modification of Howard's rain-gauge has been arranged by Mr. Symons, which is 
compact in design, convenient in use, and low in price. It combines the advantages 
of most gauges ; having solidity, and facility of measurement. The bottle is placed in a 
tin case, to the bottoin of which are attached stout spikes, which, when forced into the 
earth, prevent its being upset either by wind or accident. The bottle being transparent, 
and sHts made in the case, the fidl of rain is seen at a glanc§, or with a race-glass, 
from a window. The frmnel being attached to the cover of the case is thereby kept 
strictly horizontal, and the depth of rain can be accurately measured by lifting the 
bottle from its case and emptying it into a graduated glass jar. 

The funnel of this gauge is a very deep cone, to prevent the rain drops out- 
splashing. When properly placed, the receiving surface will be twelve inches above 
the ground, which experience has shown to be the most advantageous height. 



CHAPTER Xni. 



APPABATUS BUPLOTBD FOB HEGISTBfiING THE DTRECnOIT, FEB8BUBB, 
AMD YKLOCnr OF THE WIND. 

188. The VftlC. — The mrtmment by which the wind's direction is most gene- 
raUy noted, is the vane, or weatlier-cock, and all that need be said of it here ia that 
the points north, east, sontb and west, nsnally attached to it, should indicate the true 
and not the magnstie directions ; and that care should be taken to prevent its setting 
bst. Very oomplioated instroments are required for ascertaining the presBore and 
Telocity of the wind, and these are called Anemonuten, The Bimplest is Lind't. 

123. Lind'i AnemometeriOrWind-Oaiiffe 
(fig. 86), invented so late as 1776, for show- 
ing Qie proHsnre of the wind, consists of a 
glass syphon, the limbs parallel to each other, 
and each limb the same diameter. One end 
of the syphon is bent at right angles to the 
limb, so as to present a horizontal opening 
to the wind. A gradoated scale, divided to 
inches and tenths, is attached to the syphon 
tube, reading either way from a zero point 
in the centre of the scale. The whole instm- 
ment is mounted on a spindle, snrmonnted by 
a vane, and is moved freely in any direction 
by tlie wind, always presenting the open end 
towards the quarter from which the wind blows. 
To use the instrmnent, it is simply filled ap 
to the zero point with water, and then exposed 
to the wind ; the difference in the level of the 
water gives the force of the wind in inches 
and tenths, by adding together the amonnt of 
depression in one limb, and elevation in the 
other, the man of tlte two being the height of a 
colomn of water which the wind is capable 
of Bustoining at that time. 
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Table, 
Showing the Foroe of Wind on a square foot, for di£Eerent heights of the oolomn of Water 

in Lind'a Wind-Gauge. 



Inches. 


Force in Iha. 


6 


81-76 


5 


26-04 


4 


20-83 


8 


16-62 


2 


10-42 


1 


6-21 


•6 


2-60 


•1 


•62 


•06 


•26 


0. 


0. 



Common designation of snoh Wind. 



A Hnrricane. 
A violent Stonn. 
A great Storm. 
A Storm. 
A strong Wind. 
A high Wind. 
A brisk Wind. 
A fresh Breeze. 
A gentle Breeze. 
A Calm. 



124. Hodifioatioii of lind's Oange.—jSir W. Snow Earrw has effected a 
modification of Lind's anemometer, ^th a view of obtaining a hand instm- 
ment for use at sea more especially. At present the force of the wind is 
estimated at sea by an arbitrary scale, suggested by Sir F. Beaufort, the late 
hydrographer; being caJm, 12 the strongest hnrricane, and the intennediai^ 
numerals giving the varying strength of the wind. There has been a long* 
felt want of instrumental means for obtaining this data at sea, if merely for the sake 
of checking occasionally personal estimations, which may vary considerably among 
different observers. Harris's wind gauge is intended to be held by handj while fiuung 
the wind, and keeping it in proper position by attending to a spirit-level attached. 
When in position, and held firmly, the tube has to be opened to the wind by pres- 
sure of the thumb acting upon jointed levers, controlled by springs. The pressure 
of the wind moves the enclosed liquid; and by withdrawing the thumb, the tube is 
closed so as to keep the liquid in its position; the reading is then taken fi*om its 
scale, either in pounds on the square foot, miles per hour, or the ordinary desig- 
nations of wind, as light, fresh, strong, &c. 

126. Aobinson's Anemometer.— Dr. Bobinson, of Armagh, is the inventor 
of a very successful anemometer, which determines the horizontal velocity of the 
wind. It was first used in 1860, in the meteorological and tidal observations made 
on the coast of Ireland under the direction of the Bev. Dr. Lloyd. No meteor- 
ological observatory should be without this valuable instrument, which is essential 
in detennining the average velocity of the wind of a locality as distinguished from 
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the moBt frequent wind of the same place. It is represented in fig. 87. Fonr hollow 

hemiaphericftl cnps, A A, are 

extended upon conjugate dia- 

meters, or arms, with their J 

diametrical planes placed I 

verticall;, and facing the 

same way npon a vertical 

axis, B, which has at its 

lower extremity an endlees 

screw, D. The aiiB is anp- 

p(»ted at C so as to torn with 

aa little friction as possible. The endless eerew is placed in gear with a train of wheels 

and pinions. Each wheel carries an index over a stationary dial in front; or the 

index is fixed, and the gradoations are placed upon the wheels themselves. 

Dr. Rohinson has proved, both by tlieory and experiment, that the centre of any 
one of the caps so monnted and set in motion by the wind, revolves with one-third of 
the wind's velooi^. If, therefore, the diametrical distance between the centres of the 
cnps be one foot, the circle described by the centres in one revelation is 3*1416 feet, 
and the velocity of the wind will be three times this, or 9-42 feet, which most be 
referred to time for the absolute rate. The instroment is sometimes made with the 
centres of the caps 1-12 feet apart, so that the circle described is y^g of a mile in 
circumference. Hence, to produce one revolution of the cnps, the wind mnst travel 
three times as bst, or j^, of a mile. Thereibre, 500 revolutions will he produced 
by one mile of wind ; bo that the dials may be graduated to register the velocity in 
miles and tenths of miles. The simplest arrangement is with five dials, recording 
respectively 10, 100, 1,000, 10,000 and 100,000 revolutions. 

Direetiom for using BoHrwim'* Anemometer. — The dials read off in the same 
manner as Uie register of a gas meter, commenoing with the dial farthest hoia. the 



" The figUTM on the first dial indicate so many hundreds of thonsands of revo- 
lutions; those on the second dial so many tens of thonsands; those on the third, 
thonsands ; those on the fourth, hundreds ; and those on the fifth so many tens. 

" The instrument should be read every morning at 9 o'clock; and, osnally, it 
will only be necessary to read the first three dials. The figures can be entered as 
Uiey are read off. Should the index point betmem two figures, the less of the two is 
to be taken. 

" For example, if the first dial points to 7, or between 7 and 8; while the second 
dial indicates 4 ; and the third, 5; the entry to be made is 746 (indicative of 745 
thoiaand revolnfjons). 

"Every time the index of the first dial is found to have passed zero (0), a 
crosa or star is to be prefixed to the next (a lower) reading. 
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'* To ascertain how many thousands of re^olntions lutve been made dnring the 
month, it will simply be necessary to subtract the first reading from the last, and 
prefix to the three fignres thus obtained a figore corresponding to the nmnber of stars 
in the column. For every thousand revolations there are two miles of wind : we 
have therefore only to multiply by 2 to find how many miles of wind have passed 
during the month. 

** Two entries must be made fgr the last day of each month (the one being writion 
under the other), so as to bring the readings down to 9 a.m. on the 1st of the foUowing 
month. The same entry which ends one month, will therefiDre begin the nezt^ This 
repetition of one «ntiy is necessary, in order to prevent losing a day's wind. 



** The accompanying example of the 
readings of an Anemometer for 18 days 
will illustrate the method of making 
the entries, &c. 

<< In this instance, the first read- 
ing (687) is less than the last (798). 
When the first reading is greater than 
he last, it will be necessary to borrow 
1,000 in making the subtractions, 
and then deduct one from • the num- 
ber of stars. Thus, if the first read- 
ing of the series on the mai^ had 
been 887, the result would have been 
906 instead of 1106. 



687 
778 

822 
855 
900 
958 
990 
*066 
197 
828 
414 
597 
712 
798 

1106 thousands of revolutions. 
2 



18 



2212 miles of wind in period. 



170 miles of wind per day, on an 
average. 

" The foregoing directions are all which require to be regularly attended to. But 
it may be interesting at times to find the velocity of the wind during a period of a 
few minutes. This may be ascertained by observing the difference of two readings of 
all the dials, with an interval of some minutes between them, when a very brief 
calculation will suffice; but perhaps the simplest method is the following: — 

« Take two readings, with an interval of 12 minutes between them. The 
difference of these readings, divided by 10, is the velocity of the wind in miles per 
hour. Thus — ^if the reading of the five dials (from left to right) at noon is 15206, 
and at 12 minutes past 12 is 15848, the velocity of the wind is 14*2 miles per 
homr— Admiral FiuBoy, F.R.S. 
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A lever and olntcli are sometimee fitted to this anemometer, ae in fig. 88, for 
tbroiriiig the trun out of gear when not 
leqnired to raster. It may also be c 
nected with clock-work so as to be aelf- 
recording, by eaoBing the medianiBm to \ 
impreaa a mark npon prepared paper moTed 
bj the apparatus, at certain intervals of 




Thia anemometer ehoold be fixed in an 
exposed sitnation, as high above gronnd as 
may be convenient for reading. It may be 
made very portable, by the arms which carry 
the cnps being fitted to nnscrew or to fold 
down. When fitted in gimbals, it can be need at sea with mncb advantage. 

The presEnue of the wind has been experimentally proved to vary as the square 
of the vetocify ; the relation being F' = 200 X P. From this Ibrmnla, therefore, 
the pressnre can be oalcnlated correeponding to the observed velocity. 



1S6. Wlievell's Anemometer.— This apparatoa, tbe invention of the celebrated 
Dr. W. Whewell, registers the horizontal motion of the air with the direction. Its 
mechanism may be described in general terms, as foUows: — 

A horizontal brass plate is attached to a vertical spindle, wHch passes through 
the axis of a fixed cylinder, being supported by a bearing at the lower end, and 
working in a collar at the upper. A vane is attached, by which the plate is moved 
abont according to the direction of the wind. A fiy, having eight fims, each 
fixed at an an^e of 46° with the axle, is placed npon the plate so that the axle is 
in the line of direction of the vane. An endless screw on Uie axle turns a vertical 
wheel having one hondred teeth, the axle to which has also an endless sorew work- 
ing into a horizontal wheel, having a like number of teetfa, and which communi- 
cates motion to a vertical screw fifteen inches long. On this screw is placed a 
moveable nut, which cames a pencil. Bonnd the cylinder is wrapped daily a paper 
divided for the points of the compass. The wind acting upon the vane will cause 
the plate to tnm ; and the screw which carries the pencil will travel with it, so that 
the pencil will mark upon the paper the direclian of the wind. The fiy will also be 
set in motion, and thereby the nut upon the screw will descend, so that the attached 
pencil will trace a vertical line npon the paper. When the fans on the axle are 2-8 
inches firom axis to end, and 1-9 inches wide, and the thread of the screw snch that 
forty-five revolutions will cause the nut to descend two inches, 75-65 miles of wind 
will cause the pencil to descend through a vertical space of two inches; but the 
actual trace npon the paper will be longer in proportion to the magnitude of change 
of azimutii, or direction, of the wind. 
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127. Otler*! Anemometer, uid Flnriometer.— Mr, Follet Osier is tiie inTentor 
of a self-recording apparatos which registers the direction and pressure of the wind, 
and the amount and duration of rain, upon the same sheet of paper. His appara- 
tos has met with very macb approbation, and baa been erected in many obBervatories. 

Tic. 89. 




The mechanism may be modified in varions ways, and the fallowing is a descnptdon 
of the simpleat and most racent arrangement. 

The iuHtmment, of which fig. 89 is a diagram rather than a picture, consista, 
first, of a vane, V, of a wedga-shape form, which is fomid to answer better than a flat 
vane ; fbi the latter is always in a neutral line, and therefore is not anfficientlj 
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sensitive. A wind-mill governor has been subsidtnted for the vane to get the direction 
of the wind, with advantage. At the lower end of the tabe, TT, is a small pinion, work- 
ing in a rack, r, which moves backwards and forwards as the wind presses the vane. 
To this rack a pencil, Xy is attached, which marks the direction of the wind on a 
properly ruled paper, placed horizontally beneath, and so adjusted as to progress 
at the rate of half an inch per honr, by means of a simple contrivance connecting it 
with a good clocL The paper is shown in the illustration upon the table of the 
instrument. 

The pressure plate, F, for ascertaining the force of the wind, is one foot square, 
placed immediately beneath, and at right angles with the vane; it is supported by 
light bars, running horizontally on friction rollers, and communicating with flattened 
springs, 1, 2, 8, so that the plate, when affected by the pressure of the wind, acts upon 
them, and they transfer such action to a copper chain passing down the interior of 
the direction tube, and over a pulley at the bottom. A light copper wire con- 
nects this chain T^th the spring lever, y y, carrying a pencO which records the 
pressure upon the paper below. Mr. Osier much prefers a spring to any other 
means for ascertaining the force of the wind, because it is of the highest importance 
to have as little matter in motion as possible, otherwise the momentum acquired 
will cause the pressure plate to give very erroneous indications. The pressure plate 
is as light as is consistent with strength. It is kept before the wind by the vane, 
and is urged out by three or more springs, so that with light winds one only is com- 
pressed, and two, or more, according to the strength of the wind. 

The pluviometer is placed on the right in the figure, P P being the plane 
of the roof of the building. The rain funnel, i2, exposes an area of about 200 square 
inches. The water collected in it is conveyed by a tube through the roof of the 
building into a glass vessel, 6^, so a^usted and graduated as to indicate a quarter of 
an inch of rain for every 200 square inches of surface, t. e. 50 cubic inches. G is 
supported by spiral springs, h b, which are compressed by the accumulating rain. 
A glass tube, open at both ends, is cemented into the bottom of G, and over it is 
placed a larger one closed at the top like a bell glass. The smaller tube thus forms 
the long leg of a syphon, and the larger tube acts as the short leg. The water, 
having risen to the level of the top of the inner tube, drops over into a little 
copper tilt, t, in the globe, 8, beneath the reservoir. This tilt is divided 
into two equal partitions by a slip of copper, and placed upon an axis not exactly 
balanced, but so that one end or the other preponderates. The water then drops into 
the end of the tilt which happens to be uppermost, and when quite full it fisdls over, 
throwing the water into the globe, 8, from which it flows away by the waste pipe. 
In this way an imperfect vacuum is produced in the globe, quite sufficient to produce 
a draught in the small tube of the syphon, or the long leg; and the whole contents 
of the reservoir, G, immediately run off, and the spiral springs, h 5, elevate the 
reservoir to its original position. To produce this action, a quarter of an inch of 
rain must have fallen. The registration is easily understood. A spring lever, z^ 
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canTing a pencil, is attached by a cord, c, to S. This spring always keeps the cord 
tight, so that as the apparatus descends during the fedl of rain, the spring advances 
the pencil more and more from the zero of the scale upon the paper beneath, until 
a qnarter of an inch has £sJlen, when the pencil is drawn back to zero by the ascent 
of the reservoir. 

The dock movement carries the registering paper forward by one of ihe wheels 
working into a rack attached to the frame. 

The acynstment of the instrament should be carefully made at its first erection. 
The scale for pressure should be established experimentally, by applying weights of 
2, 4, 6, &c., tbs., to move the pressure plate. 

The registration trace for twenty-four hours is readily understood. The direc- 
tion is recorded on the centre part; the pressure on one side, and the rain on the 
other. lines parallel to the length of the paper show no rain, steady wind, and 
constant pressure. On the rain trace, a line parallel to the width of the paper 
shows that the pencO had been drawn back to zero, a quarter of an inch of rain 
having fallen. The hour lines are in the direction of the width of the paper. 

At the International Exhibition 1862, Messrs. Negretti and Zambra exhibited 
an improved Osier's anemometer, having combined with it Robinson's cups, so that 
the pressure and velocity appear on the same sheet, on which a Hue an inch in length 
is recorded at every ten miles ; thus the complete instrament shows continuously 
the direction, pressure, and velocity of the wind. 

128. Beckley*s Anemometer.— Mr. B. Beckley, of the Eew Observatory, has 
devised a self-registering anemometer, which consists of three principal parts: 
Bobinson's cups for the determination of velocity ; a double £eui, or wind-mill governor, 
for obtaining the direction ; and a clock to move a cylinder, around which registra- 
tion paper is wrapped. The paper records the time, velocity, and direction of the 
wind for twenty-four hours, when it must be replaced. It> has a cast-iron tubular 
support, or pedestal to carry the external parts — the cups and the fans, — which 
must be erected upon the roof of the building upon which it is desired to mount the 
instrument. 

The fans keep their axis at right angles to the wind ; and with any change of 
direction they move, carrying with them an outer brass tube, which rests upon 
friction balls on the top of the pedestal, and is attached to a tubular shaft passing 
through the interior of the pedestal, and terminating with a mitre wheel. The mitro 
wheel, working with other cogged wheels, communicates the motion of the direction 
shaft to a cylinder carrying a pencil, to record the direction. 

The shaft carrying the cups is supported upon friction balls, placed in a groove 
formed on the top of the direction shaft, and passing through the interior of that 
shaft, comes out below the mitre wheel, where it is terminated in an endless screw, 
or worm. 

Upon the wind moving the cups, motion is given to the iimermost shaft. 
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thence to the wonn- wheel, whence motion is given to a pencil which registers the 
velocity. 

De la Bne's metallic paper is used in registration, it having the property of 
receiving a trace from a brass pencil. The pencils can, therefore, be made in the 
most convenient form. Mr. Beckley forms each pencil of a strip of brass wrapped 
round a cylinder, making a very thin threaded screw, so that the contact of the 
pencil cylinder and the clock cylinder is a mere point of the metallic thread. The 
pencil cylinders are placed side by side npon the cylinder tmned by the dock, and 
require no spring or other appliance to keep them to their work, but always make 
contact with the registration paper by their own gravity. They therefore require no 
attention, and being as long as the trace which they make, they will last a long 
time. 

The velocity pencil has only one turn on the cylinder, and its pitch is equal to 
a scale of fifty miles upcm the paper. The direction pencil has likewise one turn 
on its cylinder, its pitch being equal to a scale of the cardinal points of the compass 
npon the paper. 

The clock gives a uniform motion of half an inch per hour to the cylinder upon 
which the paper is fastened. 

The registering mechanism of the instroment is veiy compact, requiring only a 
space of about 18 inches by 8 inches. 

In the Report of the British Association for 1858, Mr. Beckley has given a 
detailed description of his anemometer, with drawings of all the parts. 

129. Self-Begiaterlng Lind's Anemometer.— A Lind's wind-gauge, designed 
to register the maximum pressure, was exhibited at the International Exhibition 
1862, by Mr. £. G. Wood. The bend of the syphon is contracted to obtain steadi- 
ness. On the leeward limb a hole is drilled corresponding in size with the contracted 
portion of the tube. The edge of the hole corresponds with the zero of the scale. 
On the pressure of the wind increasing, as much of the water as would have risen 
above the aperture flows away, and therefore the quantity left indicates the greatest 
pressure of the wind since the last setting of the instrument, which is done by filling 
it with water up to the zero point. 

130, Anemometrio Obsenrations,— To illustrate the value of anemometric 
observations, we quote from a paper by Mr. Hartnup, on the results obtained fix)m 
Osier's Anemometer, at the Liverpool Observatory. The six years' observations, 
ending 1857, gave for the yearly average of the winds: North-easterly, on 60 days, 
at 7*8 miles per hour; North-westerly, on 112 days, at 15*4 miles per hour; South- 
easterly, on 115 days, at 11*0 miles per hour; South-westerly, on 77 days, at 18*8 
miles per hour; and one day cahn. From the same observations, the average 
variation in the strength of the wind during the 24 hours is: — 11 miles per hour, 
the minimum force, occurring at 1^ a.m. ; until 6 a.m. it remains much the same, 
being then 11*8 miles per hour; at 10 a.m. it is 18*4 miles per hour; at H p.m. 
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the wind in at its maiimTiin strength, being 14*8 miles per hoar; at 6p.nL it is again 
18-4 miles per honr, and at 9 p.m. 11*8 miles per hoar. Hence it appears that 
the wind Ms to its miniTnam force mach more gradually than it rises to its 
mftximam ; that the decrease and increase are equal and contrary, so that the carve 
is symmetrical; and that generally the force of wind is less at night than daring 
the day. 

** There is evidence,** says Admiral FitzBoy, '' in Mr. Hartnup's very valnable 
anemometrical resolts, which seems to prove that to his observatory, in a valley, with 
buildings and hills to the north-eastward, the real polar current does not blow from 
N.E., but nearer S.E» By his reliable digest of winds experienced there, it appears 
that those most prevalent were from W.N.W. and S.S.E. But in England, generaUj, 
the prevailing winds are believed to be westerly, inclining to south-westerly, and north- 
easterly; while of all winds, the south-easterly is about the rarest. 

"At Lord Wrottesley's observatory, in Staffordshire, abont 580 feet above the 
sea, there appears to be considerably less strength of wind at any given time, when 
a gale is blowing generally, than occurs simultaneously at places along the sea-coast : 
whence the inference is, that undulations of the land's surfiice and hills, diminish 
the strength of wind materially by frictional resistance. 

** All the synoptic charts hitherto advanced at the Board of Trade exhibit a 
marked diaunution of force ioland compared with that on the sea-coast. Indeed, 
the coast itself offers similar evidence, in its stunted, sloping trees, and comparative 
barrenness.*** 



• Vide Third Nmm^ itf MtUorohgUol Papart, iMued by the B<wrd of Tnde. 
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CHAPTER XrV. 
1N8TBUMBBTS FOE INVESTIGiTIKO ATM08PHEBIC ELBCTEICITT. 

ISL Atmoipltflrio El«Otrou<^.— The BJmpleat inrtniment for aBCertaining at 
any time the atectno condition of the atmosphere is an electroscope composed of 
two eqnal piecoa of gold leaf, sospended from a brus anpport, and insulated, as well 
as protected from the movement of the air, by a glass covering. Fig. 90 represents 
saeh an instroment. The cap of the brass 
BDpport is fitted for the reception, in the vertical 
direction, of a metallio rod, not less than two 
or three feet in length. The top of the rod 
carries a cUp. The instrmnent acts according 
to the law, that bodies similarly electrified repel 
each other ; bat when disemularly electrified, 
they attract each other. To make an observa- 
tion, the instrmnent is placed in the open air, 
and a lighted piece of cigar fosee, or toocb- 
paper, is fised in the clip. The electricity of 
the air is collected by the snbstance midergoing 
combustion, and conducted by the rod to the 
gold leaf; and the pieces, being similarly elec- 
trified, separate more or less according to the 
amount of electricity present. The kind is de- 
termined by the effect of either an excited stick 
of sealing-waz or rod of glass npon the electri- 
fied gold leaf. A rod of glass, when nibbed 
briskly with a silk handkerchief or piece of^ 
woollen cloth, becomes positively electrified, 
or excited, as it is termed. A stick of sealing- 
wax, similarly treated, acquires the negative 
state. If, therefore, an excited glass rod be presented to the cap of the instmmenti 
and it cause the pieces of gold leaf to diverge still farther, the electric state of the 
air must be analogous to that of the ^ass, that is, potUive; if they approach, it is 
negative. On the contrary, if a stick c^ sealing-wax be used, the pieces will be 
repelled more apart if they have acquired negative electricity from the air ; and they 
will convei^e if th^ have a ptwitive charge. 

By means of this very simple instrument, meteorolo^cal observers can readily 
ascertain the electric couditiou of the lower air at any time. 
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Note. — ^A book oontaining strips of gold leaf is sent with the Electrometer to 
replace the gold leaves when torn or broken in use. 

To monnt fresh gold leaves, nnscrew the brass plate to which is attached the 
rod supporting the leaves ; then moisten with the breath the flat piece of bras8» and 
press it gently down on one strip of gold, whilst the book is only partly opened ; the 
second leaf is attached in the same manner. 

182* Volta*8 Electrometer is similar to the instroment just described, except 
that instead of gold leaf two light pieces of straw, or two pith balls, are freely 
suspended from the conductor ; the amount of the electric charge being estimated 
from the degrees of divergence, shown by a graduated arc. 

ISSt Peltier's Electrometer is a much superior instrument in point of sensi- 
bility. A tall glass tube an inch or more in diameter, is connected to a glass 
receiver, mounted on a base fitted with levelling screws. At the top of the tube is 
formed a globe from four to five inches in diameter, which is thickly gilt on the 
exterior, so as to form a good conducting surface. A wire passes from the ball down 
the tube into the receiver, where it is bent up, and ends in a steel point over the 
centre of the base. A bent wire, carrying a small magnetic needle, is balanced on 
the steel point, so that the magnet, with the fine wire, arranges itself horizontally 
in the direction of the magnetic meridian. If any cloud or portion of air in the 
neighbourhood be in an electrical state, it will act by induction upon the gilt ball, 
and the needle will be deflected from its north and south direction. 

A graduated circle indicates the number of degrees of the deflection, whidi 
will be greater or less according to the tension of the electricity. To ascertain 
whether the electricity is positive or negative, a stick of sheUac or glass must be 
employed, as already described. 

134. Bolmenberger*8 Electroscope may be fitted with a metallic conductor, and 
used with great advantage for observing atmospheric electricity. ** The principal 

parts of the instrument, as improved by Becquerel, are the 
following : — A B, fig. 91, is a small dry galvanic pile of from 
500 to 800 pairs, about a quarter of an inch in diameter ; 
when the plates are pressed together, such a pile will be 
firom 2 to 2^ inches in length. The wires, which are bent 
so as to stand above the pile, terminate in two plates, P 
and 3f, which are the poles of the pile. These plates, 
which are 2 inches by ^ an inch, are parallel and opposite 
to each other. It is convenient for their opposite sides 
to be slightly convex, for them to be gilded or coated 
with platinum, and for them to run on the polar wires, by 
the latter being made to pass through a small hole in them. 
^ One of these plates will always be in a state of positive. 
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and the other of negative, electricity ; between them suspend the very fine gold 
leaf, D Gy which is attached to the conductor, C Z>, of copper wire. If the leaf 
hang exactly between the two plates, it is equally attracted by each, and will there* 
fore be in a state of repose. The apparatus should be protected by a bell-glass, 
fitting exactly, and haying an opening at the top through which the copper wire, C D, 
passes; the wire, however, is insulated by its being contained in a glass tube, 
which is made to adhere to the bell-glass by means of a small portion of shel« 
lac or gum-lac. Screw on a metal ball or plate, to impart to it the electricity 
you wish to test, which will be conveyed by the copper wire to the gold leaf, 
and the latter will immediately move towards the plate which has the opposite 
polarity. This electroscope is, beyond doubt, one of the most delicate ever 
constructed, and is well adapted to show small quantities of positive and negative 
electriciiy. 

** To ensure the susceptibility of electroscopes and electrometers placed under 
bell-glasses, precautions should be taken to render the air they contain as dzy as 
possible, which may be effected by enclosing in a suitable vessel a little melted 
chloride of calcium beneath the glass.** 

The galvanic pile employed in this electroscope is that invented by Zamboni. 
** It differs from the common hydro-electric batteries principally in this, that the 
presence of the electromotive liquid is dispensed with, and that in its place is substi- 
tuted some moist substance of low conducting power, generally paper. The elec- 
tromotors in these piles are composed for the most part of Dutch gold (copper) and 
silver (zinc) paper pressed one on the other, with their paper sides together, out of 
which discs are cut with a diameter of from a quarter of an inch to an inch. More 
powerful pairs of plates may be obtained by using only the silver paper and smear- 
ing its paper side with a thin coat of honey, on which some finely pulverized 
peroxide of manganese has been sprinkled, and all the sides similarly coated are 
presented one way. Powerful pairs of plates may also be made by pasting; pure 
gold leaf on the paper side of zinc-paper. These plates are then to be arranged, 
just as in the ordinary voltaic pile, one above the other, so that the similar metallic 
sur&ces may all lie oneway; press them tightly together; tie them with pretty 
stout silk threads, and press them into a glass tube of convenient size. The metal 
rims of the tubes, which must be well connected with the outermost pairs of plates, 
form the poles of the pile, the negative pole being in the extreme zinc sur£Etce, and 
the positive in the extreme copper or manganese sur&ce. 

** The electromotive energy called into action in these dry piles is less than 
that excited in the moist or hydro-electric piles, principally on account of the im- 
perfect conduction of the paper. The accumulation of electricity at their poles also 
goes on less rapidly, and consequently the electrical tension continues for a long 
while unaltered; whereas, in all moist piles, even in the most constant of them, the 
tension is maintained, comparatively speaking, for but a short time, on account of 

K 
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the chemical action and decomposition of the electromotiye floid^canses of dis- 
tui'bance which do not exist in the dry pile."* 

135. Thomson's Electrometer.— Professor W.Thomson, of Glasgow, has de- 
fisdd an atmospheric electrometer, which is likely to become eminently successM, in 
the hands of skilful observers. It is mainly a torsion balance combined with a Ley- 
den-jar. The index is an alomininm needle stnmg on a fine platinnm wire, passing 
through its centre of gravity, and stretched firmly between two points. The needle 
and wire are carefully insulated from the greater part of the instrument, but are in 
metallic communication with two small plates fixed beside the two ends of the needle, 
and termed the repelling plates. A second pair of larger plates face the repelling 
plates, on the opposite side of the needle, but considerably farther from it. These 
plates are in connection with the inner coating of a Leyden-jar, and are termed the 
attracting plates. The whole instrument is enclosed in a metal cage, to protect the 
glass Leyden-jar and the delicate ueedle. 

The Leyden-jar should be charged when the instrument is used. Its effect is 
two-fold: it increases greatiy the sensibility of the instrument, and enables the 
observer to distinguish between positive and negative electrification. 

The air inside the jar is kept dry by pumice-stone, slightiy moistened with 
sulphuric acid; by which means very perfect insulation is maintained. 

Electrodes, or terminals, are brought outside the instrument, by which the 
Leyden-jar can be charged, and the needle system connected with the body, the 
electric state of which is to be tested. 

For the purpose of testing the electric state of the atmosphere, the instrument 
is provided with a conductor and support for a burning match, or, preferably, with 
an arrangement termed a water-dropping collector ; by either of which means the 
electricity of the air is conveyed to the needle system. 

The needle abuts upon the repelling plates when not influenced by electrieityy 
in which position it is at zero. It can always be brought back to zero by a torsion- 
head, turning one end of the platinum wire, but insulated from it, and provided with 
a graduated circle, so that the magnitude of the arc, that the torsion-head is moved 
through to bring the needle to zero, measures the force tending to deflect it. 

The action of the instrument is as follows : — The Leyden-jar is to be highly 
charged, say negatively ; and the repelling plates are to be connected with the earth. 
The needle will then be deflected against a stop, under the combined influence of 
attraction from the Leyden-jar, or attracting plates, and repulsion from the repelling 
plates due to the positive charge induced on the needle and its plates by the Leyden- 
jar plates. The platinum wire must then be turned round by the torsion-head so 
as to bring back the needle to zero ; and the number of degrees of torsion required 
will measure the force with which the needle is attracted. Next, let the needle 

• £lem*nt$ of Physictf by C. F. Peschel. 
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pimtea be disconnected from the earth, and connected with the insulated body, the 
electric state of which is to be tested. In testing the atmosphere, the conductor 
and lighted match, or water-dropping apparatus, must be applied. 

If the electricity of the body be positive, it will augment the positive charge 
in the needle plates, induced by the Leyden-jar plates ; and consequently the needle 
will be more deflected than by the action of the jar alone. If the electricity of the 
body be negative, it will tend to neutralize the positive chaise ; and the needle will 
be less deflected. Hence the kind of electricity present in the air becomes at once 
apparent, without the necessity of an experimental test. The platinum wire must 
then be turned till the needle is brought to zero, and the number of degrees observed ; 
which is a measure of the intensity of the electrification. 

Any loss of charge from the Leyden-jar which may from time to time occur, 
reducing the sensibility inconveniently, may be made good by additions from a 
small electrophorus which accompanies the instrument.* 

The instrument may be made self-recording by the aid of clockwork and photo- 
graphy. To efiect this, a clock gives motion to a cylinder, upon which photographic 
paper is mounted. The needle of the electrometer is made to carry a small reflector ; 
and rays from a properly adjusted source of light are thrown by the reflector, through 
a small opening, upon the photographic paper. It is evident, that as the cylinder 
revolves, a trace will be left upon the paper, showing the magnitude of, and varia- 
tions in, the deflection of the needle. 

136< Fundamental Facts regarding Atmospheric Eleotrioity.~The general 
electrical condition of the atmosphere is positive in relation to the sur&ce of the 
earth and ocean, becoming more and more positive as the altitude increases. When 
the sky is overcast, and the clouds are moving in different directions, it is subject to 
great and sudden variations, changing rapidly from positive to negative, and the 
reverse. During fog, rain, hail, sleet, snow, and thunderstorms, the electrical state 
of the air undergoes many variations. The intensity of the electricity increases 
with hot weather following a series of wet days, or of wet weather coming after a 
continuance of dry days. The atmospheric electricity, in fact, seems to depend for 
its intensity and kind upon the direction and character of the prevailing wind, under 
ordinary circumstances. It has an annual and a diurnal variation. There is 
a greater diurnal change of tension in winter than in summer. By comparing ob- 
servations from month to month, a gradual increase of tension is perceived from 
July to February, and a decrease from February to July. The intensity seems to 
vary with the temperature. The diurnal variation exhibits two periods of greatest 
and two of least intensity. In smnmer, the maxima occur about 10 a.m. and 10 p.m. ; 
the minima about 2 a.m. and noon. In winter, the maxima take place near 10 a.m. 
and 8 p.m. ; the minima near 4 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

The researches of Saussure, Beccaria, Crosse, Quetelet, Thompson, and 

• Tblfl deseriptian ii modTied from that in Report of the Jurors for Clan XIII. Tnteraatioiua ExhibittOB, IMI. 
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FitzBoy bave tended to show that daring the prevalence of polar currents of dr 
poflitiye electricity is developed, and becomes more or less active according to the 
greater or less coldness and strength of wind ; but with winds from the eqnatorial 
direction there is little evidence of sensitive* electricity, and when obeervable, it is 
of the negative kind. Storms and gales of wind ate generally attended, in places, 
with lightning and thunder ; and as the former are very often attributed to the 
conflict of polar and eqmirtorial winds, the difference of the electric tension of these 
winds may accoont for the latter phenomena. It is not oar intention to enter apon 
the general consideration of thanderstarms ; the facia which we have given may 
be of service to the yoang observer ; and finally, as it is interesting to be able to judge 
of the locality of a thunderstorm, the foUowing simple rule will be of service, and 
sufficiently accorate : — Note by a second's watch the number of seconds which elapse 
from the sight of the lightning to the commencement of the thunder ; divide them 
by five, and the quotient will be the distance in miles. Thus, if thunder is heard 
ten seconds after the lightning was seen, the distance from the seat of the storm will 
be about two miles. The interval between the flash and the roll has seldom been 
observed greater than seventy -two seconds. 

137. Lightning Conductors. "** The line of danger, whether fr^m the burning 
or lifting power of Hghtning, is the line of strong and obstructed currents of air, of 
the greatest aerial friction. "* Trees, church spires, wind-mills and other tall struc* 
tures, obstruct the aerial currents, and hence their exposure to danger. The highest 
objects of the landscape, especially those that are nearest the thunder cloud, will 
receive the lightning stroke. The more elevated the object, the more likely is it to 
be struck. Of two or more objects, equally tall and near, the lightning is invariably 
found to select the best conductor of electricity, and even to make a circuitous path 
to get to it. Hence the application and evident advantage of metallic rods, called 
Ughimng conductoriy attached to buildings and ships. A lightning conductor should 
be pointed at top, and extend some feet above the highest part of the edifice, or 
mast. It should be made of copper, which is a better conducting medium than iron, 
and more durable, being less corrosive. It must be unbroken throughout its length, 
and extend to the bottom of the building, and even some distance into the ground, 
so as to conduct the electricity into a well or moist soil. If it be connected with 
the lead and iron work in the structure of the house, it will be all the better, as 
affording a larger surface, and a readier means of exit for the fluid. In a ship, 
the lower end of the conductor should be led into communication with the hull, if 
of iron, and with the copper sheathing, if a wooden vessel ; so that, spread over 
a large surface, it may escape more readily to the water. 

138* Precautions against Lightniog*~Experience seems to warrant the 
assumption that any building or ship, fitted with a substantial lightning conductor, 

' % ■ ' ' I ■ - 
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k safe from da(nger dnring a ihondersionn. Shotild a honse or vessel be undefended 
by a conduotor, it may be advisable to adopt a few precautions against danger. In 
a house, the fire-place should be avoided, because the lightning may enter by the 
chimney, its sooty lining being a good conductor. ** Through chimneys, lightning 
has a way into most houses; and therefco'e, it is wise, by opening doors or 
windows, to give it a way out. Wherever the aerial current is fiercest, there the 
danger is greatest ; and if we kept out of the way of currents or draughts, we keep 
out of the way of the lightning."'*' Lightning evinces as it were a preference for metal- 
lic substances, and will fly from place to place, even out of the direct line of its 
passage to the earth, to enter such bodies. It is therefore well to avoid, as much 
as possible, gildings, silvered mirrors, and articles of metal. The best place is 
perhaps the middle of the room, unless a draught passes, or a metallic lamp or chan- 
delier should be hanging firom the ceiling. The neighbourhood of bad conductors, 
such as glass windows, not being open, and on a thick bed of mattrasses, are safe 
places. The quality of trees as lightning conductors is considered to depend upon 
their height and moisture, those which are taller and relatively more humid being 
struck in preference to their fellows ; therefore, it is unwise to seek shelter under 
tall and wet trees during a thunderstonn. In the absence of any other shelter, 
it would be better to lie down on the ground. 

• Ail tk€ Tmr Somnd^ No. 224. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

OZONE AND ITS INDICAT0B8. 

139. Vatnra of Os(me,*-I>tiring the action of a powerfhl electric machine, and 
in the decomposition of water by the voltaic battery, a peculiar odour is perceptible, 
which is considered to arise from the generation of a substance to which the term 
cxone has been given, on acconnt of ite having been first detected by smell, which, 
for a long time after its discovery, was ite only known characteristic. A Bimilar 
odottr is evolved by the influence of phosphorus on moist air, and in other cases of 
slow combustion. It is also traceable, by the smell, in air, — ^where a flash of light- 
ning has passed iiomediately before. Afterwards it was established that the same 
element possessed an oxidising property. It was found to be liberated at the oxygen 
electrode when water was decomposed by an electric current ; and has been regarded 
by some chemists as what is termed an aUotropic form of oxygen, while others speak 
of it as oxygen in the nascent state, and some even regard it as intimately related to 
chlorine. So various are the existing notions of the nature of this obscure agent. 

Its oxidising property afifords a ready means for its detection, even when the 
sense of smeU completely fails. The methods of noting the presence and measuring 
the amount of ozone present in the air, are very simple; being the free exposore to 
the air, defended from rain and the direct rays of the sun, of prepared test-papers. 
There are two kinds of test-papers. One kind was invented by Dr. Schonbein, the 
original discoverer of ozone; and the other, which is more generally approved, by 
Dr. Mof^t. 

140. 8clioubein*s Oxonometer consists of strips of paper, previously saturated 
with a solution of starch and iodide of potassium, and dried. The papers are sus- 
pended in a box, or otherwise properly exposed to the air, for a given interval, as 
twenty-four hours. The presence of ozone is shown by the test-paper acquiring a 
purple tint when momentarily immersed in water. Ithe amount is estimated by the 
depth of the tint, according to a scale of ten tints furnished for the purpose, which 
are distinguished by numbers from 1 to 10. The ozone decomposes the compound 
which iodine forms with hydrogen, and, it is presumed, combines as oxygen with 
hydrogen, while the iodine unites with the starch, giving the blue colour when 
moist. 

141. Dr. Moffat's Oxonometer consists of papers prepared in a somewhat simi- 
lar manner to iBchonbein*B ; bat they do not require immersion in water. The pre* 
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sence of ozone is shown by a brown tint, and the amount by the depth of Unt 
according to a scale of t«n tints, which is famished with each box of the papers. 

Moffat's hare the advantage of preserrii^ their tint for years, if kept in the 
dark, or between the leaves of a book ; and are simpler to use. 

142. Sir Tamei Clark's Oione Cag^ (fig. 92), consiata of two cylinders of 
very fine wire ganze, one fitting into tite other; the wire Tig. 92. 

gauze beisg of such a fineness as to permit the &ee ingress 
of air, at the same time that it shnts ont all light that 
would act injorionsly on the test-paper, whieb is suspended 
by a clip or hook attached to the apper part of the inner 
cylinder, 

t43. Distribution andESl^cti of Osona.— Mr. aiaisher 
has fotmd that " the amount of ozone at sUtioua of low 
elevation is small; at stations of high elevation, it ia almost 
always present; and at other and intermediate stations, 
it is generally so. The presence and amount of ozone would 
seem to be graduated by the elevation, and to increase from 
the lowest to the highest ground. The amount of ozone is 
less in towns than in the open conntry at tbe same elevation ; and less at inland 
than at sea-side stations." It seems to abound most wilb winds from the sea, and 
to be most prevalent where tbe air is considered tbe porest and most salabrioui. 
This may eeem, says Admiral FiUsEoy, in The Weather Book, to point to a connec- 
tion between ozone and chlorine gas, which is in and over sea-water, and which mutt 
be brought by any wind that blows from tbe sea. It prevails more over tbe ocean 
and near it than over land, especially land remote from the sea ; and, says tbe 
Admiral, it affects the gastric juJce, improves digestion, and has a tanning effect. 
Dr. Daubeny, in bis Lectures on Climate, writes : " Its presence mnst have a sensible 
influence upon the purity of tbe air, by removing from it fcetid and injurious 
organic effluvia. It is also quite possible that ozone may play an important part in 
regulating tbe fonctions of the vegetable kingdom likewise ; and although it would 
be premature at present to speculate upon its specific office, yet, for this reason alone, 
it may be well to note the tact of its frequency, in coi^unction with the different 
phases which vegetation assumes, persuaded that no principle can be generally 
diffused throughout nature, as appears to be the case with this, without having soma 
important and appropriate use assigned for it to fulfil." 

144. Be^lterinf OlOnometer.— Dr. £. Lancaster has contrived an ozonometer, 
the object of which is to secure tbe constant registration of ozone, so that tba 
varying quantities present in the atmosphere may be detected and registered. For 
this purpose, an inch of ozone paper passes in each boor, by clock-work, beneath an 
opening in the cover of tbe instrument. 
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CHAPTER XYL 

INSTRUMENTS NOT DESCRIBED IN THE PRECEDING CHAPTERS. 

145. Chemical Weather 01ats*~'Thi8 curious instrnmeiit appears to have been 
inyented more than a hmidred years ago, bat the original maker is not known. It is 
simply a glass vial about ten inches long and three quarters of an inch in diameter, 
which is nearly filled, and hennetically sealed, with the following miztore : — Two 
drachms of camphor, half a drachm of nitrate of potassimn, half a drachm of 
chlorate of ammonimn, dissolved in about two fluid ounces of absolute alcohol mixed 
with two ounces of distilled water. All the ingredients should be as pure as possible, 
and each vial filled separately. When the instroments are made in nxmibers and 
filled firom a common mixture, some get more than the due proportion of the solid 
ingredients, and consequently such glasses do not exhibit that uniformity of appearance 
and changes, that undoubtedly should accompany similar influencing circumstances. 
It is in consequence of a want of precision and fixed principle of manufactnre, that 
these interesting instroments are not properly appreciated, and more generally used. 

The glass should be kept quite undisturbed, exposed to the north, and shaded from 
the smi. Camphor is soluble in alcohol, but not in water, while both water and 
alcohol have different solvent powers, according to the temperature; hence, the solid 
ingredients being in excess for certain conditions of solution, depending upon tem- 
peratmre chiefly, and perhaps electricity and the action of light also, appear as 
crystals and disappear with the various changes that occur in the weather. 

The various appearances thus presented in themenstrumn have been inferred to 
prognosticate atmospheric changes. The following roles have been deduced from 
carefdl study of the glass and weather : — 

1 . During cold weather, beautifdl fern-like or feathery crystallization is developed 
at the top, and sometimes even thronghout the liqoid. This is the normal state of 
the glass during winter. The crystallization increases with the coldness ; and if the 
stroctore grows downward, the cold will continue. 

2. During warm and serene weather, the crystals dissolve, the upper and 
greater part of the liquid becoming perfectly clear. This is the normal state of the 
glass during sommer. The less amount of crystallization, that is, the greater the 
clear portion of the liquid (for there is always some of the composition visible at the 
bottom), the greater the probability of continued fine dry weather. 

8. When the upper portion is clear, and flakes of the composition rise to the 
top and aggregate, it is a sign of increasing wind and stormy weather. 
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4. In cold weather, if the top of the liquid becomes thick and elondy, it 
denotes approaching rain. 

5. In warm weather, if small crystals rise in the liquid, which still maintains 
its clearness, rain may be expected. 

6. Sharpness in the points and features of the fern-like structure of the crys- 
tals, is a sign of fine weather; but when they begin to break up, and are badly 
defined, unsettled weather may be expected. 

Admiral FitzBoy, in Ths Weather Book, writes of this instrument as follows : — 
" Since 1825, we have generally had some of these glasses, as curiosities rather than 
otherwise ; for nothing certain could be made of their variations until lately, when 
it was fairly demonstrated that if fixed undisturbed in free air, not exposed to 
radiation, fire, or sun, but in the ordinaiy light of a weU-ventilated room, or, preferably , 
in the outer air, the chemical mixture in a so-called storm-glass varies in character 
with the direction of the wind— not its force, specially (though it may so vary in 
appearance^ only from another cause, dectrical tendon), 

** As the atmospheric current veers toward, comes from, or is only approaching 
from the polar direction, this chemical mixture — if closely, even microscopically 
watched — ^is found to grow like Jir, yew, fern leaves, or hoar-frost— or like crystal- 
lizations. 

" As the wind, or great body of air, tends more from the opposite quarter, the 
lines or spikes — ^all regular, hard, or crisp features — gradually diminish, till they 
vanish. 

'' Before, and in a continued southerly wind, the mixture sinks slowly down- 
ward in the vial, till it becomes shapeless, like melting white sugar. 

<< Before, or during the continuance of a northerly wind (polar current), the 
crystallizations are beautifdl (if the mixture is correct, the glass a Jixtvre, and duly 
placed); but the least motion of the liquid disturbs them. 

« When the main currents meet, and turn toward the west, making easterly winds, 
stars are more or less numerous, and the liquid dull, or less clear. When, and 
while they combine by the west, making westerly winds, the liquid is clear, and the 
crystallization well-defined, without loose stars. 

« While any hard or crisp features are visible below, above, or at the top of the 
liquid (where they form for polar winds), there is plm electricity in the air ; a mixtwre 
of polar current co-existing in that locality with the opposite, or southerly. 

« When nothing but soft, melting, sugary substance is seen, the atmospheric 
current (feeble or strong as it may be) is southerly with minus electricity, unmixed 
with, and uninfluenced by, the contrary wind. 

''Bepeated trials with a delicate galvanometer, applied to measure electric 
tension in the air, have proved these &cts, which are now found useful for aiding, 
with the barometer and thermometer, in forecasting weather. 

" Temperature affects the mixture much, but not solely; as many comparisons 
of winter with sxmmier changes of temperature have fully proved. 
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'' A confused appearance of the mixture, with flaky spots, or stars, in mofdon, 
and less clearness of the liquid, indicates south-easterly wind, prohably strong to a 
gale. 

'* Clearness of the liquid, with more or less perfect crystallizations, accompani^ 
a combination, or a contest, of the main currents, by the west, and very remarkable 
these differences are, — the results of these air currents acting on each other yVvm 
eastward, or from an entirely opposite direction, the west 

** The glass should be wiped clean now and then, — and once or twice a year 
the mixture should be disturbed, by inverting and gently shaking the glass vial." 

146, Leslie'B Differential Thermometer.— A glass tube having a large bulb at 
each extremity, and bent twice at right angles, as represented in figure 98, con- 
taining strong sulphuric acid tinged with carmine, and sup- 
ported at the centre by a wooden stand, constitutes the 
differential thermometer as invented by Professor Leslie. 
The instrument is designed to exhibit and measure small 
differences of temperature. Each leg of the instrument 
is usually from three to six inches long, and the balls are 
about four inches apart. The calibre of the legs is 
about -g^jf inch, not more ; the other part of the tube may be 
wider. The tube is filled with the liquid, the bulbs contain 
air. When both bulbs are heated alike, each scale indi- 
cates zero. The scale is divided so that the space between 
the freezing and the boiling-points of water is equal to 
1,000 parts. When one bulb is heated more than the 
other, the difference of temperature is delicately shown by 
the descent of the coloured fluid from the heated ball. It 
is uninfluenced by changes in the temperature of the atmo- 
sphere ; hence it is admirably adapted for experiments of 
radiant heat. The theory of the instrument is that gases 

expand equally for uniform increments of heat. 

147. Rumf'^rd's Differential Thermometer differs from that just described in 
simply containing only a small bubble of liquid, which lies in the centre of the tube, 
when both bulbs are similarly influenced. The bulbs and other parts of the tube 
contain air. When one bulb is more heated than the other, the bubble moves 
towards the one less heated ; and the scale attached to the horizontal part of the 
tube affords a measurement of the difference of temperature. 




148. Olaiflher's Thermometer Stand,— -The thermometer stand consists of a 
horizontal board as a base, of a vertical board projecting upwards from one edge of 
the horizontal one, and of two parallel inclined boards, separated from each other 
by blocks of three inches in thickness, connected at the top with the vertical. 



THBBUOUBTEK BClBEEN AND ANEMOSCOPE. 



189 




and at the bottom with the horizontal board, and the air pasBbs freely about 
and between them all. To the top of the p|^ m, 

inclined boards ia connected a small pro- 
jecting roof to prevent the rain &lling on 
the bnlbs of the ingtmment, which are car- 
ried on the face of the vertical board, with 
their bulbs projecting below it, bo that the 
air plays freely on the bnlbs from all sides. 
The whole frame revolves on an npright 
post firmly fixed to the ground, as shown 
is the engraving, fig. 94 ; and in vise, the 
inclined side is always tamed towards the 
smi. 

149, Thermometer Soroes, for nie 
at Sea.— This screen, or shade, was de- 
signed by Admiral FitiBoy, and has been 
in nse for several years on board H.U. 
vessels and many merchant-ships. It is 
abont twenty-foor incbea long by twelve 
wide and eight deep; having lattice-work 
sides, door, and bottom; with perforation also at top, so contrived that the air has 
free ace«ss to the interior, while the direct rays of the snn, rain, and sea spray 
are effectually exclnded from the lliermometers moonted inside. There is ample 
space for two thermometers placed side by side on brackets, at least three 
inches from each other or any part of the exterior of the screen. One thermo- 
meter should be fitted np as a " wet bulb" (see p. 105). A small vessel of water 
can easily be fixed inside the screen so as to retain its position and contents under 
the usual motions of the ship ; and .by means of a piece of cotton- wick, or muslin 
Tag tied round the bulb of the thermometer and trailing into the cnp of water, keep 
the bulb constantly moist. 

Self-registering thermometers ahonld be protected by a similar screen. It has 
leen fbnnd that thermomctric observations made at sea are not valuable for scien- 
tific purposes nnless the instm- Fir. 9s. 
meuts have been duly protected .. \ \ \ \ / 
by such a screen. 

150. Anemoscope, or Port- 
able Wind Vane for travellers, 
with compass, bar needle, &o., shows the 
direct course of the wind to half a p^jiul 
of the compass. 

191. Evaporatins Dish, or Gauge 
(fig. 05), for showing the amount of 
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eTi^ration from the earth's sarfiEioe. This gauge consists of a brass Tessel, the 
area or evaporating sorfiace of which is accurately detezmined; and also a glass 
cylindrical measure, graduated into inches* tenths, and hundredths of inches. In 
use, the evaporating gauge is nearly filled with water, the quantity having been 
previously measured by means of the glass cylinder; it is then placed out of doors, 
freely exposed to the action of the atmosphere; after exposure, the water is again 
measured, and the difference between the first and second measurement shows the 
amount of evaporation that has taken place. If rain has fidlen during the exposure 
of the gauge, the quantity collected by it must be deducted from the measured 
quantity; the amotmt is shown by the quantity of rain collected in the rain gauge. 
The wire cage round the gauge is to prevent animals, birds, &c., firom drinking the 
water. 

153. Dr. Babington's Atmidometer, or instrument for measuring the evapora- 
tion from water, ice or mow, consists of an oblong hollow bulb of glass or copper, be- 
neath which and communicating with it by a contracted neck is a second globular bulb, 
duly weighted with mercury or shot. The upper bulb is surmounted by a small glass 
or metal stem, having a scale graduated to grains and half-grains; on the top of 
which is fixed horizontally a shallow metal pan. The bulbs are immersed in a vessel 
of water having a circular hole in the cover through which the stem rises. Distilled 
water is then gradually poured into the pan above, until the zero of the stem sinks 
to a level with the cover of the vessel. Thus a4justed, as the water in the pan 
evaporates, the stem ascends, and the amount of evaporation is indicated in grains. 
This instrument affords a means of measuring evaporation from ice or mow. An 
adjustment for temperature is necessary. 

163. Cloud Befleotor.— At the International Exhibition 1862, Mr. J. T. 

Goddard exhibited a cloud mirror, for ascertaining the direction in which the clouds 
are moving. 

The mirror is laid on a horizontal support near a window, and fastened so that 
the point marked north may coincide with the south point of the horizon, — ^the 
several points will consequently be reversed. The edge of a conspicuous cloud is 
brought to the centre of the mirror, and the observer keeps perfectly still until it 
passes off at the maxgin, where the true point of the horizon from which the douds 
are coming can be read off. 

154. Sunshine Beoorder.—Mr. Goddard also exhibited an instrument which he 
calls by this name. It works by letting the sun's rays pass through a narrow slit, 
and fSeJl on photographic paper wound round a barrel moved by clock-work; the 
paper being changed daily, and the photographic impression developed and fixed in 
the usual manner.* 



• Vide Jurort' Report4. 
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165. SET OF POBTABLE INSTRUMENTS. 
In a small box, 8 in. by 8 in. by 4 in., a complete set of meteorological instrn- 
ments bave been packed. The lid of the box, by an ingenious arrangement, is made 
to take off and hang up ; on it are permanently fixed for observation, a ma xim n m 
and minimum, and a pair of dry and wet bulb thermometers. The interior of the 
box contains a maximum thermometer in vacuo for solar radiation, and a minimnm 
for terrestrial purposes, one of Negretti and Zambra's small pocket aneroid barometers, 
pedometer for measuring distances, pocket compass, clinometer, and lastly a rain 
gauge. This latter instrument consists of an accurately turned brass ring having an 
india rubber body fJEtstened to it to receive the rain, which is measured off by a small 
graduated glass, also contained in the box. Gentlemen travelling will find this 
compact observatory all that can be desired for meteorological observations. 

166. IMPLEMENTS. 
The practical meteorologist will find the following articles vety useful, if not 
necessary. They scarcely require description ; an enuneration will therefore suffice : — 
Weather Diagrams, or prepared printed and ruled forms, whereon to exhibit graphically 
the readings of the various instruments to render their indications usefiil in fore- 
telling weather, &c. ; — Meteorological Registers, or Record Books, for recording all 
observations, and the deductions; — Cloud Pictures, by which the clouds can be 
readily referred to their particular classification, very necessary to the inexperienced 
and learners; — Cyclone Glasses, or Horns, outline Maps with Wind-markers, are 
also useful, especially in forecasting weather. 



pjff.06. 167. HYDROMETER. 

A simple kind of hydrometer is vety much used at sea, as 
'* a sea- water test ;" and as the observations are usually recorded 
in a meteorological register or the ship's log-book, it may not 
be altogether out of place to give a description of it here. 

It is constructed of glass. If made of brass, the corrosive 
action of salt-water soon renders the instrument erroneous in 
its indications. The shapes usually given to the instruments 
are shown in figs. 96 and 97. A globular bulb is blown, and 
partly filled with mercmy or small shot, to make the instru- 
ment float steadily in a vertical position. From the neck of 
the bulb the glass is expanded into an oval or a cylindrical 
shape, to give the instrument sufficient volume for flotation; 
finally, it is tapered off to a narrow upright stem which en- 
closes an ivory scale, and is closed at the top. The divisions 
on the scale read downward, so as to measure the length of 
the stem which stands above the surface of any liquid in which 
the hydrometer is floated. The denser the fluid, the higher 
will the instrument rise; the rarer, the lower it will sink. 
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The indications depend upon the hydrostatic principle, that floating bodies dis- 
place a quantity of the fluid which sustains them equal to their own weight. Accord- 
ing, therefore, as the specific grarities of fluids differ from each other, so will vary 
the quantities of the fluids displaced by the same body when floated successively in each. 
The specific gravity of distilled water, at the temperature of 62^ F, being taken 
as unity, the depth to which the instrument sinks when gently immersed in such 
water is the zero of the scale. The graduations extend from to 40 ; the latter 
being the mark which will be level with the surface when the instrument is placed in 
water, the specific gravity of which is 1*040. In recording observations, the last 
two figures only — ^being the figures on the scale — are written down. Sea-water 
usually ranges from 1*020 to 1*086. 

A small tin, copper, or glass cylinder is useful for containing the water to be 
tested. It should be wider than the hydrometer, and always filled to the brim. 
K fitted to a stand, which is supported by gimbals, it will be very convenient. Water 
in a bucket, basin, or other wide vessel, acquires motion at sea, and the eye cannot 
be brought low enough (on account of the edges) to read off the scale accurately. 

Errors of observation may occur with the hydrometer, if it be put into water 
without being clean, or without being carefully wiped. The instrument is extremely 
accurate if correctly used. It should be kept free from contact with the sides of the 
vessel; and all dust, smears, or greasiness, should be scrupulously avoided, by 
carefully wiping it with a clean cloth before and after use. 

Whenever the temperature of the water tested differs from 62^, a correction to 
the reading is necessary, for the expansion or contraction of the glass, as well as the 
water itself, in order to reduce all observations to one generally adopted standard. 

Negretti and Zambra's hydrometer, with thermometer in the stem, shows the 
density and temperature in one instrument. 

For the following Tables we are indebted to the kindness of Admiral FitzRoy : — 
Table for reducing observations made with a Bbass Htdrometeb, assuming the 
linear expansion of brass to be 0*000009555 for 1** F. The correction is addi- 
tive for all temperatures above 62°, and subtractive for temperatures below 62''. 



f» 


Correction. 


t? 


Oorrection. 


r 


Correction. 


r 


Coirection. 


82 


—0 0014 


48 


— OOOIO 


64 


+00002 


80 


+00020 


83 


•0014 


49 


•0009 
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81 
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84 
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82 
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35 
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—00008 


67 
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83 
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86 


•0014 


52 


•0008 


68 
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84 
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87 


•0014 


53 


-0007 


69 
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85 


+0-0027 


38 
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54 


•0006 


70 


•0008 


86 


•0029 


89 


•0013 


55 
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71 


•0009 


87 
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40 


•0013 


56 


—0*0005 


72 


•0010 


88 


•0032 


41 


•0018 


57 
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89 
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58 
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74 


+00013 


90 
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•0003 


75 


•0014 


91 


•0036 


44 


—0-0012 


60 


•0002 


76 


•0015 . 


92 


•0038 


45 


•0011 


61 


—00001 


77 


•0016 


93 


•0040 


46 


•0011 


62 


0.0000 


78 


•0018 


94 


•0041 ' 


47 


—0-0010 


63 


+00001 


79 


+00019 


95 


+00043 1 



Newman's belf-reoistering tide-gauge. 
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Table for reducing observations made with a Glass Htdbometeb, assuming the 
linear expansion of glass to be 0'0000046d^ for 1"* F. The correction is 
additive for temperatures above 62'', and subtractive for temperatures below 
62^ 



/.* 


Oorrection. 


f* 


Correction. 


t° 


Correction. 


1 <.» 


Correction. 


32 


—00019 


48 


—00012 


64 
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168. NEWIMIAN'S SELF-REGISTEKING TIDE-GAUGE, 

At places where the phenomena of the tides are of much maritime impoi'tance, 
a continuous series of observations upon the rise and fail, and times of change, is 
essentially necessary as a basis for the construction of good tide tables ; and as such 
observations should also be accompanied with the r^stration of atmospheric 
phenomena, we have no hesitation in inserting a description of an accurate self- 
registering tide-gauge. 

The tide-gauge, as shown in the illustration, consists of a cylinder, A, which is 
made to revolve on its axis once in twenty-four hours by the action of the clock, B. 
A chain, to which is attached the float, D, passes over the wheel, C, and on the axis* 
of this wheel, C (in about the middle of it) is a small toothed wheel, placed so as 
to be in contact with a larger toothed wheel carrying a cylinder, E, over which passes 
another smaller chain. This chain, passing along the upper surface of the cylinder, 
A J and round a second cylinder, F, at its further end, is acted on by a spring so as 
to be kept in a constant state of tension. In the middle of this chain a small tube 
is fixed for carrying a pencil, which, being gently pressed down by means of a small 
weight on the top of it, performs the duty of marking on paper placed round the 
cylinder the progress of the rise or &11 of the tide as the cylinder revolves, and as 
it is drawn by the chain forward or backward by the rise or fall of the float. The 
paper is prepared with lines equidistant from each other, to correspond with the 
hours of the clock, crossed by others showing the number of feet of rise and fall. 

The cylinder while in action revolves from left to right to a spectator facing the 
clock, and the pencil is carried horizontally along the top of the cylinder; and the 
large wheel being made to revolve by the rise and fall of the float, turns the wheel 
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with the small oylindery E, attached to it. If the tide is faUing, the small chain is 
womid roimd the cylinder, Ej and the pencil is drawn towards the large wheel; bnt 
if the tide is nsingy the small chain is wonnd on to the cylinder, F, by means of 
the spring contained in it, which constantly keeps it in a state of tension. Thos^ by 
means of the rise and fsML of the tide, a lateral progress is given to the pencil, while 
the cylinder is made to reyolye on its axis by the clock, so that a line is traced on the 
paper showing the exact state of the tide continuously, without further attention than 
is necessary to change the paper once every day, and to keep the pencil carefoUy 
pointed; or a metallic pencil may be used, which will require littie, if any, attention. 
A good self-registering tide-gauge is a Taluable and important acquisition 
wherever tidal observations are required, and the only pezfectiy e£&cient instrument of 
this kind is that invented by the late Mr. John Newman, of Begent Street, London. 
It is now in action in several parts of the world, silentiy and JaxikfuJIly performing 
its duty, requiring no other kind of attention than that of a £bw minutes daily, and thus 
admitting the employment of the person on any otiier service whose duty it would 
otherwise have been to have registered the tide. It has done much by its &ithfiil 
records in contributing to the construction of good tide tables for many places ; for 
those unavoidable defects dependent on merely watching the surfisuse on a divided 
scale are set aside by it, all erroneous conclusions excluded, and a true delineation 
of Nature's own making is preserved by it for the theorist. 
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1. French barometers are graduated to miUimetres. An English inch is equal 
to 25*89954 millimetres. Hence, 80 inches on the English barometer scales corre- 
spond to 762 millimetres on the French barometer scales. Conversions from one 
scale to another can be e£fected by the following formnlffi: — 

(1) Inches = millimetres divided by ... 25*89954 

(2) Millimetres = inches multiplied by ... 25*89954 

Of conrse, a table of equivalent values should be drawn up and employed, when 
a large number of observations are to be converted from one scale to the other. 

2. In Germany, barometers are sometimes graduated with old French inches 
and lines, — ^the vernier generally indicating the tenth of a line. 

Old Fbenoh Lineal Mbasubb. 

EngliBh InohM. 

1 douzieme, or point = 0*0074 

= 1 ligne ... = 0*0888 

= 1 pouce ... = 1*065766 

= 1 pied ... = 12*7892 

= 824*7 millimetres. 



12 points 

12 lignes 

12 pouces 

1 pied 



** The Germans indicate inches by putting two accents after the number; lines, 
by putting three accents ; 27" 8 "*85, means 27 inches 8 lines 85 hundredths of a 
line ; more frequently, they give the height in lines, and the preceding number 
becomes S2T'S5"^Kaemtz. 

8. Ride for finding Diameter of Bore of a Barometer Tvbe. 

** If the maker has not taken care to measure the interior diameter directly, it 
may be deduced from the exterior diameter. The exterior diameter is first measured 
by calipers, and, by deducting from this diameter 0*1 of an inch for tubes from -8 
to * 5 of an inch in external diameter, we have an approximation to the interior 
diameter of the tube.'' — Kaemtz. 



ADDENDA. 



147 



4. 



Sea Scale. 



Wind Scales. 
Wind. 



Land Bcale. 






to 8 


8 


» 5 


6 


.. 7 


7 


„ 8 


8 


„ 10 


10 


„ 12 


IVeantrein 


Pounds 


(iToirdnpois) 



Light 

Moderate 

Fresh 

Strong 

Heavy 

Violent 

(Land Scale). 



to 
1 



2 
8 

4 
5 

Yeloo 



1 
2 
8 
4 
5 
6 

ty in 



i 
5 

10 

21 

26 

82 



1 
2 
8 
4 
5 
6 



Miles 
(Hourly). 

10 
82 
45 
66 
72 
80 



5. 



Letters to Denote the State of the Weather. 

b denotes blue sky, whether with clear or hazy atmosphere, 
cloudy, that is detached opening clouds, 
drizzling rain, 
fog. 
hail. 

lightning. 

misty, or hazy so as to interrupt the view, 
overcast, gloomy, dull, 
passing showers, 
squally, 
rain, 
snow, 
thunder. 

ugly, threatening appearance of sky. 
unusual visibility of distant objects, 
wet, that is dew. 



c 
d 

f 
h 

I 

m 

o 

P 

r 
s 
t 
u 

V 

w 



yy 



>> 



}) 



»i 



») 



>> 



>» 



>> 



}» 



>9 



if 



>> 



»» 



>» 



79 



A letter repeated denotes much, aa rr, heavy rain; //, dense fog; and a 
figure attached denotes duration in hours, as 14 r, 14 hours rain. 

By the combination of these letters, ail the ordinary phenomena of the weather 
may be recorded with certainty and brevity. 

Examples.-^ & c, blue sky with less proportion of cloud. 2 rrllt^ heavy 
rain for two hours, with much lightning, and some thunder. 

The above methods of recording the force of wind and state of weather were 
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originally proposed by Admiral Sir Francis Beanfort. They are now in general nse 
at sea, aad by many observers on land. 

6. Table of Expansion by Heat from 82« to 212<' F. 

Platinnm 0*0008842 of the length. 

Glass, Flint 
,, with Lead 

fDInOD • • • ... ■ 

Mercoiy 
Water 
Alcohol 
Nitric Acid 
Snlphoric Acid 

7. Table of Specific Gravity of Bodies at 82® F. except water, which is taken 

at 89«-4. 

Water 

Alcohol, pure 

„ proof 

Mercury ... 

Glass 

Brass 

Platinum . . . 



00008117 




>f 


0-0008622 




99 


0-0018708 




>> 


0-0180180 




>> 


0-0488200, 


from 89* to 212» 


01100 


if 


82* to 174* 


01100 






0-0600 









0-791 




0-916 




18-^96 


... 8 to 


2-7 


... 7-8 to 


8-64 


... 21 to 22-00 



Weight of a cubic foot of water, at the temperature of comparison, 62*425 fbe. 
avoirdupois. 

The pound avoirdupois contains 7,000 grains. 
Air is 818*67 times lighter than water. 

The linear expansions are the mean values of the results of various experi- 

» 

mentalists. The specific gravities are as given in Professor Bankine's Applied 
Mechanic. 

8. Important Temperatures. Under the circumstances of — 



Water ... ... boiling at 


212 


Mercury ... ... boils at 


660 


Sulphuric Acid ... „ 


690 


Oil of Turpentine ... „ 


660 


Nitric Acid ... ,, 


242 


Alcohol „ 


174 


A Saturated Solution of Salt „ 


218 


Vital Heat 


96 


Olive Oil begins to solidify 


86 


Fresh Water freezes 


82 


Sea Water freezes 


28 


Mercury freezes 


... — 89 



TABLE OF ICBTBOBOLOGIGAL BLBMENTS. 



149 







08 

W QQ 

s s « •! '-^ 

rd *4 4>> O 

^ -I 



•a 



*^«(j 9TppTK[ no nov 
-ixoQ 91^ OAoqv vug 



•■pni jii ^TwpiAay[ 



•(ibbojoao=:OT) P^OfQ 
JO ^imomy oSviOAy 



*[[uj.uiv^ oSbjoay 






§,d?^-., .^r**"** -♦•hb»-*« 
QOOC^'^UdCOCO'^OvlOOdOO 

rHpOiHrHrHr-lrHOlOOeiei 



JO oaiddQ v«9|| 



OOQOOOt*t*t*t*t*QOQOOOOD 



*)inod-iko<j JO 
ejniviodniox man 



Tt* ^ ^ Oi «o 00 Q5 
CD 6d lb O 03 



rH O iH Oi 



00 



s 






'axn^uodmex vwjf 



0pTHfc^C0Q0Q10d00O<M^i-l 
QOOOrHCOG^C&THTHCOOCOO 



OOOOrflTflUdkOCOCOtOkO 



'samiviodoiax 



|>Cq00C0CqQ^Cq'^O|>fc^ 
CO 00 lO CD 



CO 00 00 00 






lO 

o cb OS «gb 00 t> lb 

kO lO O Tfl ^ 00 CO 



'sazn^uodmex 



«l>OQp^e;|Qp<]p'**i0000O 



'jo^moivg JO 
admqi -^HnxiOK inop( 



jj T}i d 00 



^ (M O Od 
TJ< <N <N O O S S 



'[0A9|-1I0« 

o) poonpaj 'jd^amojvg 
JO :>q8taH ™®W 



pgosooiOiososoiooioooaoa 



00 -J* 00 



OQ 

H 
H 

I 




»4 



• "12 fl S 



(^ s 



•-S i-s -fl^ 03 O 



o 



o 



cb 



00 

« 

04 



CO 

00 



oq 

00 



CO 



01 



op 



00 





lO 


CO 
00 


CO 

lO 


ko 


CO 
tH 


o 


o 


1-1 


y~i 


rH 


rH 



CO 



5 



00 



CI 



00 



U3 



T»< 



CO 



(N 



150 UTBOBOiiOOIOAL INSTRUMENTS. 

In the above Table, colmnns 1 io 10 are results obtained at the Royal Obser- 
Tatoxy, Greenwich, by J. Glaisher, Esq., F.B.S. The data contained in colnnms 2 and 
10, are deduced from observations extending over the years 1841 to 1855 inclusiTe, 
and are copied from Edward Hughes* Tliird Reading Book; the other columns are 
results of observations made during the twenty years ending 1861. The rest of the 
information is from Luke Howard's Climate of London. 

These valuable data indicate the characteristics of the weather in each month 
in the suburbs of London, and will be found tolerably accurate as indications of 
weather, and serviceable as standards for comparisons of observed results, at most 
places in England. 
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STANDAED WOEKS ON METEOEOLOGY 

SUPPLIED BY 

NEQRETTI So ZAMBRA, 



THE WEATHER BOOK: 

A MANUAL OF PRACTICAL METEOROLOGY. 

By Vice-Admiral FitzRoy, F.R.S., M.I.F., &o. 

Price, £0 15 6 



THE LAW OF STORMS, 

By H. W. Dove, F.R.S. 

Translated by R. H. Scott, M.A. 

Price, £0 10 6 



L. F. KiEMTZ^S " COMPLETE COURSE OF METEOROLOGY," 

Translated by G. Y. Walkeb, Esq. 
Price, £0 12 6 



PRACTICAL METEOROLOGY, 

By John Dbew, Ph.D., F.R.A.S. 

Price, £0 6 



HYGROMETRICAL TABLES, 

Adapted to the nse of the Wet and Dry Bulb Thermometer, 

By jAiiBB Glaishbb, Esq., F.R.S. 

Priof, £0 2 6 



TABLES OF THE CORRECTIONS FOR TEMPERATURES, 

To reduce observations to the 82'' Fahrenheit, for Barometers with brass scales 

extending firom the cistern to the top of the mercurial column. 

By Jamss Glaibheb, Esq., F.R.S. 

Price, £0 10 



152 STANDABD WOBKS ON MBTBOBOLOOT SUPPLIED BT NBOBETTI AND ^AMnitit. 

TABLE OF THE DIURNAL RANGE OF THE BAROMETER, 

By Jahes Glaibheb, Esq., F.R.8. 
Price, £0 6 



TABLES FOR CALCULATION OF HEIGHTS FROM OBSERVATIONS 

ON THE BOILING-POINT OF WATER, 
Adapted to the use of Negretti and Zambra's Boiling-point ApparatoB. 

Price, JBO 1 



A THERMOMETRICAL TABLE, 
ON THE SCALES OF FAHRENHEIT, REAUMUR, AND CENTIGRADE, 

By Alfred S. Tatlob, Esq., M.D., &c. 
Price, in Sheet, with explanatory Pamphlet, £0 16 



METEOROLOGICAL TABLES, 

For the reduction of Barometrical and Hygrometrical Observations, Determination 

of Heights by the Barometer and Boiling-point Thermometer, &c. 

By G. Habvey Simmonds, M.B.M.S. 
Price, £0 2 6 



BAROMETER MANUAL, 

Compiled by Vice- Admiral FitzRot, F.R.8., 

For the Board of Trade. 

Price, JBO 6 



POCKET METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER AND NOTE-BOOK, 

With Diagrams for exhibiting the Fluctuations of Barometer, &c. 

Printed on metallic paper. Price, with Pencil, £0 8 



LONDON : 

fBIRTSD BY BYBAHAN AND WILLIAMS, 

7 U.WBSNCE LAVBi CBEAFSIDS, B.C. 



NEGBETTI & ZAMBIA'S 

FRIGE LIST 



or 



BAROMETEES, THEEM0METEE8, 



A1«I> 



HYGROMETEES, 

KAKf, TAOnCM, AND STEAM PBESSDEB GAUGBS, 4c. 



Separate from Standard Meteorological Instmments, there are others which partake of 
a more general character, and are used by the husbandman, the mariner, and the artizan, 
entirely as *' Wsathbr Glasses.** Each Instmment is arranged to suit the particular 
work it has to perform, and may be depended upon for accuracy. 

Barometers can be supplied to order of any style of architecture, so as to correspond with 
the furniture of libraries, halls, &c. Barometers are now mounted in so many varied styles, 
both plain and carved, that the following are given only as being those most in demand. 



BAROMETERS. 



DIAL BABOMETEBS OB WEATHEB GLASSES. 

£ t. d. 

1 8-iiich Silvered-braas Dial Barometer, mounted in common mahogany or rose- 

wood frame, with or ivithoat mirror, hygrometer, and level 25/ to 1 10 

2 8-inch ditto, eqaare bottom 80/ to 2 2 

3 8-inch ditto, superior finish, best engraving, and large tube . 50/ to 3 10 

4 10-inch Silvered brass Dial Barometer, in common mahogany or rosewood 

frame, with or without mirror, hygrometer, and level . . 35/ to 2 10 

5 10-inch ditto, square bottom 50/ to 3 3 

6 10-inch extra best ditto, both as regards frame, dial, engraving, and tube 70/ 5 5 

7 8-inch Scroll Pattern Dial Barometer, best mahogany or rosewood frame, 

silyered brass dial, with thermometer 50/ to 3 10 

8 8-inch ditto, with figures and divisions on poroelain dial, and thermometer in 

front 3 15 

9 8-inch ditto, rosewood frame inlaid with pearly with silvered brass dial . 60/ to 4 

10 10-inch ditto, best rosewood frame, inlaid with pwrl or brass, the dial of silvered 

brass, with thermometer, double basil ring, and polished-edge plate glass, superior 
engraving and finish 660 

11 10-inch Dial Barometer, in solid oak, mahogany, or walnut frame, either plain 

or chastely carved, of the very best construction . £5 5«. to 8 8 

IS-lndi dial ditto at proporttonate prices. 

12 14-inch Dial Barometer, best rosewood frvrae, inlaid with pearl or brass, and 

an eight-day pendulum clock fitted in the frame, thermometer, &c. . £15 to 20 
Suitable (br dab-hooses, maniions, fto. 

K.B.— Dial BASoiUTias required for trannnlaBlon to distant parts, such as India or the Ccdonies, sboold be ordered 
expret^t as In that case they will be ftamlshed with a steel stopcock, to render them portable more efltetoally 
than can be done by the old method of plugging the tube. Tbese additions will enhance the price of each 
barometar, It. 6d. 
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2 NEQRETTI & ZAMBRA, 1, HATTON GARDEN, E.C., 

PORTABLE PEDIKENT BABOMETEBS. 

18 Small Model Barometer, with Wory ficale aod sliding index .... 

14 Ditto, larger size, with yemier and thermometer, also screw to render it portable 

16 FedimeiLt Barometers, with larger tube, ivory scale, thermometer, tliding vernier 
reading to riv of an inch, the tube visible throughout the whole length, and 
portable screw 42/ to 

16 Ditto ditto, with glass cover over the face, rackwork vernier and thermometer . 

17 Portable Pediment Barometer, in oak, mahogany, or rosewood frame, the tube 
of laxge diameter, covered entirely, with thermometer on front .... 

18 Ditto ditto, with square moulded top, larger tube, and two verniers . 70/ to 

19 Ditto ditto, bow front, with 0'40-inch diameter tube, double rackwork vernier, 

the scales elegantly engraved* on ivory plates, and thermometer in oak, mahogany, 

walnut, or rosewood frame 90/ to 5 

20 Portable Pediment Rosewood Barometer, elegantly inlaid with peari, 

thermometer in ih>nt, ivory scale, rackwork vernier . . £4 to 5 5 

21 Portable Pediment Barometers, in solid oak, rosewood, or mahogany, elegantly 

carved, of various designs, fitted up in the very best manner . . £5 5«. to 12 12 

22 Large Barometers, fitted in oak, walnut, or ebony frames, the tube 0*5-inch in 

internal diameter, and the cistern presenting a large area, to ensure uniformity 

in reading, ivory ox patmt porcelain scales, and two verniers . £6 6«. to 8 8 

22* The FISHEBMAirS and LIFE BOAT STATION BABOMETEB, 
88 made by Negretti and Zambra especially for the Board of 
Trade and Boyal Life Boat Institution, to be fixed at all the 
principal sea ports, fishing and Ufe boat Btations • • • ,650 

nils barometer oonelsts of a tube with very Urge bore, and an accurate tbermomet^r, mounted In a soUd oak frame* 
flnnly screwed together, with ecalei engraved on poreeUdn by Negretti and Zambra'a new patent prooea, tbe 
▼erater readhig to lOO-the of an Inch. It is strongly recommended as a good sound working Instrument, 
admirably adapted for uae In puUlc Instltntlous. 

23 Negretti and Zambra's Farmers' Barometer, for ascertaining the humidity 

of the atmosphere, the general character of the weather, and the approach of 
Wind or Bain. The Farmers' Barometer comhines three distinct instruments — the 
Barometer, the Thermometer, and the Hygrometer, and is equally yaluahle to the 
Agriculturist and the Invalid 2 10 



STANDABD AND MOUNTAIN BABOMETEBS. 

23* Negretti and Zambra' s Standard Barometer, as used and recommended hy 

the British Meteorological Society £8 8«. to 10 10 

28** Large ditto ditto for Ohsenratory use . 20 

24 Negretti and Zambra*s Standard Mountain Barometer, the only portable 

instrument made possessing all the essentials of a standard barotneUr , .880 

With mahogany tripod stand, which forma a travelling case. 

25 Gay-lAiBsao's Syphon Barometer, with his orifi:inal improvement for excluding 

the air from the column o£ mercury ; rackworK verniers at each extremity ; a 
thermometer in the centre; the tube so constructed that the barometer will 
travel safely ; reading to shsih of an inch, either from the centre by adding the 
two readings toe:ethcr, or from the whole, length of the column by substracting 
the bottom reading from the top 7 7 

In brass frame and leathar ding caie. 

26 Ditto ditto, with brass tripod stand and superior finish . . . 10 10 

27 Mountain Barometer, with turned wooden frame, havinj^ brass shield and portable 

screw ; brass scale, reading by vernier to ^iijth of an inch ; and detached ther- 
mometer 440 



MABINE BABOMETEBS. 

28 Marine Barometer, in mahogany, rosewood, or oak frame, with ivory scale, 

sliding vernier, thermometer, and brass arm gimble, for suspension, complete, 42/ to 2 10 

20 Marine Barometer, round, moulded, or carved top, with rackwork vernier, 
thermometer in the fr tnt and capillary tube to prevent the ingress of air into the 
column, even during the most violent oscillations of a storm . . . .330 
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£ t, tf. 

30 Ditto ditto, in oaryed frame, or Inlaid with pearl . . 70/ to 4 4 

31 Marine Barometer, with Sympieeometer in front, combining the mercurial 

with the air barometer, and serying to check one witti the other . . JS5 6«. to 6 6 

32 Board of Trade Standard Marine Barometer, as made by Negretti and 

Zambra for Her Majesty's GoTemment 4 4 

32* Admiral Fitsroy's Marine Gnn Barometer 6 6 

In tr»T«IUag cmo with look and key. 



ANEROID BABOtfETEBS. 

33 Aneroid Barometers, with card dials 2 10 

34 Ditto, with silrered metal dials 300 

35 Ditto, with metal dials and thermometer 3 10 

35* Ditto, for measuring heights, with compared and corrected scale, as supplied by 

Negretti and Zambra to the Boyal Nary 4 10 

36 Negretti and Zambra's Pocket Aneroid Barometer, especially convenient for 

Trayellers 800 

36* Ditto ditto ditto smallest size, and carefully 

corrected and adjusted for determining altitudes 5 5 

37 Bourdon's Metallio Barometers, with plato glass front . £4 to 4 4 

38 Table Stands, for Aneroid or Bourdon's barometers .... 12/6 to 1 10 



STKPIESOMETEBS AND STOBM aiiASSES. 

39 Sympiesometers, in rosewood or mahogany frames, with registering index and 

plate glass front 50/ to 

40 Ditto ditto, with rackwork movement, large size find best make 

41 Small Sympiesometer, suitable for travelling, and taking altitudes 

42 Storm Glass, or Chemical Barometer 

43 Ditto ditto, mounted in mahogany window bracket . 

44 Ditto ditto, mounted with a thermometer on a boxwood scale . 

45 Ditto ditto ditto mounted in window bracket 



6/6 to 
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THERMOMETERS. 

46 6 or 8-inch Boxwood Scale Thermometer . 1/ to 1 6 

47 6 or 8-inch ditto, with French polished scale 1/6 to 2 6 

48 6 or 8-inch ditto, with enamel tube, best make 3 6 

49 6 or 8-inch ditto, with enamel tube, the scale bevelled at the edges, very superior . 4 6 



FOBTABLE OB POCKET THEBMOMETEBS. 

50 3 or 4-inch lyory or Metal Soale, in morocco leather case . 3/6 to 5 6 

51 6-inch ditto ditto 4/6 to 7 6 

52 8-inch ditto ditto 7/6 to 10 6 

53 Oval Boxwood Thermometer, with tube and bulb sunk in the solid wood, to 

prevent breakage in travelling 076 

54 Oval Ivory ditto ditto 15 

66 Gironlar Thermometer, with ivory scale, in leather case, 2-inche8 in diameter . 10 6 

56 Ditto, 3*inches in diameter, with compass in centre . ^. 14/ to 0180 

57 Ditto, S-inohes in diameter, with compass and sun dial in centre . 15/ to 1 10 

58 Oomponnd Bar MetaUio Thermometer, in the form of a wateh . 50/ to 3 

59 Negretti and Zambra's improved Travelling Thermometer, in plated 

metal or silver case 10/6 to 10 

Hot Uui«r than » penoll cases accorately divided on Iti own stem. 

60 Negretti and Zambra's ditto ditto, in German silver revolving case . 10/6 to 15 
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DEAWINO BOOM THSBMOMETEBS. 

61 6 or S-ineli TlMnnometar, Ivory Scale on IBbony Back 

62 lO-inoh ditto, extra large 



6/6 to 



10 6 
16 



63 
64 
65 
66 
67 



MANTEL OB TABLE THEBMOMETEBS. 

Ivory Soale on IBbony Stand, with glam shade . 7/6 to 12 6 

Ditto, on*80lid ivory stand IS/ to 1 10 O 

Ditto, handsomely engine-tamed, and ornamented in numerous designs . 80/ to 3 O 

Ditto, with oompaas or sun dial at top 26/ to 2 10 

10 or 12-in. Glass Soale Thermometers, superior workmanship and elmnt 
appearance, on oak, mahogany, or ehony backs, with Kegretti and Zamora's 
enamelled tubes, suited for halls or passages . . 26/, 30/ to 2 2 



WINDOW THEBMOMETEBS FOB OUT-DOOB USE. 

68 Window Thermometer, 8-lnoh Ivory Soale, enclosed in glass cylinder, on 

oA bracket, with metal top 

69 10-inch ditto ditto 16/ to, 

70 12-inoh ditto ditto 18/ to 

71 10-inch, 12-inch, or 14-inch Patent Porcelain Soale mounted on oak or ma- 

hogany bracket, with brass supports for fixing at any angle . 16/ to 

72 Ditto Qlass Scale, with enamel tube, the scale dlTided by engine, and handsomely 

mounted on oak bracket, with brass supports dO/to 
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SELF-BEQISTEBDra THEBMOMETEBS FOB HEAT. 

73 Rutherford's Maximum Thermometer, on boxwood or metal scale, with steel 

index 2/6 to 

74 Ditto, on Negretti and Zambra's patent poroehdn soale, in metal case . 

75 Phillip's Maximum Thermometer on boxwood or metal scale, with air index 

76 Ditto, on Negretti and Zambra's patent porcelain scale, in metal case 

77 Negretti and Zambra's Patent Maximum Thermometer* . 

78 Ditto ditto, for solar radiation 

79 Ditto ditto, in vacuum 
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* ThU Instraroent 1b the only Mftxlmam Thennometer ttiat can be reoommended, m milesi It b« brolL< 
It cannot be put oat of aAJastment. 



SELF-BEGISTEBING THEBMOMETEBS FOB COLD. 

80 Rutherford's Minimum Thermometer, on boxwood or metal scale . • V^, 7 6 

81 Ditto, on Negretti and Zambra's patent porcelain soale, in metal case . . 10 6 

82 Negretti and Zambra's Standard Minimum Thermometer . .110 

83 Ditto ditto, for terrestrial radiation 160 

84 Negretti and Zambra's Patent Mercuxlal Minimum Thermometer .220 

85 Negretti and Zambra's HorUoultural delf-registering Minimum Thermo- 

meter. The scale ib made of stoat zinc, and enclosing the tnbe, perfectly 
protecting it from injury, the figures and divisions are raised for easy reading the 
udications 036 

Strongly reoommended In all the leading Hortlealtnral Joarnali as the cheapMt and best raglsttttos 
thermometer of the kind tor garden purpoies. 



69, OORNHILL, E.C., & 122, BEGSNT 8TBEET, W., LONDON. 5 

SELF-SEeiSTEBINO THEBMOMETBBS TOR HEAT AXTI) COLD. 

£ $. d, 

86 Six's BMistering Thenuometer, lO-inch on Boxwood or ICetal Soale, in 

japanned case 14/ to 15 

87 Ditto 12 or U-inch ditto ditto 110 

88 Ditto lO-inch on lYory ditto 110 

Copper oMtt 81. eztnu 

89 Ditto, Ivory scale on Ebony back, for indoor qm . . . . 25/ to 1 10 

90 Ditto, with Negretti and Zambra'a patent porcelain scale, on oak back, for 

window 15/ to 1 5 

91 Ditto ditto, in metal cajses 21/ to 1 10 

92 Negretti and Zambra's small slse Patent Maximum and MlTilmiiTn Ther- 

mometer, arranged in a mahogany caae, suited for traydlers to whom size and 

weight is an object 35/ to 2 2 

92* Ditto ditto larger size 2 10 



BOTANICAL THEBHOMETEBa 

93 8-in. Boxwood Scale In japanned metal cases, range of scale to 120^ or 150" 3 6 

94 10-in. ditto ditto 056 

95 12 to 14-iii. Boxwood Thermometers In japanned oases . 7/6 to * 10 6 

96 8-ln. on Kegrettl and Zambra*8 patent porcelain scales. .046 

97 10-in. ditto ditto 056 

98 12-in. ditto ditto, and 14-in. ditto ditto 7 6 

99 Hot Bed Thermometer, in metal mounting 12 

99* Ditto ditto in mahogany frame, encased in brass cylinder 25/ to 1 10 

100 Thermometer, for ascertaining the temperature of the earth at yarious depths, 

5-ft. long 25/ to 1 10 

101 Delicate Thermometers, for inserting in the stems and flowers of growing 

plants 10 6 



BBEWEBS' THEBMOMETEB& 

102 8-in. Brewers' Thermometer, brass Scales, in japanned metal case 3/ to 5 

103 10-in. ditto ditto 8/6 to 6 

104 12 and 14-in. ditto 5/6 to 7 6 

105 8-in. ditto, enamelled tubes, in copper cases 4/6 to 6 6 

106 10-in. ditto ditto 5/6 to 7 6 

107 12 and 14-in. ditto ditto 7/6 to 10 6 

108 Brewers' Standard Beference Thermometers 110 

109 8-inch Brewers' Thermometer, Porcelain Scales, Negretti and Zambra's 

patent, range of scale 212", in japanned metal cases 4 6 

110 10-inch ditto ditto 056 

111 12 and 14-in. ditto 076 

112 8-in. ditto, in copper cases 056 

113 10-in. ditto ditto 070 

114 12 and 14-in. ditto 10 6 

115 Gyle Tim Thermometers, according to length . 15/ to 1 10 6 



BATH THEBMOMETBBS, 

8AMB PBICB AND FOBM AS BBBWBB8* THEBMOMBTBme. 

116 Floating Thermometers, for keeping constantly in water . . .076 
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£ 9. d. 

117 Ohemloal Thermometer, with Boxwood Soale, gradnated to 300" or 400", 

the bulb projectmg below the scale 046 

119 Ditto, with brass hinge jointed boxwood scale, to 800" 7 6 

120 Ditto, Baperior enamel tube, and French polished, 600" . 10/6 to 12 6 

121 Ohemloal Thermometer, graduated on stem for inserting in the tabnlnre of 

retorts, to 400" 066 

122 Ditto ditto, to 600" 076 

123 Ditto, best make and engine divided 10 6 

124 Thermometers Insulated In Glass Oylinders, for adds .... 

126 Ditto, 40" to 300" 066 

126 Ditto, 40" to 600" ..• 076 

127 Delicate Thermometers of various forms, for ascertaining the heat of the 

body 10/6 to 15 

128 Ditto, Negretti and Zambra's self-registering 110 



JKASUSTE THEBMOMETEBS. 

129 Deep Sea Sounding Thermometer, in copper case 1 10 

130 Ditto, self-registering, with yaWes and Negretti and Zambra's patent poreUam 

8cale8y as supplied to the Board of Trade and Admiralty . . ' . . 2 10 

131 Board of Trade Thermometer, the scale divided on its own stem, and fixed on 

Negretti and Zambra's ^<m^por09/am<«aZ«i, in japanned metal case . .076 

132 Ditto ditto In copper case 086 



THEBMOMETEBS FOB SPECIAL PVBPOSES. 

133 Oven Thermometers for high temperatures, on stand 12 6 

134 Ditto, Negretti and Zambra's patent self-registering .... 21/ to 1 10 

135 Dairy Thermometers, with ivory mountings . • 7/6 to 10 6 

136 Beehive Thermometers 056 

137 Soap Boilers' Patent Thermometers . 076 

138 Dentists' Thermometers for vulcanizing process . 7/6 to 1 5 

139 Sugar-BolUng Thermometer, 3 to 4-ft. long, graduated to 280" . IC/ to 1 10 

140 Steam Pressure Thermometers, in strong brass cases, with plug for dosing 

tiie boiler when the thermometer is not in use 25/ to 2 

141 Vacuum Pan Thermometers, in strong brass cases, with hinged doors 30/ to 2 10 

142 Thermometer, in brass frame, for hot air apparatus and high temperatures • 1 10 

143 Super-heated Steam Thermometers, with patent porcelain scales, iron 

or brass mountings 25/ to 1 10 

144 Standard Thermometers 220 

145 Boiling Point Thermometers, for determining heights by observing the boiling 

point of water, divided to 0*1 degrees 1 10 

146 Leslie's Differential Thermometers, for experiments on radiation 15/ to 10 

147 Air Thermometers, fitted on scale for delicate experiments . 7/6 to 1 1 o 



FTBOMETEBa 

148 Daniell's Pyrometer, for indicating high temperatures 4 10 

149 Wedgwood's ditto ditto 

150 Ferguson's, for shoiriiig the difference of expansion in metels .3100 
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H7GB0METEBS. 

£ f. d. 

161 The Oat-Beard Hygrometer, or Damp Detector, for ascertaining the com- 

paratiTe dryness and dampness of different apartments, beds, etc. . . 10 6 

Bin of a smaU watch, for tbe pocket. 

162 Wet and Dry Bulb Hygrometer, sometimes called Mason's Hygrometer 110 

163 Do. arranged on brass tripod stand, with folding legs, and metal ooTer for protection 3 3 

164 Standard Wet and Dry Bulb Hygrometer 2 2 

166 Dazilell'8 Hygrometer, for ascertaining the dew point by direct observation 2 12 

166 Begnault'8 Oondeneer Hygrometer .330 

166* Portable Wet and Dry Bulb Hygrometer, in mahogany case . .220 

This Is a companlaii Instmment to Ko. 92. 



STEAM, VACXrUM, HTDBAULIC, AND SAIN GAUGES. 



STEAM aAVGES. 

167 Steam Gauges, from 16 to 120-lbs., with mercurial tube, and union joint, 

adapted either at bottom or at the side of the frame ; in mahogany' frune . .220 

168 Ditto, ditto, in iron ditto 270 

169 Ditto, ditto, in brass ditto 2 10 6 

160 Thermometrio Pressure Qauge, for showing the pressure of yapour by taking 

its temperature 26/ to 2 

161 Schae£fer's Patent Metallio Pressure Oauge, with graduated dial, ranging 

from zero to 30, 60, 80, 100, and upwards, to 300 pounds on the square inch 3 10 

162 Ditto, for hydraulic pressure, to 3,000 pounds 10 10 

163 Bourdon's Pressure Qauge, with metal taps, adapted for all pressure below 

nine atmospheres, in varnished cast iron box 3 6 

164 Ditto ditto, in round braBS box 480 

166 SmaU portable ditto, to ten atmospheres, with steel screws and plates for fixing to 

the machines, in case complete 360 

166 Ditto ditto, to eighteen atmospheres 3 10 

166* Steam Engine Indicator £6 6«. to 6 6 



VACUUM GAUGES. 

167 Yaouum Gauges in mahogany or oak frame, for general puiposes . .220 

168 Ditto ditto, in iron frames 276 

169 Ditto ditto, in brass ditto 1 10 6 

These Oaoffes are the same form as No. 157. 

170 Sugar Pan Vacuum Guage, the tube and scale enclosed in stout glass cylinder 

and brass frame, with door and hinges complete, with ground plug and stop-cock 
^ for fitting it to the pan 30/ tu 2 10 



BADT GAUGES. 

171 Glaisher's Bain Gauge, of japanned metal, with graduated measure • .110 

172 Ditto ditto of japanned copper 1 10 

BeceiTing Pots for ditto, extra. 

The-gradoated measure ii dirJded into hondreUis of an Inch, according to tbe oalcolated weight of water, 
as determined by the area of the reoeiylog sarfiue. 



8 NEGRETTI ^ ZAHBRA. 

178 Bain Gauge, haying a receinnf Biulace of 12 inoheB diameter, and fradiiated 
glass gauge tube, or Doxwood nue, dirided to inches, tenths, and huncuredtbs of 
an inch, showinfl; by simple inspection the amount of rain fallen. In japanned 
metal with tap for emptying the gauge, with boxwood rule, 50/- ; divided with 
glass tube S30 

173* Ditto, in copper, extra 15/- 

174 Howard's Portable Bain Qaoge, with graduated glass measure . 15 

175 Bain Gauge, simple form, fitted with divided gauge rod to show amount of rain 

fall in hundredths of an inch, and thousands of gallons per acre . . 1 10 

HTDBOKETEBS AHD OTHER INSTBUHERTS FOB ASCEBTAnmfG THE 

SFECIFIO OEAYITT OF FLUIDS AlTD SOLIDS. 

176 Hydrometers, specific gravity, for fluids heavier or lighter than water .066 

177 Hydrometers for Spirits (Sykes's glass) 5 6 

178 Ditto, with thermometer, in mahogany box 16 

179 Sykes's Hydrometer (brass), as used by the Excise, complete in box, with tables 

and test jar 4 

180 Brewer's Saooharometer, glass 056 

181 Ditto, with thermometer in mahogany box 15 

182 Ditto, brass, with thermometer, density rule, assay jar, and one weight, in 

mahogany box 4 10 

183 Lactometer, for ascertaining the specific gravity of milk 5 

184 Beaume's, Twaddle's, and other Hydrometers 

185 Specific Gravity Beads, for achohol, &c., in sets . . 6/6 to 10 6 

New and Bevised Editions, Illustrated with Wood Engravings, 



A MANdAL COMPILED BY ADMIRAL FITZROY, F.R.S. 

Price {jPbat'free) Sixpence, 
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